

NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st May 2025 at 8.00pm,
using Zoom Conferencing Facilities.
Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman (Chairman), Sue Garner, Scott Humphries, Diane Kitchen, Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor. 
ITEM 1 MAY 2025/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence. 
ITEM 2 MAY 2025/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 MAY 2025/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.
ITEM 4 MAY 2025/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 23rd April and 7th May 2025 were accepted and agreed.
ITEM 5 MAY 2025/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 The working group considered the planning applications below, and made the following representations to Milton Keynes City Council Planning Department:
PLN/2025/0737 The conversion of garage, erection of a first floor side extension above the existing garage, part two storey and part single storey rear extension and new tiled roof awning on front elevation at 25 Eliot Close. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0867 The removal of epicormic growth on main stems up to 5m and deadwood throughout of G1 (Lime Trees) protected by Milton Keynes Council Tree Preservation Order no. PS/540/15/29 at 63 Glenwoods. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2025/0932 The replacement of existing anodised aluminium sliding sash windows with white UPVC sliding sash double glazed windows at Swan Revived Hotel, 33 High Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.

PLN/2025/0906 The demolition of the existing rear extension and the erection of a single storey rear and side extension with roof lights at 37 Milton Drive. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
5.2 The working group received the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 

ITEM 6 MAY 2025/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
The working group considered the licencing applications below and made the following representations to Milton Keynes City Council Licencing Department: 
Renewal application from Charlie Brown’s (Reg W395 EOK) for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 16:00 to 19:00. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
Renewal application from MK Ices (Reg DG10 HCV) for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 14:00 to 21:00. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
New application from Marie’s Ices for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 15:00 to 18:00. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
New application from MK Munchies To sell: Hot takeaway food. Hours being applied for are Monday to Sunday 12:00 – 15:00.  The working group made no comment or objection to this application.                                                                

ITEM 7 MAY 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - PUBLIC TRANSPORT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	7.1
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding the bus service
	


	
	
	

	
	
	

	7.2
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding DRT/MK Connect.

	

	
	
	

	7.3
	To address issues with E-scooters and bikes
	Cllr Humphries updated the working group on the areas that have already been geofenced, which include low lying areas prone to flooding and areas that are close to water. Cllr Humphries also recommended that narrow streets should be geofenced to stop paths becoming obstructed. If a user leaves a scooter in an area that has been geofenced, the ride will continue, and the user will continue to get charged until they leave it in a ‘safe’ area outside of the geofence. The next E-Scooter forum meeting is Thursday 22nd May. Cllr Humphries will report back to the working group.
The working group discussed areas that should be geofenced and areas that would make suitable drop-off points. It was agreed to geofence all of the High Street and St. John Street, apart from at the Library on St. John Street, and Market Hill and outside of the medical centre on the High Street.



ITEM 8.   MAY 2025/TPEM - OBJECTIVE:  HIGHWAYS
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	8.1
	To bring to the attention of the MKCC Customer Service Team any issues, and if not responded to in 90 days, to escalate to an appropriate MKCC officer
	Cllr Winsor reported various broken curb stones and potholes on Lakes Lane. Update: Reported to MKCC on 25th April under refs: FS709038059 and FS709035983. MKCC attended to repair defects “along the entire length of Lakes Lane” on 16th May, however, Cllrs note that only one pothole was actually repaired although MKCC have advised that both jobs were completed. Deputy Clerk to chase up with MKCC. 
The working group were advised that the Deputy Clerk is attending a Highways Information Session on 6th June. This is an opportunity to ask questions and check on any current enquiries. It will also be an opportunity to meet with the new Engagement Officer from Ringway, Steve Bryant. Members to forward any inquiries on highways to the Deputy Clerk by the 5th June. 

 


ITEM 9.   MAY 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	9.1
	To receive annual statistics from MKCC Environmental Protection Team in respect of air pollution monitoring at Wolverton Road, and to publicise. 


	Nothing to report currently.


ITEM 10.   MAY 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	10.1
	To ensure that NPNP is implemented at the earliest opportunity
	The working Group noted that the next meeting of NPIG is scheduled for 22nd May  2025 at 11am.



ITEM 11. MAY 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - RANGER SERVICE
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	11.1
	To log all requests for the ranger on a spreadsheet and keep under review at least every 28 days
	The working group received the Ranger’s report for April.


ITEM 12. MAY 2025/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - BUILT & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	12.1
	Built environment - To keep a watchful eye on the condition of listed buildings, monuments, local heritage assets and non-designated heritage assets in Newport Pagnell, with a view to their protection and preservation


	Members were advised that following the working group’s request more information from Simon Peart regarding the works at the Two Wrestlers and a timeline for completion of the works, the Deputy Clerk had emailed Simon Peart on 24th April and 14th May, and was still awaiting his response by the time of the meeting. The working group requested that the Deputy Clerk email Simon again requesting a response, copying in MKCC’s CEO Michael Bracey.


	12.2
	Objective
Natural Environment - Focussing on the natural environment, this objective seeks to including unused land, biodiversity
 
	Cllr Lombardo raised the issue of the entrance to Bury Common and a gate that needs repairing, and requested that the Ranger looks at it. The Deputy Clerk to pass on to the Property Officer.

	
	
	


ITEM 13 MAY 2025/TPEM:
INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS FOR DOUBLE YELLOW LINES ON PART OF NORTH CRAWLEY ROAD

The working group noted that the consultation ended on 12th May. The results of the consultation were 85% in favour of the double yellow lines. The working group agreed to submit the responses to MKCC’s Highways Liaison Team as a formal application. Deputy Clerk to submit the application.
ITEM 14 MAY 2025/TPEM: WORKING GROUP OBJECTIVES FOR 2025-26
The working group discussed the objectives proposed and the format they should take. They agreed that objectives should be specific and measurable, and importantly, they should be achievable by the Town Council. Cllr Winsor advised that he had a format that he believed would be suitable. It was agreed to remove item 9.1 from the current objectives. The annual statistics can be dealt with under 12.2 when they are released. 

Members were advised to send anything for consideration to the Deputy Clerk for inclusion on the next TPM agenda.
ITEM 15 MAY 2025/TPEM: REMOVAL OF STREET WASTE BIN ON PORTFIELD ROAD
The working group received an email from Cllr Clarke regarding the removal of the waste bin on Portfields Road. During the discussion, the meeting was advised by Cllr Lombardo that this issue has since been passed on to the Ward Councillor and they are dealing with it. 
There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed at 8.43pm.
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