NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Rose Davy, Mark Lombardo (chair), Diane Kitchen, Anne Butler, Richard Abery, Scott Humphries (vice chair) and Sue Garner.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Clare McNeaney (Carnival Committee)
		Sarah Brandon (Carnival Committee)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/MAY/2025:  WELCOME TO CHAIR/VICE CHAIR AND      APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Cllr Mark Lombardo was welcomed as the chair of the working group and Cllr Scott Humphries as the new vice chair.  Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa was absent, and there were no apologies.  

ITEM 2.  CEPR/MAY/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/MAY/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/MAY/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th April 2025 as a true record of that meeting with one amendment to item 8.1 to remove the comment about see item 6.4.   

Prop: ML	Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/MAY/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 5th & 6th July 2025.  
Strawberry Fayre:   Event planned for 15th June 2025. 
Soapbox Derby:      Event going ahead on 13th July 2025 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 7th November 2025.  It was reported that a new Firework fundraiser may be needed due to issues with Food Truck Friday.
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025 
Cultural Event:        Next event to be held in 2026.

ITEM 6.  CEPR/MAY/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

No events to review.

6.2	Vintage Event

6.2.1 	The officer's report was received.   The working group approved the new entertainment items that have been sourced for both the long stay car park and Bury Common including an inflatable slide, that will be monitored by Cllr Winsor for Health and Safety purposes.

ITEM 7.  CEPR/MAY/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for April 2025 and did not raise any issues.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/MAY/2025:  OBJECTIVE – TO PUT ON EVENTS FOR RESIDENTS 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.
	The first event is to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Town Council. 

Action: the events officer to circulate the list of possible 1980 movies for the evening entertainment, of which three are to be chosen for consultation with the public.  


	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for a regular September event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Earmarked reserves are to be used for this event in 2025.  After this additional budget will have to be considered. 

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	The next event is in 2026. The clerk reported that feedback from the previous cultural  event had highlighted a need to include more traditional elements, such as Morris dancing.  Cllr Scott Humphries recommended a Morris dancing group for consideration.  Cllr Anne Butler offered to contact the Brooklands Centre to obtain details for a potential Isle of Man dancing group.

Action: The events officer to contact the suggested Morris dancing group and to try to make contact with the local Irish Group. 
Action: Cllr Anne Butler to obtain contact details for an Isle of Man dancing group from the Brooklands Centre.   





      ITEM 9.  CEPR/MAY/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	Awaiting feedback from Cllr Sue Garner’s communication with MK Youth Council. 

	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	The clerk reported that the application for ‘Village Green’ status on Westbury Park had initially been declined.  However, MKCC solicitors had established that the basis for the refusal was incorrect, and are currently carrying out investigative work to try to reach a positive outcome. 


	9.3
	To hold Councillor tea parties to 
engage with residents

	The next one is planned for 11th October 2025 at the Tickford Centre.

	9.4
	To find new methods of retaining existing volunteers 

	It was agreed to remove this objective.



ITEM 10.  CEPR/MAY/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND    NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2026/27. This may need to be deferred for another year, given the costs of the refurbishment of the old Police Station site. 




	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	It was agreed to update alternate years starting in 2027/28. This may need to be deferred for another year, given the costs of the refurbishment of the old Police Station site. 




ITEM 11.  CEPR/MAY/2025: VISION AND OBJECTIVES

11.1	Discussion took place regarding new objectives.  It was reported that Cllr Paul Day had suggested the following two ideas, and the working group agreed to include these as new objective.  

· To offer the Redway Runners who walk and run in Newport Pagnell a base in Newport Pagnell as a space to store their memorabilia.

· To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers.

· It was agreed to remove objective 9.4 above.
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/MAY/2025: PRESS RELEASES

It was reported that the event’s officer had issued a press release for the re-election of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.
 
ITEM 13.  CEPR/MAY/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 14.  CEPR/MAY/2025: TOWN TALK

The summer edition for Town Talk was agreed with a few minor amendments. 

ITEM 15.  CEPR/MAY/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items were added to the agenda other than the reconfiguration of the objectives for this council year.   

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:30.

The date of the next meeting is 11th June 2025.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


