NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 12th March 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Rose Davy, Mark Lombardo (chair), Diane Kitchen, Anne Butler, Richard Abery, Binta Bah-Pokawa and Sue Garner.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Clare McNeaney (Carnival Committee)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllr Scott Humphries.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th February 2025 as a true record of that meeting.  

Prop: ML	Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 5th & 6th July 2025
Strawberry Fayre:   Event planned for 15th June 2025. 
Soapbox Derby:      Event going ahead on 13th July 2025 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 7th November 2025
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025 
Cultural Event:        Next event to be held in 2026



ITEM 6.  CEPR/MARCH/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Coffee and Cakes with Councillor’s

It was reported that the event was a success and very well attended but would have benefited from more councillors attending.  Only three councillors attended, Cllr’s Rose Davy, Sue Garner and Mark Lombardo, they worked tirelessly to speak with all residents.  Cllr Lombardo thanked the office staff for organising it.  

The event was discussed and the following points were raised and agreed to be implemented for the next event:

· Councillors to wear high-vis jackets for ease of identification
· List the responsibilities of the Town Council and Milton Keynes City Council on the reverse of invites
· If acceptances exceed 20 to stagger entry times
· Handout cards are to be given to residents with issues relating to MKCC and others such as the Local MP, Thames Police Commission, and Fire Authority with a step by step guide on how to report related issues directly.  This will also list the contact details for MKCC Ward Councillors.  

If a repeated issue is raised, councillors should raise this with office staff to be addressed and added as an agenda item with the relevant working group. Individual items raised can be reported to the Town Council for onward reporting to MKCC but residents are also to be advised that it would be helpful if they themselves made contact too.  

It was agreed the next session would be held on Saturday 11th October at the Tickford Centre for residents of that area.

Action: The events officer to book the Tickford Centre

6.2	Vintage Event

6.2.1 	The officer's report, the programme and the budget for this event were received, and agreed.  It was noted that, as anticipated, some earmarked reserves will be needed, because of the costs of the road closure for the opening ceremony.  It was agreed that road closure should only take place between Cannon Corner, and the Medical Centre, to reduce costs.   

6.3	40th Anniversary Event

6.3.1	The officer's report was received, and no issues were raised. 

6.4	Annual Town Meeting

	The agenda was received and it was noted that there are only two speakers, a representative from the football club and Neighbourhood Watch.  However, Cllr Paul Day will give an in-depth talk about what the Town Council has achieved in the past year and an overview of the Town Council’s role, and will also speak briefly about the Historical Society’s interest in the Police Station site. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for February 2025 and did not raise any issues.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:  OBJECTIVE – TO PUT ON EVENTS FOR RESIDENTS 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising of a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.
	See item 6.4 above. 








	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for this event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Earmarked reserves are to be used for this event in 2025.  After this additional budget will have to be considered. 

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	No action taken at this time, as the next event will be in 2026. Cllr Bah-Pokawa advised she will drop a printed list of contacts for this event into the office.




ITEM 9.  CEPR/MARCH/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	Cllr Garner reported she had made contact with MK Youth Council but needed clarity on what we expected to achieve.  The clerk advised we would like to know if they are interested in any volunteering opportunities, their views on what Newport Pagnell is lacking for the youth and to offer them the opportunity to attend working group/council meetings to raise topics with the Town Council.


	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	Still awaiting village green status before establishing a Friends of Group. 

	9.3
	To hold Councillor tea parties to 
engage with residents
	See item 6.1.

	9.4
	To find new methods of retaining existing volunteers 

	To note, local Orthodox churches have been contacted and they were unable to help with volunteers.  In fact, they too are lacking volunteers and are experiencing issues in recruiting them.
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ITEM 10.  CEPR/MARCH/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2026/27. 




	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	It was agreed to update alternate years starting in 2027/28.




ITEM 11.  CEPR/MARCH/2025: PRESS RELEASES

No press releases at present. Instead of issuing a press release on those who were awarded the Town Award at the Annual Town Meeting, this information will be sent out on Facebook, and on the electronic screen.  
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/MARCH/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

Action: The events officer to ask for pictures of any sitings of the unusual and very rare visitor `Richard’s Pipit` which has been spotted in Bury Common, with a view to publishing these on the Council’s website, the next issue of Town Talk and on Facebook and Social Media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/MARCH/2025: TOWN TALK

The usual summer events will be highlighted in the summer edition of Town Talk.  

Action: The Carnival Committee was asked to please submit their advertisement for Town Talk. 


ITEM 14.  CEPR/MARCH/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items were discussed. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:42

The date of the next meeting is on 16th April 2025.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


