NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 18 11 2024 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Paul Day, Euan Henderson (Chair), Diane Kitchen, and Phil Winsor  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	 		 	 

ITEM 1.   E&S/NOV/2024: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Sue Garner and Roger Hornblow.   

ITEM 2.  E&S/NOV/ 2024: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/NOV/ 2024:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

3.1	There were no questions raised by members of the public.  
.    .        
ITEM 4.  E&S/NOV/2024: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th September 2024 as a correct record of the meeting. 

Prop: IC	Sec: PW

ITEM 5.  E&S/NOV/2024:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  

	5.1
	To install a full size Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) and improve changing facilities for Newport Pagnell Town Football Club, jointly funded by the Football Foundation and the Town Council. 

	Works completed. A meeting will be held on 26th November with all WRSG sports clubs to discuss signage for the site. ‘Welcome to Willen Road Sports Ground, home of the following sports clubs:’ was suggested as a suitable format, following on from the Town Council’s logo and details.  Room must be left on the signage for additional clubs to be added at a later stage.  Where possible website addresses rather than specific contact details to be used. 
  

	5.2
	To provide a football academy and further changing facilities, and a pavilion to be shared by the Cricket and Tennis Clubs. 
	A further meeting was held with Vistry Homes in October 2024, at which it was confirmed that the start date for the build on the Tickford Field site remains October 2025. This date should trigger the release of £2M funding plus index linking for WRSG.  

Action: The clerk to arrange another meeting with Vistry Homes to establish if there are any changes to their start date. 



	5.3
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	This land is unlikely to be available before 2026. The clerk has arranged a meeting on 26th November 2024, at which discussion is to be held to agree the exact usage of this site when it comes on-stream. Considerations about additional courts for the NP Tennis Club and possible land for the NP Archery Club to be discussed at this meeting, although these are unlikely to be able to be accommodated on the Bloor site, given that outline planning has been approved.  

Action: The clerk to arrange another meeting with Bloor Developers if possible. 



ITEM 6.  E&S/NOV/2024:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one covered and possibly an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	At the meeting held with Vistry Homes in October 2024, Vistry homes informed the Town Council that it did not wish to build these sporting facilities, and would only be issuing s106 funding at various intervals for these purposes.  As the last payment is at the end of the build of all 930 homes, it will take some considerable time for the facility to acquire enough funding to be build. The Town Council confirmed at that meeting that it required a serviced site of .8ha in a non-flood plain area for the bowls and community facilities.    

Timing for action on the new Bowls facility and on the Community Wellbeing site is as follows:

1) Arrange another meeting with Vistry Homes asap to ensure that their timeline for starting the build has not slipped. 
2) Contact the Bowls Club to reconfirm their wish that alternative facilities are sought, but only after the meeting with Vistry Homes. 
3) Set up a formal meeting with the Bowls Club to discuss proposals for the new site, confirming their previous requests on this matter no sooner than March 2025 or later if the Vistry Homes start-date slips. 
4) Decide whether to continue engaging the Council’s sport’s consultant for this project, or whether to engage new architects, no sooner than July 2025.  

Action: The clerk to follow the timeline above in making arrangements. 


	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site

	Details as above in item 6.1


	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	This project will not start until after October 2025.  Vistry Homes has informed the Town Council that they would prefer to undertake all works to establish parks and play areas themselves.  It was agreed that these would be developed with full input from the Town Council as to what was required.   SUDS and verges will not be transferred to the Town Council, but all other public open space will be transferred once developed.  



ITEM 7.  E&S/NOV/2024:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	An update from the footpath officer at MKCC was received,  regarding the Village Green application on Westbury Lane which was slightly more encouraging than the last communique.    
  

	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park. 



ITEM 8.  E&S/NOV/2024:   OBJECTIVE: DEVELOP MUSEUM PROVISION

	8.1
	To attract an Aston Martin Heritage Centre to Newport Pagnell, by providing land to support the project.  
	An electronic meeting was held with the Aston Martin Heritage Trust (AMHT)  in November 2024.  It was confirmed at that meeting that the consultant engaged by the AMHT will  complete their report on site options/financial viability early in December 2024, and that a final decision should be taken by the Trust early in 2025, although it was noted that this consultant has still not been in contact with the Town Council. 
    
Action: The clerk to follow up with the AMHT on the lack of engagement with the consultant, and receipt of the completed report.  

	8.2
	To facilitate an improved display centre for the Newport Pagnell Museum at the old Police Station site, by applying for grant funding to support the project. 
	The Town Council’s architects have met with the Historical Society’s Management Committee, and their reaction to the new plan for the NP Museum at the Police Station site was positive.  The Historical Society has now also held a meeting with its members and it was reported that the members’ reactions at this meeting to the plans were favourable. A further meeting between the architect and the Historical Society members is planned for January 2025. 
  
Carolyn Taylor, the Council’s grant funding specialist, has now submitted an Expression of Interest to the Lottery Heritage Fund. Results of this are awaited in December 2024. 


ITEM 9.  E&S/NOV/2024:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	9.1
	To undertake a grass ‘frequency of occurrence’ survey on Bury Common to facilitate an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2025.


	Core sampling, and a survey on grasses ‘frequency of occurrence’ on Bury Common have now been undertaken.  Several meetings have been held with the Rural Payments Agency, but owing to the new Government Budget making changes to farming schemes, it remains unclear whether there is any scope for the Town Council to make an enhanced application on Bury Common for 2025.  This will be important as it is clear that the Basic Payment scheme will no longer be paid at all after next year.   

	9.2 
	To ensure that Newport Pagnell Town Council received payment in full for the Higher Tier 2024 payments from the Rural Payments Agency.  
	
One year of data on Bury Common (2021) has been transferred by Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC), and that Council has now finally agreed that the data for 2020 could also be transferred.  However, the budget changes mentioned above have prevented the 2020 data from being received by the Rural Payments Agency, so it will become necessary to make application to MKCC regarding the 2025 payment for the 2020 year being transferred to the Town Council, as it will be paid directly to MKCC.


	
	
	


ITEM 10.   E&S/NOV/2024: FINANCE and BUDGET 

10.1	Members reviewed the July 2024 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.  The clerk advised that most of the legal and profession fees budget will be used by this financial year end.

10.2    The budget for the 2025/26 financial year was received.  No changes were proposed.   

ITEM 11.   E&S/NOV/2024: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The working group is still awaiting a suitable meeting date with the group wishing to set up a BMX international track in Newport Pagnell.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.20am  

The date of the next meeting is 20th January 2025.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


