NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL     


Minutes of the Sports, Health and Wellbeing Stakeholder Meeting held at 7pm 

on Monday 25th November 2024 as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
Present:
Cllrs Roger Clarke, Sue Garner (vice chair), Binta Bah-Pokawa and Phil Winsor.
Co-opted Reps
Present:
Bert McDonald (assisted swim), Ian and Jules Ford (football), Jacqui Jarvis (bowls) and Mick Broad (cricket).
In attendance:
Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)


Mandy Voyde (PR&E Officer)

Tom Reed (Contracts Manager – Places Leisure)


Mathew Bishop – Lumensol Ltd

David Siddal - Lumensol Ltd 

ITEM 1 NOV 2024/SHW:
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Cllrs Diane Kitchen and Cllr Paul Day
Apologies received from Adam Clark (Places Leisure) Michael Howard (table tennis) and Jenny Spencer (tennis)oHo
ITEM 2 NOV 2024/SHW:
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 NOV 2024/SHW: 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
Mathew Bishop and David Siddal attended the meeting to look for support and particularly venues for their new project.  They have created a new community amateur sports club, Unity F.C which Lumensol Ltd will be sponsoring.  The focus is on providing affordable inclusive football for all. They advised they are currently working with Tickford Park Primary School but would like to expand.  The clerk suggested contacting the Newport Pagnell Youth football club.  The Newport Pagnell Town Football club advised they will have space available during off peak times.  
Action: The events’ officer to provide contact details for the Youth Club Football team.  

ITEM 4 NOV 2024/SHW:
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2024 were agreed as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman.

ITEM 5 NOV 2024/SHW: 
STAKEHOLDER REPORTS
5.1
The football club reported a big rise in women's football.  They now have 7 teams in their girls youth section and 3 of those teams are playing in the Berks and Bucks County Cup.  They also have a women’s development team which is predominantly made up of older youth players.  The women’s first team’s biggest achievement was this season that they made the first round of the FA Cup and also the semi-final of the Berks and Bucks County Cup.  They are also in the league cup which takes place in December.  
5.2
The cricket club they have started the season well.  They had 13 new members sign up from their open day.  They have 12 girls attending their youth training including 3 of the dynamos cricket, which is the younger age group from ages 6 to 8 years.  They reported they are increasing the number of girls and women that are playing cricket.  They are currently playing in the indoors women’s league in Bedfordshire and are sitting at third at the moment.  They are working with the Berks and Bucks league to progress the women’s league.  The AGM will be in January and the women’s section will be added as part of their constitution.  
5.3
There was no representation from the carnival committee.

5.4
The bowls club reported they are not doing a great deal at the moment due to the weather and many of their winter events have been cancelled.  They currently have over 100 members of which 40 of those are women.  They have 13 juniors with 2 juniors invited to join the County U18 squad, and 2 younger juniors invited to join the County U18 feeder squad.
5.5
There was no representation from the archery club.

5.6
The following report was shared on behalf of the table tennis club:

Newport Pagnell Table Tennis Club continues to operate from Lovat Hall and is benefitting from the recent refurbishment of the main hall. Club sessions, which do not take place when there are home league matches, are on Monday evenings from 7.30pm to 10pm. Players of any age and standard are welcome. Sessions cost £5 for adults and £2 for under 16s and are on a ‘come when you can’ basis with no expected commitment. The club sessions will be weekly from April to mid-September once the league season has finished.
The club currently has 4 teams in the Milton Keynes Table Tennis League, in divisions 2, 3, 5 and 6, with the teams in division 2 and division 5 currently in contention for a promotion place. The teams in divisions 5 and 6 are formed solely from players who have come to club sessions since the Covid lockdowns.

Anyone interested should contact Michael Howard.
5.7
There was no representation from the youth club.

5.8
There was no representation from the fishing club.

5.9
Places Leisure reported they currently do not have gender based details in their attendance data but this will be available when they have their new booking system installed.  Big Sister currently has 16 girls on their book with 5 of those attending sessions.  They are planning a marketing campaign to drive up the numbers.  
5.10
The assisted swim club announced they have found a replacement chair and treasurer, those in the current roles will work alongside the new recruits during the first quarter of next year.  The club also reported that currently 65% of their members are ladies and 35% gents.  A second changing room was discussed, the clerk advised there were insufficient S106 funds to cover the suggested plan at present so Places Leisure   will now look at an alternative one.  The swim club suggested that they could contribute towards the cost. 

5.11
The following report was shared on behalf of the tennis club:

 Member numbers continue to grow at Newport Pagnell Tennis Club. There are now 252 members, of which nearly half are juniors. This is a 45% increase compared with the level before the new fencing and floodlighting were installed. 

  

The coaching programme is the largest it has ever been, and our coaches also do in-school sessions at several local schools including North Crawley, Stoke Goldington, Sherington, Portfields, Green Park and Tickford Park. 

  

The Tennis Club has just finished its most successful competitive summer season, with 10 different teams competing in various leagues across MK, Beds and Bucks. 7 out of our 10 teams finished in the top 2 in their league and next summer 4 of these teams will be competing in the top division. 
ITEM 6 NOV 2024/SHW:
OBJECTIVES

	6.1
	To identify barriers to girls/women entering sport and to address these.
	Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa requested the netball team be added to the next agenda.  

	6.2
	To promote existing sports groups in town and to work with fledgling groups to get these off the ground.
	PFP advised they are engaging a Health and Community Manager in April.  Their role will be to identify barriers and needs.  This information can then be reported back to this meeting.  

	6.3
	To run the 2025 sports day but include health and wellbeing opportunities. 
	The football club are happy to run a sports day with all the sport clubs taking part.  It will need to be after the football season, probably in August.  The theme will be `exercise, wellbeing and mental health’ Cllr Garner advised that Ousedale Schools `Mental Health Ambassadors’ would be willing to volunteer and support this event.  PFP will offer health and well-being checks at this event.  
Action: the events officer to engage all other sports clubs in this event.


	6.4
	To promote walking in parks as an activity by helping the community to form walking groups.
	It was stated there are already many walking groups within Newport Pagnell.  It was suggested to reach out and identify these via social media to find out what we can do to support these.    
Action: the events officer to explore this through social media.

	6.5
	To ensure there is a full understanding of Martyn’s Law
	The clerk advised all groups that they must consider abiding by the principles of Martyn’s Law.  Although not in effect at present, it will be by the time the next meeting is held.  All gated and controlled entrances to grounds will need to have a terrorism risk assessment and terrorism plan in place.  


ITEM 7 NOV 2024/SHW:
WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND CLUB ISSUES
                   This item was deferred to the meeting due to be held on 27/11/25 between Willen Road sports clubs and the Town Council 

ITEM 8 NOV 2024/SHW:
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The usual items to be included at the next stakeholder meeting along with the inclusion of the netball team which will be held at 7pm on 24th February 2025.
The next sports, health and wellbeing meeting will be held at 7pm 28th April 2025. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.54pm.
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting

Signed: ……………………………………………………… Date:…………………………   5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


