


NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on
Thursday 20th February 2025 at 11.00 am


Present:  Cllrs Anne Butler (AB), Ian Carman (IC), Euan Henderson (EH) (Chair), Richard Pearson (RP), and Phil Winsor (PW). Also, Shar Roselman (SR) (Town Clerk) and Abi Bassett (DC) (Deputy Clerk).

ITEM 1 FEB 2025/NPIG:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Carman and Pearson, and Alan Mills. 

ITEM 2 FEB 2025/NPIG:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The Working Group received and accepted the minutes of the virtual NPIG meeting held on Thursday 28th November 2024.

ITEM 3 FEB 2025/NPIG:	IMPLEMENTATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN v3. 

3.1	MEETINGS WITH DEVELOPERS
The Working Group received details of meetings held with the following developers:

3.1.1 Notes of a meeting with Vistry Group re Tickford Fields, held on 6th February 2025

3.1.2 Notes of a meeting with Berkeley/St James re MK East, held on 13th February 2025

3.1.3 A meeting with Bloor (MK East) has been scheduled for Thursday 27th March 2025 in Council Chambers

3.2	LIBRARY SITE

3.2.1	The Working Group considered what action is needed to forward plans for the Library Site.  The Clerk expressed concern about the lack of action from MKCC regarding the library, which is currently not being utilised to its full potential, having a lot of wasted space underneath the building. AB suggested that the library was well used and could grow as more homes in and around Newport Pagnell. PW opined that the library site is not ideal for redevelopment and that the current library is on one level making it accessible. PW also pointed out that the MKCC is financially constrained and may not have the resources to consider the library site for redevelopment, and in any event, the Town Council offices at 80 High Street would not be a viable alternative to the current site. SR advised that MKCC could enhance its finances by releasing the library site for redevelopment, which would also allow other community facilities to be built on the current site. SR argued that the library site is the catalyst to further development on that side of St John Street. The Working Group agreed to keep the issue of the library under review while it works on NP4 and agreed to look out for Community Asset Transfer (CAT) opportunities from MKCC.
	Action: Town Clerk to investigate CAT opportunities from MKCC.


ITEM 4 FEB 2025/NPIG:	PARISH BOUNDARY REVIEW
The Working Group received the minutes of the Parish Boundary Review meeting held on 10th February 2025. 

ITEM 5 FEB 2025/NPIG:	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VERSION 4 
The Working Group discussed the broad scope of NP4 and distilled the discussion down to 3 main objectives below (not in order of priority):
Objective 1 – Review old buildings with a regard to regeneration and/or alternative uses, to improve the Town’s assets.
Objective 2 – Find alternative ways to protect green, open space.
Objective 3 - MK East development, should the Boundary Review be successful. 

5.1 The Working Group discussed the following sites for possible inclusion in V4

5.1.1 Two Wrestlers Garage. Although this is a small site, the Working Group agreed that it is historically significant enough to be included in NP4. PW stated that he would support sympathetic, residential development of the buildings that retained some of the original features. 

5.1.2 Aston Martin Heritage Site, London Road. Members felt that this piece of land should now be referred to as the (old) London Road allotment site, as the plans for an AM Heritage Museum have been abandoned. 

5.1.3 Old Police Station. The Working Group agreed to keep this site in NP4, to be able to update it from NP3.

5.1.4 Other Buildings and/or Land (Marsh End Rd adjacent to Station Road car park, etc). Members noted that 2 planning applications had failed for that piece of land. The meeting discussed the possibility of taking over ownership of the land and using it for community facilities. 

5.1.5 Cedars School. Members discussed the potential redevelopment of Cedars School, with PW suggesting that the school's facade could be retained while the interior is redeveloped into flats and apartments. RP agreed, emphasising the historical and iconic nature of the building. The Working Group agreed for the Clerk to meet with MKCC and Ward Cllrs to discuss CAT opportunities for this site.

5.2 Protection of ‘Green’ sites

5.2.1 The Working Group discussed how to now protect ‘green’ space since Biodiversity offsetting policy could not be included in V3. SR discussed the potential for using the Labor Government's definition of “green field” and “grey field” sites to protect certain sites in Milton Keynes. SR suggested that the sites could be classified as Greenfield sites, which would provide a stronger basis for their protection. Green Cemetery space could be an option for one or more of these sites. The Working Group agreed to await further clarification from the government on this matter.
Action: Deputy Clerk to invite Duncan Mason to the next NPIG meeting.


There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed at 12.20pm.



