NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 9th December 2024 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson,  Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  PCSO Duncan Peerless 
	 
ITEM 1.  TC/DEC/2024:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Paul Alexander, Mark Lombardo, Binta Bah-Pokawa and Sue Garner.  Cllr Scott Humphries sent belated apologies.   

1.2 The Police had delivered the November crime figures for Newport Pagnell and PCSO Duncan Peerless attended the meeting, reporting the following for the month of November 2024: 

2 Assaults with Injury
3 Assaults no injury
3 Burglaries
 	4 Drugs related charges
           1 Public order offence
	11 Shoplifting offences
	1 Theft of vehicle
	8 Thefts out of vehicles
           6 ASBs
3 Personal ASBs
	6 Suspicious vehicles reported
7 Suspicious persons reported. 

It was noted that the level of assaults continues to climb, and that shoplifting was a concerning issue. Councillors asked if PCSO Peerless could offer additional details at the next meeting, such as trends of where crimes were taking place, in order for the Council to consider methods of assisting the police in making areas less attractive to criminals.

A bench in Bury Avenue was mentioned, as causing issues around nighttime use.   

Action: The clerk will ask the ranger to investigate the area, to establish whether the bench itself, or the surrounding shrubbery, were causing the issue.    
 
ITEM 2.  TC/DEC/2024:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]Cllr Diane Kitchen declared an interest in item 8, and Cllr Paul Day declared an interest in the same item in relation to his connection to the Newport Pagnell Historical Society.  

ITEM 3. TC/DEC/2024:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  TC/DEC/2024:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 11th November 2024 as a true record of the meeting. 
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4.2	A letter was received from the Education Department at Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) about the Town Council’s proposals for Cedars School. It was apparent from this letter that no action will be taken by MKCC at present.   

		Action: the Clerk was instructed to write back to this department asking why action was being taken to build the school on the MK East site when no housing had been built, but no plans were being put in place for school building on the Tickford Field site under the same circumstances.   

4.3	It was noted that the clerk had contacted Andy Dickenson to ask about his plans for removal of the sandbags provided during the last floods in Newport Pagnell from the highways of the town.  However, no response had been received.  

	Action: the Clerk was asked to elevate the matter to Michael Bracey, CEO of Milton Keynes City Council. 


ITEM 5. TC/DEC/2024:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events:
 
· On Sunday 3rd November he attended the FA Women’s Cup game, which included the women’s team from Newport Pagnell Town Football Club. 
· On Sunday 10th November he laid a wreath at the Remembrance Day service, and gave a reading at the church service.  Later he and his wife went to Ousebank House where many of the veterans were socialising.   
· On Monday 11th November he participated in the wider Milton Keynes Remembrance Event held at the MK Rose, and again laid a wreath. 
· On Tuesday 12 November he represented Newport Pagnell at an Interfaith Reception hosted by Milton Keynes City Council.  
· On Tuesday 18th November he was invited to be the main event at the Brownies Pack meeting about democracy, held at St Lukes.   
· Also on Tuesday 18th November he and his wife attended the Carnival Quiz Night, to raise funds for the Newport Pagnell Carnival 2025.      
· On Wednesday 19th November he attended the Baptist Church thank you event for those who had supported the first stages of the refurbishment. 
· On Saturday 23rd November he chaired a public meeting for Chris Curtis MP, at the Mead Centre. 
· On Monday 25th November he spoke at the White Ribbon Event regarding the new campaign to end violence against women and girls. The focus was on stopping men committing acts of violence against women and girls, rather than making the women and girls do something different.  He then attended the vigil at the MK Rose.    
· On Friday 29th November he attended the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Association of Local Council’s AGM.
· On Saturday 30th November he and his wife were at the Christmas Lights Switch-On Event. 

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, was not present and had not sent in a report outlining her attendance at events. This will be reported at the next meeting.   

