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 NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting

held on Thursday 10th April 2025 at the United Reformed Church, Newport Pagnell, 
at 7.00 pm. 

Chair:            Cllr Paul Day – Mayor of Newport Pagnell Town Council 
Present:        63 members of the public, including Ward Councillors of Milton Keynes City Council and members of Newport Pagnell Town Council 


Members of the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club

Members of the Newport Pagnell Flood Group

Nick King from Milton Keynes Neighbourhood Watch

          The Town Clerk and Events Officers
1. 
Opening 

Cllr Paul Day opened the meeting, thanking everyone for coming, the Council staff team for organising the meeting and the URC Church for the use of their venue. He mentioned that last year there had been an election and that, owing to a vacancy following the election, Cllr Paul Alexander had been co-opted to the Council. This had been his second appointment to the Town Council.  Sadly Cllr Alexander had passed away whilst serving as a member of the Town Council.  This had led to a new vacancy opening up in the South Ward of Newport Pagnell.  The Town Council had also during the last year experienced the loss of Cllr Joan Sidebottom, a previous member of the Town Council and former Mayor.   
2.
Minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting held on 24th March 2024 were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.   

Proposer: P Winsor                  Seconder: I. Carman 

3.
The Work that the Town Council has done over the last year
3.1
Cllr Day spoke about the Town’s Neighbourhood Plan, noting that this had passed referendum in 2024. He mentioned that finally, after 9 years, there were now developers looking to develop the Tickford Field site, in accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan that had been adopted in 2016.   

3.2
He said that there were also developers undertaking developments on the MK East site –  developmenst that no one had voted for.  This had led to numerous problems with the roads which the Town Council had worked hard to address, leading to some small successes.  He advised that he had now been told that the first stage of London Road works would be finished by the end August 2025, having first been told that the completion date was July 2025.  The Town Council had also been advised that the Newport Pagnell Waste Centre would in due course be closing down, as it was planned for Milton Keynes to now only have two waste centres.   
3.3
Cllr Day explained that the Town was lucky to still have its swimming pool, which had been retained post covid, only because the Town Council held adequate reserves.  This year there has been a big push to include women in sport, and the Middleton Centre was now running a Big Sister programme, designed to keep girls swimming or active at the gym beyond their initial lessons where they learned  to swim.  

3.4
The Town Council had worked with the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club (NPTFC) to provide an Artificial Grass Pitch at Willen Road Sports Ground, funded by the Football Foundation. There would be more on this subject later, by a speaker from NPTFC. Cllr Day mentioned that the day after funding had been announced for towns with a relationship to the Women’s Euro winners,  the Town Council had written to the Government to remind them that Leah Williamson, captain of that winning team, came from Newport Pagnell, not from Milton Keynes.   
3.5
The Town Council had monitored, and improved its parks and play areas, and had obtained some match infrastructure funding to go towards this purpose from Milton Keynes City Council. 

3.6
Biodiversity had been improved on Bury Common with the introduction of more hedgerows and small trees. 

3.7
An assessment had been done on all Town Council buildings with a view to improving energy efficiency, and based on the findings solar panels had been fitted on two of the Town Council buildings.  

3.8
The Town Council had invested a huge amount of effort in trying to bring an Aston Martin Heritage Centre (museum) to the Town.  Sadly, the Aston Martin Heritage Trust had decided to go down the route of a virtual museum, so this plan could not be achieved.  It is likely that the land made available will now become home to the Newport Pagnell Archery Club.

3.9
Aside from its usual events, the Town Council had put on a new and very successful Literary and Cultural Festival in September 2024. This will be repeated again in 2026, because in 2025 another new event will take place, celebrating the 40th Anniversary of Newport Pagnell Town Council.  

3.10
The Police Station site now belongs to the Town Council, and it is hoped that it will house not only new accessible offices for the Town Council but also a new museum for the Newport Pagnell Historical Society.  

3.11
There have been two boundary reviews, which the Town Council has responded to.  The first was a boundary review for councillors at Milton Keynes City Council. (MKCC). The Town Council proposed that Newport Pagnell became one ward rather than two, with three MKCC councillors. It is likely that this view will be accepted by the Boundaries Commission.  There is also a parish boundary review taking place at this time, and the Town Council is proposing that its boundary is extended temporarily to include the MK East Development, so that there is an active parish presence as developments take place.     

4.
The Newport Pagnell Historical Society 


Cllr Day spoke on behalf of the Historical Society, as he is their Honorary President, and Geoff Morris was unavailable.  He explained that in 1984 an exhibition of some historical pictures took place in Newport Pagnell.  This was so successful that a second event had to be organised.  This in turn led to the formation of the Newport Pagnell Historical Society.  The Historical Society holds and displays some 6000 items in their current premises, known as the Chandos Museum.  They also organise summer historical walks around town and hold meetings on a variety of subjects at the United Reformed Church.  The Historical Society is currently in talks with the Town Council about the possibility of moving the museum to the Police Station site, which will offer better accessibility and visibility, and a larger display space.  Three public consultations are about to take place soon, with the last one being held on the 7th June, at the Vintage Event in the Mead Centre.   Please come and have your say.  
5.
The Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) at Willen Road Sports Ground  (WRSG)

Phil Keech gave a presentation on the wonderful new AGP at WRSG, mentioning that the last time he had been to the Annual Town Meeting to give a presentation had been when the Swans won at Wembley Stadium.  On Monday 12th August 2024 the new AGP was opened, with Leah Williamson in attendance. The project had been three years in the making, and funding had been received from the Football Foundation futures fund.  The facility has smart LED flood lights.   A strict protocol is observed on footwear on the AGP, because the wrong footwear can cause damage to the carpet surface.  If someone arrives with the incorrect footwear, the Football Club has a number of boots on loan to address this.  The project has been a game changer, and it has even been filmed by the Lioness social media team.   


