NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 12th February 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Rose Davy, Mark Lombardo (chair), Diane Kitchen, Anne Butler, Richard Abery and Sue Garner.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		David Cox (Carnival Committee)
		Mark Cockram (Carnival Committee)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/FEB/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Paul Alexander and Scott Humphries.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/FEB/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/FEB/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

David Cox reminded the Council that the Carnival Committee was still urgently seeking volunteers. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/FEB/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th January 2025 as a true record of that meeting.  

Prop: ML	Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/FEB/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 5th & 6th July 2025
Strawberry Fayre:   No date available for 2025. Cllr Lombardo has not been able to make contact with Michael Diamond. 
Soapbox Derby:      Event going ahead on 13th July 2025 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 7th November 2025
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025 
Cultural Event:        Next event to be held in 2026



ITEM 6.  CEPR/FEB/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Volunteer Thank You Event 

It was reported the event was a success, the attendance was good and there was minimal food wastage. The use of name badges was discussed, and it was agreed to provide sticky labels for people to use at the next event which people could use if they wished to.  Cllr Diane Kitchen passed on her thanks to the staff involved.

6.2	Vintage Event

6.2.1 	The officer's report was received along with quotes for a temporary closure of the high street for the parade.  It was agreed to accept the quote for a temporary closure from cannon roundabout, rather than from the Parish Church, as this second option would cost considerably more.  

6.3	40th Anniversary Event

6.3.1	The officer’s report was received.  It was agreed to go ahead and purchase printed t-shirts for councillors to wear.  Royal blue with yellow writing was agreed with the following wording: `Newport Pagnell Town Council’s 40th Anniversary’ and to include the Town Council logo and the years 1985-2025 surrounding the logo. Print to the front of the t-shirt.

Action: The events officer to procure t-shirts after establishing requirements from councillors. 

Action: The events officer to establish what 1980s movies might be available for the event.  

6.4	Annual Town Meeting

	Speakers for this event were discussed.  It was noted that a representative from the Neighbourhood Watch has already been arranged.  It was agreed to request a representative from the Historical Society to discuss the museum's move to the Police Station, and also a representative from the Football Club to talk about the new AGP which is now up and running.

Action: The clerk to advise the events officer who to contact to request a representative. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/FEB/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for January 2025 and did not raise any issues.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/FEB/2025:  OBJECTIVE – TO PUT ON EVENTS FOR RESIDENTS 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising of a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.
	See item 6.4 above. 








	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for this event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Earmarked reserves are to be used for 2025.  After this the budget will have to be considered. 

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	No action taken at this time, as the next event will be in 2026. 




ITEM 9.  CEPR/FEB/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	Cllr Garner will report back at the next meeting with an update in regard to reaching out to MK Youth Council.  

	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	Still awaiting village green status before establishing a Friends of Group. 

	9.3
	To hold Councillor tea parties to 
engage with residents
	It was noted that invitations have been distributed to residents on the poet's estate as well as through multiple channels at Ousedale school. 


	9.4
	To find new methods of retaining existing volunteers 

	Contact has been made with local Orthodox churches and the events officer is awaiting feedback.  
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ITEM 10.  CEPR/FEB/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2026/27. 


A discussion took place regarding replacing the Town Crier, it was agreed not to go ahead with this suggestion. 

	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	It was agreed to update alternate years starting in 2027/28.




ITEM 11.  CEPR/FEB/2025: PRESS RELEASES

A press release was discussed to announce the Annual Town Award winners, but it was decided not to proceed and instead to publicise recipients on the electronic sign.
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/FEB/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/FEB/2025: TOWN TALK

The spring issue of Town Talk was agreed. 

ITEM 14.  CEPR/FEB/2025: TO RECEIVE A MARKET PROPOSAL

A proposal from the Market Square Group was considered and agreed.  It was also agreed to hold this market in Station Road car park. The Town Council will arrange a closure of the car park.  Marketing would be the responsibility of the Market Square Group with support from the Town Council.

Action: The events officer to liaise with the Market Square Group. 

ITEM 15.  CEPR/FEB/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items discussed. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:53

The date of the next meeting is on 12th March 2025.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


