

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd April 2025 at 8.00pm
using Zoom Conferencing Facilities

Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Sue Garner, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor (Chairman). Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk).
ITEM 1 APR 2025/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies for absence. 
ITEM 2 APR 2025/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 APR 2025/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.
ITEM 4 APR 2025/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 19th March and 2nd April 2025 were accepted and agreed.
ITEM 5 APR 2025/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 The Working Group considered the planning applications below and made the following representations to Milton Keynes Council Planning Department:
PLN/2025/0523 The erection of a single storey front extension with roof lights at 95 Richmond Way. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0788 Approval of details required by condition 20 (Design Code) of permission ref. 20/00133/OUTEIS at Tickford Fields Farm, North Crawley Road. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0546 Approval of details required by condition 8 (Surface Water Drainage) of permission ref. 24/01465/FULM at 124 High Street. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0643 Proposed conversion of existing garage to bedroom & en-suite, extension of front driveway for additional parking space and provision of dropped kerb and footpath cross-over at 38 Milton Drive. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0490 The erection of a proposed modular building to provide occasional meeting room at Newport Pagnell Town Football Club, Sports Ground, Willen Road. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0715 The proposed conversion of the rear-most outbuildings for habitable use and alteration to existing rear single storey extension and structures including a new roof with skylights, new facing brickwork, relocation of front door and new windows and doors, including additional and modified openings at 29 Silver Street. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0633 Proposed single storey rear extension and remove and resite gate to suit proposed extension at 28 Salmons Yard. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0456 Non-material amendment seeking to alter the 2x front bay windows and the front door style (relating to permission ref. 23/02825/HOU for the erection of a first floor rear extension with internal wall insulation to front external walls, external wall insulation to rear walls, additional insulation to roof, replacement of selected existing external windows and doors with new triple glazing and installation of PV panels and sun tunnels on the roof) at 25-27 Mill Street. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0734 Demolition of existing garages and proposed erection of one detached dwelling, relocation of vehicular access, and part single, part two-storey rear extension to the existing dwelling at 3 Hill View, Wolverton Road. After a long discussion, the Working Group agreed to seek clarification on the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan before making a decision on this application. 
PLN/2025/0776 Advertisement consent for the display of x1 externally illuminated replacement double-sided pictorial sign and amenity boards to existing post and gibbet. Relocation of x1 non-illuminated existing pictorial panel to wall. X1 externally illuminated fascia sign. X1 externally illuminated hand painted text and logo to the wall. X1 non-illuminated facia welcome sign at The Kingfisher, 16 Elthorne Way. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0627 The removal of the chimney stack and installation of new patio doors along with the construction of covered pergola seating area and entrance arch with raised planters at The Kingfisher, 16 Elthorne Way. The Working Group commented that while they do not object to this application in principle, they would like the metal container to be screened off from public view. 
5.2 The Working Group received the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 

ITEM 6 APR 2025/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
The Working Group considered the licencing applications below and made the following representations to Milton Keynes Council Licencing Department: 
Renewal Application from Mister Softee for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times:  Monday to Sunday, 16:00 to 21:00. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
Renewal Application from Pecorella Whip for 1 ice cream van Reg FJ72 WHP to trade Boroughwide for the following times:  Monday to Sunday 15:00 to 21:00. The Working Group made no comment or objection to this application.
ITEM 7 APR 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - PUBLIC TRANSPORT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	7.1
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding the bus service

	Issues raised by Cllr Lombardo at TPEM 19 03 25:

Bus Stops (Poets Estate) 

· Stops are not clearly defined.

· When they are defined, they are by a bus stop flag - buses won't stop there because it is not safe due to number of cars in the area that are parked. There is no dropped kerb.

· Drivers stopping in the areas that are not designated as a bus stop. (i.e. Westbury Lane opposite Portfields School)

· Bus stops in the area that are designated as a bus stop (i.e. by a flag on the streetlight or pole) however have no timetables attached.

· Permanent bus shelters that don't have any working lights

· Car drivers parking in the bus stops during pick up and drop off times.

Bus Stops (Wolverton Road)

· The new bus stops have no timetables or working LED lights.

· Did the old bus shelters have rubbish bins attached? If so, can we get them reinstated please?

· Would it possible to hatch them or mark the area as a bus stop? Again, not sure if there were any markings there before.

Bus Stops (Market Hill, High Street)

· Working with Highways, can we look at getting the double yellow lines in both stops repainted?

