NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 13th January 2025 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson, Scott Humphries, Roger Hornblow,  Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  
	 
ITEM 1.  TC/JAN/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo, and Sue Garner.   

1.2 PCSO Duncan Peerless was not able to attend the meeting, but had delivered the crime figures for December 2024 for Newport Pagnell which were as follows:


	Assault 
	13

	Burglary business
	1

	Criminal damage- mainly to vehicles on London Rd/ Tickford st
	5

	Drink drive
	3

	Drug offences
	3

	Harassment 
	4

	Making off without payment- taxi 
	1

	Malicious communications 
	2

	Robbery 
	1

	Shoplifting 
	15

	Theft – Packages left outside houses 
	2

	Theft from vehicle- vans targeted around Tickford Street 
	2

	Theft of motor vehicle 
	1

	Arson - Lakes Lane play park 
	1

	ASB- community – includes cars racing on A509 and youths causing ASB.
	6

	Public order offences
	4




Members commented that the shoplifting figure remained very high, although this may be a factor of retrospective figures being reported in the new system for gathering information.  

The Town Council ranger had cleared shrubbery from the bench in Bury Avenue that was causing issues around nighttime use, but it was reported that removing the bench would not reduce ASB because those offending would simply use the wall to sit on.    

1.3 A response had been received from Andy Dickinson about the non-collection of sandbags following the last flooding incident.  He had advised that it is not MKCC policy to collect sandbags delivered.  

Action:  The clerk will now arrange for a message to go out to householders, and via social media that residents who had received such sandbags should store them off the highway for later use.   
   
 
ITEM 2.  TC/JAN/2025:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]There were no interests declared.   

ITEM 3. TC/JAN/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  TC/JAN/2025:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 9th December 2024 as a true record of the meeting. 
Prop: PW	Sec: IC

4.2	The Home Office has advised that the Ramada Hotel will no longer be used for asylum seekers after February 2025.   


ITEM 5. TC/JAN/2025:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events:
 
· On Sunday 1st December he and his wife attended the Christmas Lights switch-on event in Kennington Close and he mentioned that Keynes Close were now also participating in a lights-switch on event. Both are to raise funds for charity. 
· On Thursday 5th December he and his wife joined the Mayor and Mayoress of Rushden for a carol service.   
· On Friday 6th December he attended and provided an interactive Christmas Tree for the Christmas Tree Festival at the Parish Church.
· On Saturday 7th December he was at the Northern Pastures Pre-school Fete and later attended the Green Park School Fete.   
· On Sunday 8th December he and his wife attended the parish Christingle Service.  
· On Saturday 15th December he was involved in the VW Christmas Cruise, spreading Christmas Cheer throughout Milton Keynes,      
· Also on Saturday 15th December he and his wife were at the concert at St Peter and St Paul’s Church. 
· On Tuesday 17th December Mayoress Sarah Day attended a wreath making workshop with Sue Billington, on behalf of the Mayor.
· On Tuesday 24th December he and his wife were invited to feature in the nativity service as Mary and Joseph. 
· On Wednesday 25th December, he and his wife visited Tickford Abbey, Linford Grange, Westbury Grange and Castlemead Court in their usual round of Christmas visits to the residents and staff at these care homes.     

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, was not present and had not sent in a report outlining her attendance at events.   

ITEM 6.  TC/JAN/2025:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 18th December 2024. Cllr Winsor reported that a further meeting with Simon Peart about Two-Wrestler’s garage had been held, and works were due to start on this site in January 2025.  He also advised on a question from Cllr Davy that pavement barriers had been removed.   
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting dated 4th December 2024.  
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/JAN/2025:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Garner had attended this meeting but was not present to give a report.  Cllr Henderson requested that anyone due to provide a report on an item at a meeting, offer this in writing in advance of the meeting if they were not able to attend the meeting. 
· MK ALC – There was nothing to report. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Henderson advised that one grant had been issued. 
· East/West Rail.  – Cllr Winsor said that there were no issues currently affecting Newport Pagnell, the main focus being on the Bedford to Cambridge route, and suggested that following the May Annual Meeting, the responsibility for attending these meetings be dropped.   
· The B&MKALC Board.  There was nothing for Cllr Winsor to report.  
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group – Cllr Winsor reported that on Christmas Eve a televised report on the Newport Pagnell Flood Group had been aired, promoting the group as an exemplar of community action. Flood defence  kit has been restocked at the Fire Station, and more volunteers have joined the group.  The next meeting of the group will take place early in February  
· The Management Board for the AGP at Willen Road Sports Ground will meet at the end of January. It was noted that a number of professional clubs are now using the AGP. 
· The minutes of the Newport Pagnell Youth Club Trust dated 9th December 2024 were received.   


There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.05 pm. The next meeting will be held on 10th February 2025.

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

