NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Rose Davy, Mark Lombardo (chair), Diane Kitchen, Scott Humphries, Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa and Sue 
Garner.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Sarah Brandon (Carnival Committee)
		Clare McNeaney (Carnival Committee)
Sam McBrearty (Carnival Committee) 
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/JAN/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllr’s Anne Butler and Richard Abery.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/JAN/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/JAN/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.

ITEM 4.  CEPR/JAN/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th December 2024 as a true record of that meeting.  

Prop: ML	Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/JAN/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 5th & 6th July 2025
Strawberry Fayre:   No date available for 2025
Soapbox Derby: 	Awaiting confirmation of event 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 7th November 2025
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025 
Cultural Event:        See item 8.4 below.

ITEM 6.  CEPR/JAN/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

6.1.1	Councillor Coffee and Cakes event

Cllrs reported that the event was a success. The event was well attended and proved much more popular than Councillor Surgery sessions.  Councillors attending received a lot of queries regarding MKCC related issues.  It was suggested that a display board be placed at the next meeting near the entrance listing all of the responsibilities of NPTC and those of MKCC, similar to those listed in the Town Talk publication.

Ways in which to attract younger people to this event were discussed.  It was suggested to invite Ousedale school students.  Cllr Garner who is an ambassador at Ousedale, offered to discuss with the assistant deputy head teacher, that they publicise this in the school magazine `Ouse News’.  

Action: The events officer to forward a copy of the invitation to Cllr Garner. 
Action: The Event’s Officer to arrange a display board for the next event and to start distribution of invitations to residents in the Portfield area.  .  

6.2	Vintage Event

	6.2.1 	The officer's report was received.

	6.2.2	Adding a second bar was discussed in order to attract more visitors to the long stay car park.  It was agreed to offer the existing supplier the opportunity to supply two bars, one on the common and one in the long stay.  Should they not wish to take up that offer then the offer would be extended to alternative suppliers.  
	A rolling road closure for the parade was discussed.  This would start at the top of the High Street next to the parish church and come down the high street past the medical centre and on to Bury Common.  One concern is that it would be a higher risk for terrorism than if High Street was not closed at all.  Cllr Humphries suggested parking a van at either end of the road creating a block. Costs for a rolling road closure will be obtained and presented at the next meeting before a decision is made.  

	Action: The events officer to obtain costings for a rolling roadblock.  

	6.2.3	A proposed programme of events was received.

	6.3 	Volunteers’ Thank You Event

6.3.1	The attendee's list was received.  

6.4	40th Anniversary Event

6.4.1	It was agreed to go ahead with the quote that was received for a screen.  The supplier advised the size screen would be suitable for an audience of 400 people. 

6.4.2	Discussion took place regarding inviting the first town mayor to this event, Mr Ron Bowles.  Cllr Diane Kitchen suggested all past mayors be invited to this event, which this was agreed.
	
6.4.3	Cllr Scott Humphries advised that volunteer James, has agreed to put together a montage video but lacked equipment.  The clerk advised James to provide a quote for the hire of any items needed and the Town Council will cover the cost.  Cllr Scott Humphries to liaise with James and make arrangements for James to come in for a meeting with the clerk and events officer to discuss required content. 

	Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa suggested that current councillors wear printed t-shirts to this event.  This was agreed along with including the Town Council logo on the t-shirt.  

Action: The events officer to invite all past mayors to the anniversary event. 
Action: Cllr Scott Humphries to liaise with James. 
Action: The events officer to obtain quotes for t-shirts. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/JAN/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for December 2024 and did not raise any issues.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/JAN/2025:  OBJECTIVE – TO PUT ON EVENTS FOR RESIDENTS 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising of a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.
	See item 6.4 above. 








	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for this event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Earmarked reserves are to be used for 2025.  After this the budget will have to be considered. 

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	No action taken at this time, as the next event will be in 2026. 




ITEM 9.  CEPR/JAN/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	Cllr Garner reported she had not received any reply to her emails to MK Youth Council.  She asked if there was any contact details available.  The clerk advised she will obtain one.  

	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	Still awaiting village green status before establishing a Friends of Group. 

	9.3
	To hold Councillor tea parties to 
engage with residents
	The next surgery will take place on Saturday 8th March between 2pm and 4pm.  Cllrs Mark Lombardo, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Sue Garner and Rose Davy volunteered to attend the surgery. 

	9.4
	To find new methods of retaining existing volunteers 

	The clerk suggested researching local Orthodox Churches to seek out new volunteers.

The events officer to investigate and report back.
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ITEM 10.  CEPR/JAN/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2026/27. 

	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	It was agreed to update alternate years starting in 2027/28.




ITEM 11.  CEPR/JAN/2025: PRESS RELEASES

A press release to be issued for the upcoming consultations for the Police Station, the ATM, and an update regarding the Aston Martin Museum which is no longer coming to Newport Pagnell. 
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/JAN/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/JAN/2025: TOWN TALK

No items suggested for Town Talk. However, the Police Station consultation and the loss of the Aston Martin Heritage Centre will be addressed in this issue.  

ITEM 14.  CEPR/JAN/2025: TOWN CENTRE FLOWERS

It was agreed to have a red, blue and yellow colour scheme this year to match the Town Council logo.  .  

ITEM 15.  CEPR/JAN/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items discussed. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21:24 PM.

The date of the next meeting is on 12th February 2025.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


