NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 10th March 2025 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner(vice chair), Roger Hornblow, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
Cllr Chris Wardle – Newport Pagnell North Ward MKCC  Councillor
Two police officers for part of the meeting. 
	  
	 
ITEM 1.  TC/MAR/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Scott Humphries. Cllr Henderson was not present.   

1.2 PCSO Duncan Peerless and PSCO G. Ninja attended the meeting and delivered the crime figures for February 2025 for Newport Pagnell which were as follows:


	Assault with and without injury
	9

	Burglary 
	6

	Criminal damage                                                                         
	3

	Harassment 
	5

	Mal Comms
	2

	Public Order
	4

	Robbery
	2

	Shoplifting 
	11

	Theft 
	5

	
	

	Theft of vehicle 
	4

	ASB: predominantly drug related 
Sus vehicle
Sus person
	11
4
9




Cllr Clarke commented that the shoplifting figure remained very high. The police reported that they felt that the new system of reporting was improving things, and that one prominent person had been arrested. Shoplifting was primarily conducted by repeat offenders.  

The police mentioned that tool thefts are rising as well as bike thefts, and residents were urged to ensure that bikes and tools were locked away security, with items marked.  Lighting and CCTV were good for preventing incidents or helping to catch suspects.  

Assaults were mainly domestic violence, although some serious violence amongst youths had been noted, with one incident during this period of knife crime.   The wider police across MK now freely patrol Newport Pagnell, as it has been flagged as an area of concern for potential incidents.

The police were thanked for visiting the Newport Pagnell Youth Club to help defuse a situation there. 

Cllr Winsor raised the issue of a noisy vehicle in his road.   

Cllr Garner asked if any information could be given about percentage of arrests made, and Cllr Davy asked if a standardised reporting form for crime stats could be provided. 

Cllr Day thanked the police for attending, and said that their presence at this meeting was really appreciated.           
 
ITEM 2.  TC/MAR/2025:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]There were no interests declared.   

ITEM 3. TC/MAR/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  TC/MAR/2025:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 10th February 2025 as a true record of the meeting. 
Prop: RC	Sec: SG

4.2	A response to the letter Cllr Day had sent to the Education Department at MKCC on 6th January 2025 was received.  

ITEM 5. TC/MAR/2025:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events:
 
· On Saturday 16th February he attended the civic service of the Mayor of Irthlingborough.   
· On Friday 21st February he and his wife attended the Carnival Committee’s barn dance at Lovat Hall.   

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, reported that she had attended the following events:

· On 16th February she visited Chesham United Football Club, with the Newport Pagnell Ladies First team. 
· On 14th February she visited the Newport Pagnell Youth Club as a Trustee.     

ITEM 6.  TC/MAR/2025:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management Minutes dated 19th February 2025. 
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting dated 5th February 2025. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 24th February 2025.
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 3rd February 2025. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 12th February 2025. The successful ‘coffee and cakes with councillors’ event held at the Portfields Community Centre was discussed. A plea was put out for more councillors to attend future events of this nature.     
f) The Allotment Meeting minutes dated 18th February 2025. 
g) The Boundary Review Working Group minutes dated 10th February 2025. Members also received a copy of the letter sent to MKCC regarding the Town Council’s view on how the Parish Boundary should be amended.     
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/MAR/2025:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – Cllr Winsor reported that the next meeting would be taking place later in March. 
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen advised that there was nothing to report.  .   
· The B&MKALC Board.  Cllr Winsor reported that Michael Bracey, CEO of MKCC, had attended this meeting.  A strong message had been delivered by parishes to him about the difficulty of communicating with MKCC officers.  It was proposed that Parish Councillors and officers be issued with a card that would give them entry into the Civic Centre.  
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group – Cllr Winsor reported that a sum of £20,000 had been issued to the flood group from the Environment Agency, which would most probably be used to develop a list of water management assets, and assess the condition of these assets. 
· The minutes of the Management Board for the AGP at Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) were received.   Cllr Clarke expressed his satisfaction at the high level of activities that were now taking place at WRSG. There was, however, no clarity as yet on the exact date of the Sports and Wellbeing event being put on in the summer at WRSG.   
· The minutes of the meeting with the Bury Commoners’ Association dated 13th February were received. 
· The minutes of the Newport Pagnell Youth Club Trust meeting held on 17th February were received.  

ITEM 8.  TC/MAR/2025:  CONDITION 19 – VARIATION APPLICATION 

The Town Council had withdrawn its negative response to the variation on condition 19, based on the fact that the Berkeley/St James developers had explained that this would not result in a delay of the Highways projects for MK East, but rather it would bring forward housing to pay for the new bridge over the M1.  It was noted that the HIF funding from Government had not been sufficient to pay for the community area/through school and the bridge, so the bridge was now being funded directly by the developer.  On request from the Town Council about who had made the decision as to what infrastructure to build first, the Town Council had been notified that it had been an MKCC corporate decision to build the school before the bridge, using HIF funding.  This was despite the fact that a new school was planned for the Tickford Field site, but that this was being delayed because of limited numbers of primary school children requiring schooling.   
 
ITEM 9.  TC/MAR/2025:  ANNUAL AWARD

It was noted that the Annual Town Meeting takes place on 10th April, and that the clerk will send out all nominations for the Town Award by 26th March so that members can choose their preferences for who should receive the award. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.55 pm. The next meeting will be held on 14th April 2025.
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

