NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 17 03 2025 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Paul Day, Sue Garner,  Diane Kitchen, and Phil Winsor.(Vice Chair)   

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	
Hari Bakhshi – representing the Newport Pagnell Archery Club (for part of the meeting) 
		         		 	 
ITEM 1.   E&S/MAR/2025: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

In the absence of the chair, the vice chair took the floor. There were apologies from 
Cllrs Euan Henderson (Chair) and Roger Hornblow.   

ITEM 2.  E&S/MAR/2025: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/MAR/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions raised. 

ITEM 4.  E&S/MAR/2025: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2025 as a correct record of the meeting. 

Prop: IC	Sec: SG

ITEM 5.  E&S/MAR/2025:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  (WRSG)

	5.1
	To install a full size Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) and improve changing facilities for Newport Pagnell Town Football Club, jointly funded by the Football Foundation and the Town Council. 

	This objective is complete.  An s106 application has been submitted for the new signage at WRSG.  

	5.2
	To provide a football academy and further changing facilities, and a pavilion to be shared by the Cricket and Tennis Clubs. 
	A meeting was held with the various sports clubs at WRSG.  They requested that, instead of a pavilion being build on the Bloor land surrounding the grass pitches that are due to go on this site, funding be provided to the Town Council for enhancing the planned pavilion on the WRSG site itself.  This is to be discussed at the Bloor Homes meeting on 27th March 25. 

Action: To raise the above at the meeting with Bloor Homes. 



	5.3
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	Members agreed with the approach to move the pavilion from the Bloor site onto the WRSG site, through the transfer of s106  funding for this purpose. Members also agreed that, despite the football club’s reservations, at least one MUGA should be provided on the Bloor site for the purposes of netball/basketball.   



ITEM 6.  E&S/MAR/2025:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one covered and possibly an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	The notes of the meeting held with Vistry Homes on The Tickford Field site were received.  It was noted that the development is now further delayed by six months to the spring of 2025.   

The clerk has set up a meeting with the Bowls Club on 20th March to confirm their exact requirements.  Vistry has agreed to build this facility and the well-being/community facility, using their architect to draw up plans.  However, it is possible that there will be insufficient funding for both facilities from the s106 funding.  One possibility would be that if the Bowls Club moved the Town Council could use the existing facility on Castle Meadows as the community facility. If however, the Bowls Club does not agree to move, the alternative plan agreed by members was that a community/well-being facility should be built on the Tickford Field site including a large sports hall facility that could accommodate basketball/netball, table tennis, darts, etc.    

Discussion on the move of the Bowls Club is required with the new MKCC Sports Officers.  

Action: Cllr Garner agreed to discuss this matter with the MKCC Sports team at the sports consultation she is attending.  



	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site

	Details as in 6.1 above.  


	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	This matter was discussed at the February meeting with Vistry Homes.  It was agreed that the Town Council will take ownership of all land for parks, play areas and open spaces, apart from areas where there are SUDS. The Town Council will also not take on the two central sets of verges running through the development.   There was a lack of understanding from MKCC about payment for maintaining verges, but the clerk has clarified with Will Rysdale that s106 funding should only be for parks and play areas, and that s278( highways funding) should be used for maintaining grass verges.    



ITEM 7.  E&S/MAR/2025:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	A further update from the footpath officer at MKCC was received, stating that she had finally obtained all the information she needed from the MKCC Planning Department.  She would now be carrying the matter forward with the MKCC legal team.   

Action:  Should no result be forthcoming in several weeks, the clerk will follow up again with Sharon Bridglalsingh.       
  

	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park. 









ITEM 8.  E&S/MAR/2025:   OBJECTIVE: DEVELOP MUSEUM PROVISION

	8.1
	To attract an Aston Martin Heritage Centre to Newport Pagnell, by providing land to support the project.  
	The Aston Martin Heritage Centre is no longer progressing with the plan to relocate to the old London Road Allotment Site. Hari Bakhshi of the Newport Pagnell Archery Club reported that the NP Archery Club had visited that site, and found that it would be suitable as premises for the club.   He advised that the club would have to erect a backstop as protection from arrows, and that they were taking advice on how large the backstop needed to be.   He indicated that the club did not have funds for the necessary works at present which would include some internal car parking spaces, a container for storage, and levelling and grassing the area, as well as the erection of the backstop, but that they could raise these funds.    

Members agreed that the offer to the Archery Club at this point, providing that the final plan provided by the Archery Club was accepted by the Town Council, would be for a 99-year lease, fully repairing and at a  peppercorn rental. 

The clerk explained that local residents would be keen for the parking spaces that were currently external to the site to remain, but that these could also be used by the Archery Club, and new disabled parking spaces could be provided inside the fenced area.  

Action: The NP Archery Club to complete a plan for the site and submit this to the Town Council for approval within a few weeks.

It was agreed that once the Town Council had accepted the Archery Club’s plan for the site, the clerk should communicate with local residents by letter about the Town Council’s plans for this site.   

There had been a subsequent offer from the Rolls-Royce and Bentley Club (RREC) for using the site, but it had been explained to RREC that the Archery Club had first refusal on the site. 
.   

	8.2
	To facilitate an improved display centre for the Newport Pagnell Museum at the old Police Station site, by applying for grant funding to support the project. 
	The results of the bid submitted jointly by Newport Pagnell Town Council and the Newport Pagnell Historical Society to  the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for a consultation project regarding moving the Chandos Museum to part of the old Police Station site should be known by the end of March 2025.   



ITEM 9.  E&S/MAR/2025:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	9.1
	To undertake a grass ‘frequency of occurrence’ survey on Bury Common to facilitate an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2025.


	An email was received from the Council’s agent who deals with the Rural Payment Agency, noting that it is likely to be possible to submit a new bid for funding in the summer of 2025.     

	9.2 
	To ensure that Newport Pagnell Town Council received payment in full for the Higher Tier 2024 payments from the Rural Payments Agency.  
	Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) has  finally agreed that the data for 2020 could also be transferred.  However, this agreement came too late for the data to be transferred so the Town Council’s agent will submit a claim to MKCC for the funding they receive from Rural Payment Agency later this year. 

	
	
	


ITEM 10.   E&S/MAR/2025: FINANCE and BUDGET 

10.1	Members reviewed the February 2025 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.  
 
ITEM 11.   E&S/MAR/2025: NATIONAL BMX TRACK

A meeting had been held with the interested party, and a visit had been made to the old Lovat Meadow Caravan Park site to see if it was suitable for this purpose.  However, neither this site, nor the old London Road Allotment site were deemed to be large enough for this project.   

ITEM 12.   E&S/MAR/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items added to the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.05am  

The date of the next meeting is 10.30am on 19th May 2025.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


