NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 11th November 2024 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Paul Alexander, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson,  Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  Cllr Chris Wardle – MKCC North Ward Councillor
	 
ITEM 1.  TC/NOV/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Mark Lombardo, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Sue Garner and Scott Humphries.  . 

1.2 The Police had sent in the October crime figures for Newport Pagnell but were unable to attend the meeting.  Members commented that the numbers of assaults seemed very high in the area.   
		
ITEM 2.  TC/NOV/2024:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]No interests were declared.

ITEM 3. TC/NOV/2024:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  TC/NOV/2024:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 14th October 2024 as a true record of the meeting with one small amendment to add the word ‘affordable’ before ‘housing’ when referring to the 19% provision of housing offered by Vistry over the base level of social housing provision.  
Prop: IC	Sec: EH

4.2	It was noted that as yet Simon Peart of MKCC Conservation Department has not set up another meeting with the Town Council about Two Wrestler’s Garage despite this being promised within four weeks of the last meeting.    This item is now to be picked up by the TPEM working group as part of their objectives.   

	Action: the Clerk to notify the Deputy Clerk to amend the agenda for TPEM accordingly. 


ITEM 5. TC/NOV/2024:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events:
 
· On Wednesday 3rd October, he attended Music Night at the Newport Pagnell parish church.
· On Friday 5th October he and his wife attended a Charity Quiz put on by the Mayor of Raunds.  
· On Saturday 5th October, he and his wife returned to Thrapston for their Music Night. 
· On Tuesday 22nd October, he attended the Lord Lieutenant’s Reservist and Cadet Awards, in Aylesbury.  
· On Thursday 24th October he and his wife went to a performance of ‘Oliver’ at Ousedale School.  
· On Saturday 26th October, he and his wife were at the Charity Dinner for the Mayor of Rushden.     

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, had sent in a report on her attendance at the  following events:
· On 6th October she attended the Civic Service of the Mayor of Rushden.   
· On 18th October she was invited to the Houghton Regis Circus, which was supporting local charities in the area.     
  
