NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 11th June 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Rose Davy, Mark Lombardo (chair), Diane Kitchen, Anne Butler, Richard Abery, Scott Humphries (vice chair) and Binta Bah-Pokawa.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Kyle Abraham (Carnival Committee)
		Sam McBrearty (Carnival Committee)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Belated apologies received from Cllr Sue Garner.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th May 2025 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: ML	Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event planned for 5th & 6th July 2025.  Carnival reported that all was on track, and they are now seeking volunteers.  
Strawberry Fayre:   Event planned for 15th June 2025. 
Soapbox Derby:      Event cancelled due to insufficient entries.  Will plan again for next year. 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 7th November 2025.  It was advised that Food Truck Fridays are cancelled for the remainder of the year. Fundraising will need to be undertaken elsewhere.  The Fireworks event will still go ahead this year. 
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025 
Cultural Event:        Next event is to be held in 2026.


ITEM 6.  CEPR/JUNE/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

6.1.1	To review the Vintage Event

The working group reviewed the Vintage Event, and the following points were noted:

· Attendance: The event was well attended considering the poor weather.  Only 4 of the 16 booked vintage cars attended due to the weather, and other attractions had also pulled out at the last minute, owing to concerns about high winds.  
Action: Cllr Abery is researching whether it may be possible to get vintage coaches and vintage bikes to attend this event.  

· Children’s activities: Activities held in the Mead Centre were very successful.  The `Find the Spy` competition was particularly well received and it was recommended that a similar competition be undertaken at the 40th Anniversary Event. 

· High Street Closure: Feedback on the High Street closure was mixed.  However, the majority of comments preferred the High Street to be closed with stalls in place, as it added to the atmosphere.

· Entertainment: The entertainment was well received.  The singer performing outside the Medical Centre attracted a lot of attention. 

· Ousebank House: They have expressed a view that they would like to be involved next year. 

Action: The Events Officer to follow up with Ousebank House to see what kind of event they would like to put on during the Vintage Event. 

· Command Post: Concerns were raised about the management of the command post, which was not up to its usual standard.  The post was left unmanned at times, with cash floats left vulnerable, signage and programmes not clearly displayed, and the post abandoned early at 4pm.  It was suggested that councillors manage the post in future, rather than the scouts.  Cllr Richard Abery and potentially the Christmas Lights Committee have offered to loan a gazebo in future.  A banner for the gazebo featuring the Town Council crest was also proposed and agreed. 

· Parade: The parade ran smoothly with thanks to the new parade master, Les Garmen. More effort will be needed if it takes place again next year to introduce more participants.  

· Clearwater: Clearwater delivered a professional service

· Staff/councillors: NPTC staff and councillors in attendance were praised for their hard work and received thanks from many.

· Mead Centre: The Mead Centre saw an increase in visitors from previous years.

· The Brooklands Centre: Reported they had a successful day and were impressed with the musicians provided. 

· Cllr Winsor provided feedback that he felt that the theme was ‘running out of steam’ and should potentially be replaced with something else next year. He also felt that the radio coms units had experienced some issues.  He suggested that the coconut shy is not repeated.   

6.1.2	Police Station Consultations

There were only 2 visitors at the first event at Green Park and around 11 at the second event at the Portfields Centre.  However, many people visited the consultation at the vintage event and were very interested in it, although not all of them filled in feedback forms.  There was a high level of agreement with the Town Council’s plans for the Police Station site, with only one person responding negatively.  A spreadsheet will be put together with the results from all of the feedback received. The general consensus is that the public supports the Town Council’s plans for the Police Station site. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for May 2025 and did not raise any issues.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:  OBJECTIVE – TO PUT ON EVENTS FOR RESIDENTS 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.
	The first event is to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Town Council. 

The events officer reported that a judge has been booked for the dog show. A flyball demo will take place have a go sessions to the public, which would be run for the duration of the event.

The Great Gappo is not available, so another children’s entertainer is being sought.

Past Mayors have been contacted and will be attending the event.

The Goonies movie is leading the poll so far for what film residents wish to be screened for the movie night.

No interest has been received for the car boot sale.  The clerk suggested amending to include table-top sale to encourage the younger population without cars.  The clerk suggested asking Cllr Garner to see if interest can be gained from the students at Ousedale School. 

Action: The events officer to ask Cllr Garner to gage 
interest from Ousedale School.

Bands are currently being sought.  It was agreed that the type of music should be a collection through the decades, starting from the 1980s up to the 2020s.   

Cllr Butler suggested adding a competition to the event aimed at older children, similar to the ‘Catch the spy’ competition available at the Vintage Event. 

Action: The clerk and Cllr Butler to work together on creating this. 


	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for a regular September event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	A provisional budget was received for the 2025 event. 

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	The next event is in 2026. 

The events officer reported that contact has been made with the Morris dancing group, the Isle of Man group and the Irish Centre, no responses have yet been received, but it is actively being followed up.





      ITEM 9.  CEPR/JUNE/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	Awaiting feedback from Cllr Sue Garner’s communication with MK Youth Council. 

	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	Unfortunately, the clerk has not received any update on the application for Village Green status on Westbury Lane, despite numerous follow ups.

	9.3
	To offer Redway Runners a base in Newport Pagnell.
	The clerk advised that she had met with the Redway Runners. They expressed a need for a base to store their event items and a place to meet.  The Youth Club was suggested as a potential storage site, but only once Council staff move to the Police Station had taken place.  A meeting room at the Youth Club was offered, which the Redway Runners were keen at accept.  In return, the Redway Runners will look at options for runs plus an early introduction to running and walking to take place in Newport Pagnell.  


	9.4
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers.
	The clerk suggested this could be for one off good deeds and asked the working group to consider options and let her know by email. One strong suggestion was a category for young persons’ outstanding achievements.  

Action: Cllrs to let the clerk know what other categories they would like to see added to the Town Humanitarian Awards. 


	9.5
	To undertake a survey to establish what residents think about the Town’s Council’s communications with them.
	The clerk advised that a communication survey could be issued in Town Talk and on social media.  Residents could hand in copies by email, by hand to the Town Council offices and possibly the library.  Other establishments were suggested, such as the swimming pool, Brooklands and Ousebank House and retailers who sold vintage event programmes on behalf of the Town Council. Communication mediums on which feedback is required include website, social media, banners, the electronic notice board, Mayor’s activities, etc.  The content of communication could be about services, finances, events, etc.  

Action: The events officer and the clerk to prepare a draft survey for the next meeting.  



ITEM 10.  CEPR/JUNE/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND    NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2027/28.


	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	To be actioned 2028/29.



 
ITEM 11.  CEPR/JUNE/2025: PRESS RELEASES

The next press release about the 40th Anniversary Event should be issued in time for the  July copy of Phonebox. 

Action: The Events Officer.  
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/JUNE/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/JUNE/2025: TOWN TALK

A piece on Women in Sport will be included in the next edition of Town Talk, as requested by the SHW working group, demonstrating role models in the town’s various sports. The results of the Police Station survey will also be included, along with more details about the 40th Anniversary Event. Neighbourhood Watch has also asked for a slot in this issue.  

ITEM 14.  CEPR/JUNE/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items were added for the next agenda.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:20

The date of the next meeting is 16th July 2025.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


