NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 14th April 2025 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Sue Garner(vice chair), Euan Henderson,  Diane Kitchen,  Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
	  
Cllr Day noted the sad passing of ex-Councillor and ex-Mayor, Joan Sidebottom, who had given many years to council work. 
 	 
ITEM 1.  TC/APR/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs Scott Humphries, Mark Lombardo, and Binta Bah-Pokawa. Cllr Hornblow was not present. 

1.2 It was noted that no election had been called for the vacancy in South Ward, so the Council was free to co-opt.  The vacancy will be advertised in the summer edition of Town Talk, and possible co-option will take place at the July meeting of the Town Council.  

1.3 PCSO Duncan Peerless and PSCO G. Ninja were not able to attend the meeting. However they had provided the crime figures for March 2025 for Newport Pagnell which were as follows:

	Assault with and without injury
	15

	Burglary 
	7

	Criminal damage                                                                         
	5

	Harassment 
	6

	Mal Comms
	1

	Public Order
	1

	Robbery
	0

	Shoplifting 
	9

	Theft 
	3

	
	

	Theft of vehicle 
	10

	ASB: predominantly drug related 
Sus vehicle
Sus person
Sus other
E-Scooters seized since February
	6
1
3
1
12



The trends that had been provided with the crime figures were very much appreciated by the Town Council.  


ITEM 2.  TC/APR/2025:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]There were no interests declared.   

ITEM 3. TC/APR/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no issues raised by members of the public.  

ITEM 4.  TC/APR/2025:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 10th March 2025 as a true record of the meeting. 
Prop: PW	Sec: RC

ITEM 5. TC/APR/2025:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day reported that he had attended the following events:
 
· On Sunday 2nd March he and his wife attended the Civic Service of the Mayor of Dunstable.     
· On Tuesday 4th March he was at the pancake festival in Olney, where he started one of the junior races.  
· On Friday 4th March he and his wife compered and quiz-mastered a quiz in aid of the Bone Cancer Trust  to assist a local resident who is fundraising for this cause.
· On Saturday 8th March he started the races and gave out medals at the Rotary Club Swimathon at Middleton Pool. His wife was a member of his fundraising team.  
· On Saturday 8th March he joined the members and supporters of the town’s Royal British Legion branch, who were celebrating their 100th anniversary at Ousebank House. 
·  Also on Saturday 8th March he and his wife attended a charity dinner organised by the Mayor of Irthlingborough. 
· On Sunday 9th March he went to the Civic Service in Ampthill. 
· On Saturday 15th March he attended the Flitwick Civic Reception. 
· On Sunday 16th March he was at the Civic Service for Leighton-Linslade Town Council.  
· On Tuesday 18th March he opened the AGM of the Historical Society, as their Honorary President. 
· On Thursday 20th March he attended the Bury Commoners’ AGM.
· On Monday 24th March he was at a Charity Bingo night in Leighton Buzzard.  
· On Friday 28th March he and his wife joined the Mayor of Stotfold for a quiz event.    

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, reported that she had attended the following event:

· On 16th March 2025 she travelled to Beaconsfield to watch the Newport Pagnell Ladies’ First Team play in the final of the Berks & Bucks Country Cup.   

ITEM 6.  TC/APR/2025:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management minutes dated 19th
 March 2025. 
b) The Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 5th March 2025. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 31st March 2025. Cllr Clarke asked if the £200,000 in the CCLA Property Fund was a sufficient reserve.  The clerk explained that this was not high enough as a general reserve, but it was the emergency fund kept apart from the Council’s other bank accounts in a share portfolio.  The Council did hold other significant general reserves, but until the quantity surveying for the police station site had been completed the exact amount that would remain in the general reserve was uncertain. Cllr Davy asked if the objective to review the appointment of the internal auditor and accountant should read to be achieved in the year 25/26.  The clerk explained that there were plans to complete this objective in 2025.   
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 3rd March 2025. It was noted that since the recommendation made on removing a bridge on Bury Common, new information had been received from the Bury Commoners, so the matter will be debated again.    
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 12th March 2025. Forty seven residents had attended the successful ‘Coffee and cakes with Councillors’ event held at the Portfields Community Centre.  .     
f) The Economic and Service Development minutes dated 17th March.   Cllr Henderson mentioned that since that meeting, the bad news that the Council had not received the Heritage Lottery Fund grant had been received.  The clerk had been asked to write to the grant funders to ask them to elaborate on the reasons behind their assessment that the project was of too high a risk.  
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497]
ITEM 7.  TC/APR/2025:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Parish Forum Meeting – The minutes of this meeting dated 13th March were received.  Cllr Winsor commented that despite the companies providing electric bikes and scooters having the technology to improve the situation regarding these vehicles travelling illegally on pavements and being left unattended, these organisations were not doing anything to address these problems.    
· Education Trust – Cllr Kitchen advised that there was nothing to report.  .   
· The B&MKALC Board.  Cllr Winsor said that there was nothing to report. 
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group – There was no update from this group, as it had been a very dry March.  
· No meetings of the Management Board for the AGP at Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) had been held, but the clerk reported on meetings she had held with the tennis and football clubs, regarding concerns about the proposed new pavilion placement and the cricket practice area.     

ITEM 8.  TC/APR/2025:  CONSULTATION: EDUCATION ON MK EAST SITE

The Town Council received the consultation about ‘Education on the MK East Site.’ A fulsome discussion was held about how the Town Council should respond with some members feeling that a no or limited response was required.  However, it was agreed that there were implications for Newport Pagnell and that it would be helpful if the Education Department at MKCC could consider the wider picture. 

Resolved to respond to the consultation asking that department to think about education in a joined up way, as there was synergy between what was planned for this site and education in Newport Pagnell, given the proximity of the site to the town.  Newport Pagnell has excellent schools, will be providing the nearest A level facility for the whole of the MK East site, and there is an opportunity for Education Trusts operating in Newport Pagnell to be bidding to run the newly build through-school and other schools on the MK East site.  In addition the change of policy to develop the through-school in advance of the homes being built had implications for the Tickford Field Primary School, and the Town Council had put forward a proposal under the boundary review that it temporarily extended its borders so that the MK East site became part of the Newport Pagnell parish.  

Prop: PD Sec: PW


ITEM 9.  TC/APR/2025: REVIEW OF THE CORPORATE PLAN 

The six monthly review of the Council’s Corporate Plan was received.  Cllr Day commented that the new approach was working to keep Councillors and residents informed about the Council’s long and short term objectives and achievement against these.  Councillors mentioned a few typos and words that had been left out.  The clerk will amend the document accordingly before putting it on the Council website.  





 
[bookmark: _Hlk195601341]ITEM 10.  TC/APR/2025: WORKING GROUP CHOICES

The clerk had sent out the usual request for nominees for working groups, chair and vice chair of the Council.   Councillors are asked to please respond by 8 am on 22nd April if they haven’t done so already.     

There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.59 pm. The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Town Council and will be held on 12th May 2025.

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