 
ITEM 6.  TC/NOV/2024:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 23rd October 2024.
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting had not taken place, and it was reported that the MKCC planning portal was down on that date.  The clerk advised that any applications not considered in such a situation should be deferred to the next meeting. The Working Group will discuss a suitable procedure for this kind of circumstance.   
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 28th October 2024.
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 7th October 2024. The issue relative to ownership of the ramp in Riverside Meadow will now be addressed by this Working Group.   
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 16th October 2024.  Cllr Henderson asked if a survey had been done of local businesses before deciding not to hold the Vintage Event in the High Street.  Cllr Kitchen responded that the feedback she had received was that most retailers did not want the High Street closed and that the prizes for dressed shop windows were no longer being offered by the Commoners’ Association.  The clerk advised that a few years ago a survey of retailers and High Street businesses had been done, with disappointing results of only 7 responses, and of these 7 responses, 60% had not wanted a High Street closure during the event.  
f) The Sports, Health and Wellbeing (SHW) minutes dated 28th October. Cllr Henderson asked if the issue of removal of wardens from sheltered housing sites could be regarded as being a matter for SHW to consider.  Whilst it was agreed that it was a wellbeing matter, the next planned SHW meeting will be too late to address this matter in the consultation response to the MKCC budget.   
Action: The clerk to establish exactly what the MKCC plans are about the removal of warden visits to sheltered housing sites and to feed this information to members.      
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/NOV/2024:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – The date of the next meeting is 5th December.  It was clarified that if Cllr Winsor could not attend this meeting, his substitute was Cllr Garner, and if she was unavailable too, the clerk could be requested to attend.      
· MK ALC – A meeting took place at Woughton Community Centre.  Both local MPs joined the meeting.  
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen advised that there was nothing to report. 
· East/West Rail.  – Cllr Winsor explained that the Government’s new budget had specifically mentioned that this project will continue.  A consultation is now out on trains, but it is still not clear what specifics are for the project past Bletchley.  
· Cllr Kitchen reported that the EA had done some ‘narrow channel’ reed clearance in the middle of the Great Ouse River, but it seems that the promise by the EA to attend to the reeds in the Ouzel had not been met as yet, and it was not likely to happen this year. The Flood Group had held a debriefing session after the last floods.  It was reported that the Newport Pagnell Flood Group was the most success of all flood groups in the MK and Buckinghamshire areas.   MKCC had left behind sandbags after the last floods in Newport Pagnell, which were now clogging up the pavements.   It is unknown whether these were intended for local residents to take for their own use. 
Action: The clerk to enquire about these sandbags with Andy Dickenson at MKCC.        
· The B&MKALC AGM is due to be held soon, and Cllrs Day and Winsor have been invited.  
· Cllr Henderson reported that the Management Board for the AGP at WRSG has not yet met. Enquiries have been made about this.  
· The minutes of the meeting held with the Bury Commoners’ Association on 14th October were received.  Cllr Henderson provided an update on a meeting he and the clerk had held with MK Museum.  It would appear that MK Museum is intractable on its position that it must own the artifacts dug out of Bury Common during the archaeological trench exercise.   It was made clear that MK Museum could not legally take only a portion of these assets, either the whole find must be given to them or they could not take any items.  MK Museum accepted that the assets belong to the Town Council, but had noted that the local Museum Development Board would expect these assets to be retained by MK Museum, which had an excellent conservation record. A proposal that the assets are held under joint custody was made to MK Museum, who agreed that this proposal could be taken to their board.   
Action: The clerk to follow up with Bill Griffiths as to possible timing for this to occur.   
The position taken by Cotswold Archaeologists was also discussed, as were their failings in ensuring they had the correct permissions to undertake the digs, and to impart their dig contract requirements to the owners of the site (the Town Council) so that these could be considered before permission was given for the digs to go ahead.   
Action:  The clerk was instructed to write to Cotswold Archaeologists, advising them again that the Town Council will not be paying the bill until a defined list of artifacts is given to the Town Council, that the Town Council had taken legal advice on ownership of these assets, and that whilst it was in discussion with MK Museum over a possible solution, unless Cotswold Archaeologists agreed to release the artifacts to the Town Council post their initial conservation observations, the matter would be passed to the Town Council’s solicitors to address.     
· Cllr Scott Humphries was not present to report further on the matter of  e-scooters, or on when the minutes of the meeting held by the E-Scooter Forum could be released to TPEM.   

ITEM 8. TC/NOV/2024: NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REFERENDUM 

It was formally noted that the results of the Neighbourhood Plan referendum held on 17th October were: 
· Votes in favour of wanting MKCC to use the Neighbourhood Plan to decide planning applications:   2353 (88.72%) 
· Votes against wanting MKCC to use the Neighbourhood Plan to decide planning applications: 294 (11.08%)
· Spoiled votes: 5 (.18%) 
· Electoral Turnout: 22.9%

It was reported that the Neighbourhood Plan had now been ‘made’ and so formed a legal planning document which the Planning Authority must use as part of their decision making process on planning applications. 

Cllr Henderson mentioned that he had been made aware that MKCC now planned to remove the Newport Pagnell Waste Recycling Centre, leaving only two such centres in Milton Keynes.  This matter can be discussed as part of Neighbourhood Plan V4.  .   

[bookmark: _Hlk182302690]ITEM 9. TC/NOV/2024: CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2025 

9.1		The calendar of meetings for 2025 was received.  The clerk advised that it contained an error in respect of one date for a TPIM meeting, which was scheduled for a Thursday instead of a Wednesday.  

	    Action: the clerk to send out a revised Calendar of Meetings. 	      

9.2	A ‘Coffee and Cakes with Councillors’ event will be taking place on 16th November between 2 and 4 pm at the Green Park Community Centre. Any Councillor interested in attending to let the office know.   

ITEM 10. TC/NOV/2024: NALC STUDY TOUR

A NALC Study Tour will be taken place on 20-21st May 2025 at Braunstone 
Town Council. Cllrs Butler and Avery expressed interest in attending.  

Once this is confirmed the clerk will book their places at the event.     

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.31 pm. The next meeting will be held on 9th December 2024. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

