

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday
18th December at 8.00pm, using Zoom Conferencing Facilities

Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor (Chairman). Also, Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk), and one (1) member of the public.
ITEM 1 DEC 2024/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Garner and Humphries.
ITEM 2 DEC 2024/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 DEC 2024/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

The applicant of planning ref 24/01548/HOU spoke to the meeting to advise them that she had amended the plans for her extension, in line with the working group’s request. The working group found the revisions acceptable and agreed to withdraw its objection and subsequent call-in to DCC. 
ITEM 4 DEC 2024/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 20th November and 4th December were received and agreed as a true and correct record.
ITEM 5 DEC 2024/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 The working group considered the following planning applications and made the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:
PLN/2024/2567 The erection of a single storey rear extension with roof lantern, first floor rear dormer and second floor rear dormer, 5 Park View. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 
PLN/2024/2051 Advertisement consent for the change in lettering to the existing signage (retrospective), 118-120 High Street. The Working Group expressed concern about the quality of design of the new sign for Yummy Bites, stating that it has a negative visual impact on the street scene.  
PLN/2024/2562 Certificate of Lawfulness of an Exiting Use to confirm that the continued occasional activity of restoring cars at the property is an authorised hobby and not a material change of use, based on intensity of use, compatibility with neighbouring residential uses, and the planning concept of enjoyment of a dwelling house, 6 Purcell Drive. The working group have no objection in principle; however, it believes the activity should be restricted to one (1) motor vehicle at a time.
PLN/2024/2555 Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed loft conversion with rooflights, 24 Tabard Gardens. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 
PLN/2024/2543 Certificate of lawfulness for a proposed single storey rear extension, 19 Salmons Yard. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 
PLN/2024/2526 The erection of a single storey side extension together with an additional window on the front elevation, and a new door to the rear, 52 Queens Avenue. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 
PLN/2024/2579 Replacement of existing flat roof material with insulated single ply membrane roof and replacement of existing doors and windows, Lovat Hall, Silver Street. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application. 
5.2 To receive the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 

ITEM 6 DEC 2024/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following licencing applications and make the appropriate representations to Milton Keynes Council Licencing Department:
ITEM 7 DEC 2024/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - PUBLIC TRANSPORT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	7.1
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding the bus service

	Missing flag at Westbury Lane North bus stop and unlit bus stop on Wolverton Road reported to MKCC Customer Services on 10th October. No response by 13th November. Deputy Clerk has chased up.  Update: Passed on to Passenger Transport. Response received 28/11/24: “Thank you for the advice. I have advised colleagues in our team who are responsible for the maintenance of stops and shelters in Milton Keynes. You shall be updated of action to be taken shortly.”
The working group discussed the lack of bus service at Tickford End and the ongoing inadequacies with the No.2 service in general. The Deputy Clerk to request a meeting with MKCC.

	
	
	

	7.2
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding DRT/MK Connect.

	

	
	
	

	7.3
	To address issues with E-scooters and bikes

	The notes of the e-Scooter forum meeting, held on 28th November, were received. 


	
	To finalise recommendations to Full Council for Geofencing.


	The working group discussed potential options for geofencing, and agreed the most convenient locations for dropping scooters off would be the local centres, the leisure centre, and Market Hill. The rest of the town should be geofenced. However, the working group ultimately agreed to maintain its objections to the use of e-scooters in Newport Pagnell.


ITEM 8.   DEC 2024/TPEM - OBJECTIVE:  HIGHWAYS
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	8.1
	To bring to the attention of the MKCC Customer Service Team any issues, and if not responded to in 90 days, to escalate to an appropriate MKCC officer
	Missing kerb stones at 14 Priory Street reported to MKCC, ref: FS661841956. MKCC are investigating the issue. Update: 29/11/24 kerb stones were repaired/replaced. Objective complete.
Lights on the Iron (Tickford) Bridge have been inoperable for some time. Deputy Clerk to contact Sue Keem at MKCC regarding why they have not been repaired. Update: Reply from Sue Keem on 28/11/29: “Structures look after the fabric of the bridge which includes the lanterns, but we are not responsible for the electrical supply for street lighting. When we refurbished the bridge a few years ago the cabling was removed, new cabling was proposed/investigated but there were some complications and risk of damage to the lanterns which are very fragile and have been repaired a number of times over the past 10 years.  I believe a decision was made by street lighting to not install new cable because the bridge is illuminated by standard street lighting off the bridge.” 
Open Reach barriers causing an obstruction on the pavement at Tickford Street. Update: 27/11/24 Pavement repaired, and barriers removed. Objective complete.


ITEM 9.   DEC 2024/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	9.1
	To receive annual statistics from MKCC Environmental Protection Team in respect of air pollution monitoring at Wolverton Road, and to publicise. 


	Nothing to report currently.


ITEM 10.   DEC 2024/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	10.1
	To ensure that NPNP is implemented at the earliest opportunity
	The minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan meeting held on Thursday 28th November were received. The next NPIG meeting is scheduled for Thursday 20th February at 11am.



ITEM 11. DEC 2024/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - RANGER SERVICE
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	11.1
	To log all requests for the ranger on a spreadsheet and keep under review at least every 28 days
	Ranger’s report for November received.


ITEM 12. DEC/2024/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - BUILT & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	12.1
	Built environment - To keep a watchful eye on the condition of listed buildings, monuments, local heritage assets and non-designated heritage assets in Newport Pagnell, with a view to their protection and preservation

New objective: ‘to follow up with Simon Peart at MKCC on actions being taken to restore Two Wrestler’s Garage…’.

	Tickford Convenience store reported to Planning enforcement under ref: ENF/2024/0400. Investigation commenced. Ongoing.
Update: Meeting with Simon Peart was held on 11th December 2024. Meeting notes were received.


	12.2
	Objective
Natural Environment - Focussing on the natural environment, this objective seeks to including unused land, biodiversity 
	The working group noted that the Environment Agency’s Fisheries Team are restocking the River Ouse on Tuesday 17th December.

	
	
	


ITEM 13. DEC/2024/TPEM:  DOG WASTE BINS

3.1 The working group were advised that new dog waste bin agreed for Severn Drive has been installed. Residents expressed their thanks to the Council for addressing the problem.
3.2 The working group considered a request from a resident of Wordsworth Avenue for a dog bin in the vicinity. After some discussion, members agreed that a new bin was not necessary at this time, as there are 2 bins already nearby. The working group noted that since the resident’s hedge has been trimmed back, there doesn’t appear to be any more occurrences of people dropping dog waste bags, but they agreed that they would monitor the situation and reassess it in a few months. 
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