The site provides for:

· Kickers and Wild Cats teams

· 40 x youth and other teams including 10 x girl’s sides and women’s team.

· 4 x senior teams including over 50s walking football

· Free Kicks Football

· ‘Just play’ for women over 30. 

· BobiCats and BearCats football for disabled players

· ‘Sport in Mind’ football for mental health issues

· Q Alliance football sessions

· OB City sessions (for people who are obese)

This means that all teams can now play from one location, and that half-term football sessions can also be put on which helps to keep young people off the streets. 

6.
Neighbourhood Watch 
Nick King, volunteer chair of MK Neighbourhood Watch spoke about his role.  He mentioned that there was some overlap from his speech and the previous speaker, as for the first time ever, Neighbourhood Watch had been able to advertise in a Football Programme at WRSG.  He explained that Neighbourhood Watch had started in the 1960s in New York after a criminal incident where there had been 38 witnesses, but none of them had come forward.   In the 1980s the concept crossed the pond to England where it began in Bedfordshire.   The concept was how to encourage the community to report a crime. Neighbourhood Watch is a National Charity. This is then broken up into the various police force areas, and for us that is Thames Valley Police.    Under this there are various districts, of which Milton Keynes is one. Finally, but by far the most important are the grass roots local areas.  A local area could be the whole of a small village, or a street, or just a few homes in a small development.   It can be set up as people would like it to be.  

One of the major problems facing the group are that there are lots of very old Neighbourhood Watch signs around Milton Keynes, including some in Newport Pagnell. These send a signal to criminals that there is no-one around who cares, or who takes note of what is going on.  

Nick wanted to encourage people to come forward and form a Neighbourhood Watch local area, or to join an existing group. 

The following steps are recommended:

· Sign up to Thames Valley Police Alert via ourwatch.org.uk   This helps to keep you informed of crimes in the area, and most importantly, you can also notify the police on this site if you have a doorbell camera or any other form of camera on your property.  This gives a very valuable network for police to help track down criminals.  There are 14,000 people signed up in Milton Keynes, and a number in Newport Pagnell too.  

· On the Neighbourhood Watch website, undertake a postcode search to find out if there are any groups in your area that you could join. 

· If not, you can form your own.  You just need six volunteers in Newport Pagnell, and it is a very easy process. Running the group is not arduous.  It is about keeping your eyes open and reporting issues to the police.   You can also have direct meetings with the police if required. 
7.
Town Awards
The following people received Citizen Awards:  

· Scot Haynes for running the Christmas Lights Volunteers and putting on the Christmas Lights Swich-on.     
· The Newport Pagnell Flood Group for their work in helping to minimise the effects of flooding in the Town.

·  Julie (Jules) Ford, for managing the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club and working with girls in football.  
There were also two humanitarian awards issued:

· To Jonny Smith and Kate Howe for saving the life of a young child.    

9.
Questions


The Mayor opened the floor to questions.  

Q.1
 Can a business join Neighbourhood Watch? 
A.1
Nick King responded, saying “Yes, they can.” 
Q.2
Will ‘no-mow-May’ be applied this year again at Castle Meadow?  
A.2
The Town Clerk responded, by stating that as March had been a very dry month, it had been possible to cut the grass on Castle Meadow wild area in March, so there would be no need to cut it in May.  


  
Q.3.
Does anyone have any idea what is happening with the old buildings on the Aston Martin Site?  
A.3.      Cllr Winsor advised that the Town Planning Working Group had written to Aston Martin who had stated that they will be using the black hoardings around the site for images for the forthcoming celebratory event but had not said anything about their plans for these three buildings.   
Q.4
 Is the council taking on any more play areas?   
A.4.
 Cllr Day explained that unfortunately the Town Council cannot take ownership of any play areas if they are in private ownership.  It is up to the owner to be persuaded to give the land either to Milton Keynes City Council, or to the Town Council at which point the Town Council would take ownership.  The Town Council has applied to turn the Westbury Lane Play Area into a Village Green, but this has been an incredibly long process, taking MKCC many years to complete.   
Q.5
A concern was raised about the High Street with cars parking on verges and causing damage and a large number of people on bikes and scooters riding on the pavements.  
A.5
Cllr Day said that all pavements and verges are the responsibility of MKCC. The Town Council does raise this issue from time to time with parking enforcement and has also spoken to the Police on a number of occasions about the problem of cyclists and scooter riders.  The Council believes that the police are now starting to take some action on scooters, particularly on privately owned scooters being ridden illegally. 
Q.6.
Concerns were raised about people attending Willen Road Sports Ground and parking in local streets.
A.6
Cllr Day replied saying the part of the new developments at Willen Road Sports Ground would include more parking spaces on site.  Phil Keech explained that a new entry/exit system from the site had helped and that he would keep trying to reduce this problem for local residents. 
Q.7  
There are a number of A Frames in the middle of the High Street. 

A.7
Cllr Day explained that the pavements are part of the responsibility of MKCC, but where this is noted and the A Frame is clearly impeding pedestrians, the Town Council does try to speak with local businesses.  

The Mayor invited residents who had further questions to write these down on the forms provided

and he would answer them directly, and to complete the feedback forms about the Town Council vision.   
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9 pm, and the Mayor invited residents to partake of 
refreshments. 
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