NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 16th July 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Rose Davy, Mark Lombardo (chair), Diane Kitchen, Anne Butler, Richard Abery, and Binta Bah-Pokawa.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Clare McNeaney (Carnival Committee)
		Sam McBrearty (Carnival Committee)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/JULY/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Belated apologies received from Cllr Scott Humphries.  No apologies received from Cllr Garner. 

ITEM 2.  CEPR/JULY/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/JULY/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/JULY/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th June 2025 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: ML	Sec: DK

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/JULY/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event complete.

		Carnival reported the event ran smoothly and was a success.  Saturday was well attended but unfortunately, Sunday was hampered by the rain.

Security at the carnival was discussed, and concerns were raised regarding the security stewards not being very helpful.  The contractor that the Town Council uses, Clearwater People, was recommended.
		
		Action: The events officer to pass on contact details for Clearwater.

Concerns over the stability of the fencing, were also highlighted.

		The carnival appreciated the feedback, which it will take on board for next year.  

		Carnival gave thanks to all councillors who helped on the day. 

Strawberry Fayre:   Event complete.  No feedback received.  
Soapbox Derby:      Event cancelled due to insufficient entries.  Will plan again for next year. 
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 7th November 2025
.  	Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025 
Cultural Event:        Next event is to be held in 2026.  Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa requested that save-the-date invites be distributed.

The clerk informed the Cultural Volunteer Committee that the Town Council must receive a full set of accounts for 2024 before planning for next year's event can commence.

The clerk updated the working group on a suggestion from Cllr Paul Day.  Should England’s Women’s team reach the Euro finals, could the Town Council possibly fund a big screen for a public viewing event.   Willen Road Sports Ground has agreed to organise and host the event, with the Town Council covering the cost of the big screen.  This would be funded from earmarked reserves, with a budget of 4K.  The working group supported for this proposal. 

ITEM 6.  CEPR/JULY/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

6.1.1	To review the Litter Pick 

It was reported that the litter pick event was a success with Cllr Anne Butler, Cllr Phil Winsor and the Ranger leading teams.  The number of routes was reduced this year, but the area covered increased.  This worked well.

Eleven people attended, with participants from Ringway and WASTE (MKCC contractor) – with Darran Carter, the Social Value & Communities Manager travelling from Liverpool to take part. 

A couple of our usual participating companies were unable to participate this year due to work commitments.  

Cllr Rose Davy requested that the date for the litter pick in 2026 be put back until after the carnival next year, which is taking place on 4th & 5th July.

6.1.2	Vintage Event

A report was received from the events officer.

Plans for the 2026 vintage event were discussed.

The agreed format below was agreed for 2026

· Road closure - Full closure of the High Street with stalls positioned along the High Street

· Theme - The event will continue to be based on the 1940s, with additional new and engaging elements introduced to maintain interest. 

· Parade – the events officer will contact all previous parade participants to confirm their availability.  The decision to proceed with the parade will depend on their commitment.  If the parade does not go ahead, the pipe band may still be included as a stand-alone feature.

· High Street retailers - Engagement with High Street retailers will be encouraged.  

· Local pubs - Will be offered singers for one hour performances, to encourage engagement. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/JULY/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for June 2025 and did not raise any issues.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/JULY/2025:  OBJECTIVE – EVENTS  

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.

	A report was received by the events officer.





	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for a regular September event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Earmarked reserves to be used for 2025.  

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	The next event is in 2026. 

The events officer reported that the Irish Centre, Rose and Castle Morris Dancers and Stony Redcaps all have agreed to participate in this event.




      ITEM 9.  CEPR/JULY/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	Awaiting feedback from Cllr Sue Garner’s communication with MK Youth Council. 

	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	There is no further update on this matter.

	9.3
	To offer Redway Runners a base in Newport Pagnell.
	No update on this matter. 

	9.4
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers.
	The following categories were suggested:

· Environmental Efforts
· Humanitarian 
· Good Neighbour
· A young person’s award


	9.5
	To undertake a survey to establish what residents think about the Town’s Council’s communications with them.
	A draft survey will be ready for the September meeting. 



ITEM 10.  CEPR/JULY/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND    NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2027/28.


	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	To be actioned 2028/29.



 
ITEM 11.  CEPR/JULY/2025: PRESS RELEASES

A press release has been issued for the Anniversary Event. 
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/JULY/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/JULY/2025: TOWN TALK

The Autumn Edition of Town Talk was agreed.  An update will be made before going to print to include the new councillor.  

It was noted that there will be a further delivery to all homes regarding the Community Governance Review, and the suggestion that a shadow parish is formed for MK East, as agreed by Full Council. 

ITEM 14.  CEPR/JULY/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items were added for the next agenda.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:06

The date of the next meeting is 10th September 2025.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


