NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 10th February 2025 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner(vice chair), Euan Henderson, Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  
	 
ITEM 1.  TC/FEB/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Paul Alexander, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Scott Humphries, Roger Hornblow and  Mark Lombardo. 

1.2 PCSO Duncan Peerless was not able to attend the meeting, but had delivered the crime figures for January 2025 for Newport Pagnell which were as follows:


	Assault with and without injury
	12

	Burglary business
	2

	Burglary residential (Bikes Stolen)
Criminal damage                                                                         
	1
4

	Drink drive
	1

	Drug offences
	0

	Public Order
	4

	Robbery Service station
	2

	Shoplifting 
	11

	Theft 
	4

	Theft from vehicle- vans targeted around Tickford Street 
	2

	Theft of motor vehicle 
	1

	ASB
Sus vehicle
Sus person
	10
10
14




Cllr Clarke commented that the shoplifting figure remained very high..     
 
ITEM 2.  TC/FEB/2025:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]There were no interests declared.   

ITEM 3. TC/FEB/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  TC/FEB/2025:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 13th January 2025 as a true record of the meeting. 
Prop: PW	Sec: PD

4.2	A letter sent by Cllr Day to the Education Dept. at MKCC on 6th January 2025 was received.  It was noted that there had been no response to this letter.   

ITEM 5. TC/FEB/2025:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events:
 
· On Saturday 25th January he attended the charity quiz organised by the Mayor of Irthlingborough.   
· On Friday 31st January he represented the Town Council at the Town Council’s Volunteer Thank You Event.      

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, did not give a report outlining her attendance at events.   

ITEM 6.  TC/FEB/2025:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 22nd January 2025. It was noted that the works at Two-Wrestler garage that had a planned start date of January 2025 had not yet begun.  The Deputy Clerk had attempted to follow this up with Simon Peart, but there had been no response to her emails.   TPEM will address the matter at their next meeting.  It was further noted that the works under the direction of Simon Peart will only be to address safety issues in relation to the building, and will not in any way deal with refurbishment of the building.  It will remain an unoccupied shell.  The Town Council has the opportunity to address this through their Neighbourhood Plan V4.
The issue of electric scooters and bikes was also addressed.  Cllr Winsor advised that Cllr Scott Humphries was the representative on the forum which talks directly to suppliers of these modes of transport.  There was a growing recognition by them that something needed to be done about the number of scooters/bikes being left on pavements all over Newport Pagnell and elsewhere.  A system that affects charging costs can be implemented, and specified areas needed to be identified for where these could be safely left, so as not to incur additional charges.  The clerk requested that the area outside of the old Boots Pharmacy should not be an identified area for leaving the scooters/bikes, as this affected the Town Council’s licence to operate a Farmer’s Market on this site.        
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting dated 8th January 2025. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 27th January 2025.
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 6th January 2025. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 15th January 2025. 
f) The Economic and Service Development Meeting minutes dated 20th January  2025. Cllr Henderson explained that, although an excellent meeting had been held with Vistry Homes, the Town Council had been advised that owing to delays caused by the Planning Department at MKCC the build start date had slipped from October 2025 to Spring 2026.  
g) Cllr Winsor outlined the recommendations that had arisen from the Boundary Review Working Group meeting on 10th February 2025.

Resolved that the clerk should respond to the MKCC Parish Boundary Review consultation stating that the Newport Pagnell Parish Boundaries should be extended to encompass the area between the Newlands Warehouses and the planned Eastern Relief Road, and that the  parish should now be called Newport Pagnell and Loval Meadow Town Council. A recommendation is to be made for Newport Pagnell North and Newport Pagnell South Parish Wards to remain as is with 6 and 10 parish councillors respectively, and that up to 6 further councillors will be required for a new Lovat Valley Ward. Reasons for this proposal should be stated.  

Prop: PW	Sec: PD

It was recognised by the Town Council that this new parish formation of Newport Pagnell and Loval Meadow Town Council may not continue to exist into the longer term as more development takes place along the eastern front of Milton Keynes, and that further boundary reviews may adjust this proposal, but that for the moment, it offered the best opportunity for Milton Keynes City Council to be able to offer valuable local community governance to the new residents of MK East.   
   
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/FEB/2025:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Garner reported that much of the last meeting held in December 2024 had dealt with attempts to roll out the Newport Pagnell Flood Team to other parishes.  
· MK ALC – There was nothing to report. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen advised that one grant had been issued. 
· East/West Rail.  – Cllr Winsor said that there were no issues affecting Newport Pagnell and that attendance at this group should be dropped as from the new Council year in May.   
· The B&MKALC Board.  There was nothing for Cllr Winsor to report as the meeting had been cancelled. 
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group – Cllr Winsor reported that he had attended an MK Donut meeting, at which the Newport Pagnell Flood Group, and water management on MK East had been discussed.  
· The Management Board for the AGP at Willen Road Sports Ground met in January 2025. A new firm has been taken on board by the CASK to manage the AGP bookings.   This had been very successful, and the club were guaranteeing being able to put aside sufficient funding for the refurbishment of the AGP when needed.  However, delays by the planning department at MKCC had resulted in a late start date for AGP bookings.  The Football Foundation had accommodated this, by delaying the date of refurbishment of the AGP by an equivalent number of months to those caused by the planning authority.   
· The notes of a meeting held with Lewis Campbell of MKCC about the High Street of Newport Pagnell were received.  Cllr Winsor mentioned that Lewis Campbell had been candid in sharing that other parishes had also experienced issues with MKCC departments that had resulted in poorer viability of their High Streets.  

ITEM 8.  TC/FEB/2025:  PRECEPT LEAFLET 

The precept leaflet was agreed for distribution with a few minor amendments from Cllrs Carman, Day and Henderson. 
 
There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.12 pm. The next meeting will be held on 10th March 2025.

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