· The signage needs changing to the appropriate times (i.e. the working hours of the buses). Can MKCC remove the 07:00 to 19:00 and change to 05:00 to 23:00, with some of enforcement once it is up.

Response received from MKCC:

Bus Stops (Poets Estate)

It was not possible to identify permanent stops on Poets Estate due to safety issues. Temporary stops are in place at this time.
There is a programme underway to upgrade the power supply and lighting to bus shelters.

Bus Stops (Wolverton Road)

The new bus stops do have timetables in them. We are in the process of procuring new feeder pillars to the shelters to enable mains connection. Bins were not attached to the previous shelters. These stops did not have bus stop cage markings previously and there are no plans to install them.

Please can you direct future requests through the Council's "Report It" process.

Cllr Lombardo was dissatisfied with the response from MKCC and stated that a lot of the issues raised have been outstanding for years. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	7.2
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding DRT/MK Connect.
	

	
	
	

	7.3
	To address issues with E-scooters and bikes
	The Working Group requested an update from Cllr Humphries (not present at this meeting) regarding progress on geofencing in Newport Pagnell.


ITEM 8.   APR 2025/TPEM - OBJECTIVE:  HIGHWAYS
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	8.1
	To bring to the attention of the MKCC Customer Service Team any issues, and if not responded to in 90 days, to escalate to an appropriate MKCC officer
	Cllr Winsor reported various broken curb stones and potholes on Lakes Lane. Deputy Clerk to report to MKCC.


ITEM 9.   APR 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	9.1
	To receive annual statistics from MKCC Environmental Protection Team in respect of air pollution monitoring at Wolverton Road, and to publicise. 


	Nothing to report currently.


ITEM 10.   APR 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	10.1
	To ensure that NPNP is implemented at the earliest opportunity
	Nothing to report at this time.



ITEM 11. APR 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - RANGER SERVICE
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	11.1
	To log all requests for the ranger on a spreadsheet and keep under review at least every 28 days
	Ranger’s report for March received.


ITEM 12. APR 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - BUILT & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	12.1
	Built environment - To keep a watchful eye on the condition of listed buildings, monuments, local heritage assets and non-designated heritage assets in Newport Pagnell, with a view to their protection and preservation


	The Working Group received a further update on the Two Wrestlers from Simon Peart on 7th April: “We inspected the property last week (1st) with our structural engineer. A new first phase of support works have been undertaken to the ground floor (internal only, left hand bays as viewed from the street). Our engineer has confirmed that he is happy with the standard of these works and has made recommendations for the next and subsequent phases. We are now in communication with the owner regarding these.”
The Working Group agreed to request more information from Simon Peart regarding the works and a timeline for completion of the works. 


	12.2
	Objective
Natural Environment - Focussing on the natural environment, this objective seeks to including unused land, biodiversity 
	

	
	
	


ITEM 13 APR 2025/TPEM:
PAYPHONE REMOVAL PROPOSAL
The Working Group received and considered a proposal by BT to remove the telephone box outside Bargain Booze on the corner of The Green and Marsh End Road. The Working Group unanimously supported the proposal.
ITEM 14 APR 2025/TPEM: SPEED MITIGATION ISSUES AT PORTFIELDS SCHOOL

The Working Group received an email from Ward Cllr Alison Andrew and a petition signed by parents and residents regarding speeding issues at Portfields School. After some discussion, the Working Group agreed to invite Cllr Andrew to a site meeting to thoroughly investigate the perceived issues. 
ITEM 15 APR 2025/TPEM: INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS FOR DOUBLE YELLOW LINES AT THE CANONS/LEARY CRESCENT
The Working Group noted that the informal consultation ended on 14th April. The results of the consultation were 95% in favour of the TRO, and 5% against. Given the high level of support from respondents, the Working group agreed to submit the request to MKCC.
ITEM 16 APR 2025/TPEM: ISSUES WITH MKCC’S REPORTING PORTAL
Cllr Lombardo raised issues with MKCC’s Reporting Portal. After some discussion, it was agreed that, as Cllr Lombardo had raised these issues with MKCC as a member of the public and not as a Councillor, it was not proper for the Working Group to address them at this time. Cllr Lombardo was advised to approach MKCC’s Ward Cllrs for support with this issue. 
ITEM 17 APR 2025/TPEM: WORKING GROUP OBJECTIVES FOR 2025-26
The Working Group discussed the current objectives and felt that they were fit for purpose, encompassed TPEM’s remit, and did not need amending for the next Council Year. 
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
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Signed ……………………………………Date …………………………………………