ITEM 6.  TC/DEC/2024:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 20th November 2024. Cllr Winsor reported that a meeting with Simon Peart about Two-Wrestler’s garage was imminent. 
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting dated 6th November 2024. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 25th November 2024. The Clerk confirmed that the Town Council now owned the Police Station building.  
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 4th November 2024. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 13th November 2024. 
f) The Economic and Service Development Meeting minutes dated 18th November 2024.  
g) The Allotment Meeting Minutes dated 19th November 2024. 
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/DEC/2024:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Garner had attended this meeting and will give a report at the next Full Council meeting.  
· MK ALC – There was nothing to report. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen advised that one grant had been issued. 
· East/West Rail.  – Cllr Winsor said that there were no issues currently affecting Newport Pagnell.   
· The B&MKALC AGM was attended by both Cllrs Day and Winsor.  The electronic components of this meeting had not been successful.  
· The Management Board for the AGM at Willen Road Sports Ground will meet early in the new year.  
· A letter from, and notes of a meeting with the Home Office were received in relation to the occupancy of the Ramada Hotel.  Cllr Day updated Councillors on the meeting.  

ITEM 8. TC/DEC/2024: ARTIFACTS/FINDS FROM THE BURY COMMON ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIGS

A letter had been written to Cotswold Archaeologists about Town Council ownership of the artifacts/finds arising from the trenches dug on Bury Common.  A response to this letter had been received, notifying the Town Council that Cotswold Archaeologists had not been aware of the plans for the new Newport Pagnell Museum, and had agreed to hold in safekeeping the artifacts/finds until such time as the new NP Museum building was ready to house them.   

A previous discussion with MK Museum at which the possibility of shared ownership of the artifacts/finds had been discussed was reflected upon, and it was noted that the Town Council had relayed the terms of the Cotswold offer to the director of MK Museum. No response had, as yet, been forthcoming, from MK Museum. 

It was agreed that the Town Council need take no further action at present, other than the action it had already taken to confirm with Cotswold Archaeologists acceptance of their offer. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk182302690]ITEM 9. TC/DEC/2024: BUDGET AND PRECEPT 

The Council discussed the 2025/26 budget, and the proposal by the Policy and Finance Working Group (PAF).  The PAF Working Group had suggested a precept increase of 8% to support demands arising from the agreed long-term plans to refurbish the Police Station site, a new grounds maintenance contract, additional insurance and increasing utility costs.  There were also considerations around the fact that following payment of these expenses, there will be a need to restore the Council’s reserves to pre-2020/21 real term levels.    
  
Resolved to approve the 2025/26 budget and 3-year forecast, and an increase of 8% on precept.  The net result of this is that it increases the precept demand for 2025/26 to £1,238,930 excluding a Local Council Tax Support Grant which the Town Council does not receive.   
 
Prop: DK	Sec: PD




ITEM 10. TC/DEC/2024: ‘TOGETHER WE CAN’ CONSULTATION 

A consultation on this new document was received.  During various previous iterations it had been watered down considerably.  

Generally the Town Council accepted the document but wished to recommend the following changes: 

1) The document should be paginated and each paragraph should be numbered for easy reference. 
2) The document should just say that "the most local councils are parish councils although some are called  '...Town Council' or '.....Community Council' and we'll refer to them all as 'Parish Councils' in this document." This would allow the document to refer to the lowest tier of councillors as "Parish Councillors" rather than the extremely cumbersome "local council councillors" phrase which makes the document difficult to read.
3) The document should be amended to reflect the point that it is not only new staff who need to know about the document, but existing MKCC staff need to be refreshed on the contents of the document, as many seem unaware of its existence.  
4) There is no reference to what happens if there is non-compliance on the part of MKCC or a parish to any feature of the document.  Without this the document serves no purpose.  Clauses in relation to non-compliance sanctions, and the process for addressing non-compliance, should be added.  

Action: The Clerk will report the above to MKCC.     

There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.38 pm. The next meeting will be held on 13th January 2025.
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

