


NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 22nd May 2025 at 11.00 am.


Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Euan Henderson (Chair), Richard Abery, Diane Kitchen, Richard Pearson, and Phil Winsor, Roger Hornblow. Also, Alan Mills,  Shar Roselman (Town Clerk), Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk).

ITEM 1 MAY 2025/NPIG:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
There were no apologies for absence. 

ITEM 2 MAY 2025/NPIG:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the NPIG meeting held on Thursday 20th February 2025 were accepted and agreed.

ITEM 3 MAY 2025/NPIG:	IMPLEMENTATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN v3. 

3.1	MEETINGS WITH DEVELOPERS
The working Group received details of meetings held with the following developers:

3.1.1 The Working Group received notes of a meeting with Vistry Group re Tickford Fields, held on 8th May 2025

3.1.2 The Working Group received and noted the pre-application pack from Vistry, containing the Phase 1 site layout.

3.1.3 The Working Group received the Memorandum of Understanding and BCIS Indices from Vistry as per the meeting held on the 8th May.

3.1.4 The Working Group noted that the meeting with Bloor Homes (MK East) previously scheduled for Thursday 27th March, and later rescheduled for 8th May 2025, was cancelled by Bloor Homes. The information regarding whether Bloor would be willing to support paying s106 funding for the pavilion and parking on site instead of making these provision on site, so that they could be provided at WRSG, have yet to be resolved.  The Town Council has written a letter to Bloor, requesting a response to this, which the Working Group received a copy of.  

3.1.5 The Working Group received the written responses from Bloor Homes to the queries raised by NPIG, noting compliance with the NP Neighbourhood Plan on small homes.

3.1.6 The Working Group received a pre-application pack regarding the Builders Yard at Union Street. It was noted that there has been no provision made for a pedestrian access through the yard, from Union Street to the Long Stay Car Park on Queen’s Avenue, as per Policy NP3 of the Newport Pagnell Neighbourhood Plan. The planning statement does however make mention of the fact that “a pedestrian link can be provided through the site”. The Working Group would like to see more detail on how, where, and when this would be provided. 


3.2	LIBRARY SITE
The Town Clerk advised that she had attended a meeting with an MKCC officer from children’s services where it had been clarified that the department will be making new efforts to address problems emerging in younger children.  To this end they will be using a part of the library facilities, making it more unlikely that MKCC would wish to move the library into the existing Town Council offices in the near future.   

ITEM 4 MAY 2025/NPIG:	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VERSION 4 

4.1 
4.1.1 Two Wrestlers Garage
The meeting received a verbal report from Cllr Ian Carman on actions being taken by MKCC on this site. On 7th April, MKCC informed TPEM that a new first phase of support works had been undertaken to the ground floor (internal only, left hand bays as viewed from the street). MKCC’s engineer confirmed that he is happy with the standard of these works and made recommendations for the next and subsequent phases. TPEM has further inquired of MKCC regarding the next phases of work, and the timeline for completion of the works with particular reference to the barriers around the building that are blocking the pavement. TPEM has been waiting since 24th April for a reply to its queries, despite a follow up email on the 14th May. At its meeting on 21st May, TPEM requested that the Deputy Clerk write again to the relevant officer, copying in the Chief Planning Officer, and the CEO of MKCC stating its dissatisfaction at the lack of response. 

4.1.2 Old London Road Allotments
The meeting noted that the archery club has stated that it wishes to occupy this site, however the Working group are yet to receive any firm plans or drawings from the Archery Club.  

4.1.3 Old Police Station site
The meeting received a verbal update from the Clerk on the Police Station site. The first Quantity Survey has been completed with the project costs estimated to be circa £1.8m. The architects have since applied value engineering with the expectation that the costs can be brought down to around £1.2m. The work is expected to take place in multiple phases over 3 years. The first phase will seek to secure the Town Council office facilities, with the second phase concentrating on provision of the museum.

4.1.4 Marsh End Rd adjacent to Station Road car park
The meeting discussed potential options for this site, and agreed that it is unlikely that a planning application for residential units would be approved here. Other uses for the land could include public or private parking, EV charging spaces, residential permit parking. The working group agreed to make provision for this land in NP4.  

4.1.5 Cedars School
The working group discussed this site and reluctantly agreed that there was little else they could do to include it in the emerging Plan.

4.1.6 Historical buildings at the old Aston Martin site
The group considered these buildings and agreed that they would convert readily into residential units and that would be the most profitable option. The working group agreed to seek a meeting with Aston Martin to ascertain their future plans, if any, for the buildings.  

4.1.7 Brownfield Sites
The meeting discussed other brownfield sites, including unoccupied buildings and land to be considered in the new Neighbourhood Plan V4, and produced the following options:
· Newport Pagnell Recycling Centre (due to close)
· Old Land Rover Garage on Renny Park Industrial Estate (site of warehouse fire in 2014, still empty and unused)
· Lovat Meadow Caravan Park, London Road (permanently closed)
· Empty, unused paddock on Tongwell Lane (subject to flooding, would be useful for a link from MK East to London Road.)

4.2 Protection of ‘Green’ sites

4.2.1 The Working Group agreed to engage O’Neil Homer for advice on how to approach the protection of the remaining green field sites in Newport Pagnell, and whether there is scope to change their definition from ‘grey field’ to ‘green field’. 
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