NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 28 07 2025 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Sue Garner, Euan Henderson,  Diane Kitchen.  

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	

		         		 	 
ITEM 1.   E&S/JULY/2025: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Paul Day and Phil Winsor. Cllr Roger Hornblow was absent.   

ITEM 2.  E&S/JULY/2025: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/JULY/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions raised. 

ITEM 4.  E&S/JULY/2025: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2025 as a correct record of the meeting. 

Prop: DK	Sec: EH

ITEM 5.  E&S/JULY/2025:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  (WRSG)

	5.1
	To provide a football academy and further changing facilities, and a pavilion to be shared by the Cricket and Tennis Club.  

	Tender bids for architects have been assessed by the tender evaluation panel, and the Policy and Finance Working Group will make the decision on who to appoint tonight.  After that there will be a 10-day standstill period, before conversations with the appointed architect can begin. 

Vistry Homes has confirmed that the £2M plus index linking will be paid six weeks prior to the first dig. 

The tenders have come in at a higher cost than the available s106 funding.  The balance will have to come out of the £2M plus index linking for construction costs.

Resolved to approve the Town Clerk applying for circa £102,000 of available s106 funding for architectural fees.   

Prop. EH   Sec. IC.
   

	
	
	

	5.2
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	Bloor Homes has emailed, advising that the decision on whether the new pavilion on the Bloor site could instead be built at WRSG, is an MKCC planning officer decision.  Attempts have been made to contact the planning officer concerned. The Town Council has received advice from another developer that the appropriate action to take is to submit a planning application with this pavilion on the WRSG site, at which stage a conversation about Bloor Homes s106 funding for the MK East Development can be entered into with the Planning Department at MKCC.  It will take some considerable time before such a planning application can be submitted, as the s106 funding mentioned in 5.1 above must first be approved (which will take at least 3 months) then the plans must be drawn up and relevant surveys undertaken (a further 3 months).

Resolved to agree the above approach and include the Phase 3 development (new pavilion and parking) in the plans for WRSG.

Prop: SG        Sec. EH

	
	
	



ITEM 6.  E&S/JULY/2025:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	The start date of spring 2026 was confirmed for Phase One of the Vistry Development.  

A meeting was held with the Bowls Club showing them the plans the Town Council had arranged to be drawn up for a new bowls clubhouse with two bowling greens, sharing a party wall with the Community/Wellbeing centre.  The Bowls Committee were excited about the plans.  It is now up to this committee to obtain agreement from the bowls club members that they wish to make the move to Tickford Fields.   



	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site

	Details as in 6.1 above.  


	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	This matter was discussed with Vistry Homes and a template showing what equipment to place in each of these areas was shared.  Newport Pagnell Town Council (NPTC)  requested a ‘farm’ theme for the play areas.  Vistry Homes have already prepared plans for the small LEAP near the school as part of their phase one development.  These plans were agreed.  

The play areas will be transferred to NPTC around phase two of the development of new homes.  There will be three building phases, which will take up to 10 years to complete.    



ITEM 7.  E&S/JULY/2025:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	MKCC has now appointed a new solicitor to consider whether there were any ‘trigger events’ which could prevent Westbury Lane from becoming a Village Green.  There have been significant delays in this new solicitor starting work on the assessment.     
 

	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park. 











ITEM 8.  E&S/JULY/2025:   OBJECTIVE: USE OF OTHER SITES 

	8.1
	To make appropriate use of the disused London Road Allotment site, with particular reference to the Newport Pagnell Archers, and to consult with local residents on this matter. 

	The Archery Club has confirmed their interest in the site for a 99-year lease, and has issued a preliminary plan to the Town Council on what they intend to do with this site.  The clerk has experienced some difficulty in getting the lease drawn up, but this is now being progressed, and a surveyor has been engaged to draw up the necessary plans for land registry to be attached to the lease.  

It was agreed that the Town Council would approach the two neighbours to the site, one of whom has annexed part of the allotment site as part of their own land, with a view to either or both possibly holding a licence to occupy this land.  However, this would not take place until the Town Clerk had ensured that Newport Pagnell Archers would have sufficient land without these pieces for their archery requirements.    

Action: The clerk to follow up with the Archers Club then discuss the matter with the local neighbours before finalising the plan for the lease.

Post Meeting note:  NP Archers have confirmed that they do not require the pieces of land annexed by the neighbours.       
.   

	8.2
	To ensure that there are no blockages in the plan to refurbish the Police Station site, to move the Town Council offices into this building, and to relocate the Chandos Museum displays to the site.  
	The results of the survey with local residents about what to do with the Police Station site were welcomed. The survey showed a 94.6% positive response to the Town Council’s plans for the Police Station site. .  

A planning application for permitted development on the Police Station site has now been made by the Town Council’s architects.         



ITEM 9.  E&S/JULY/2025:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	9.1
	To make an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2026.


	It is still not possible to make an enhanced tier bid to the Rural Payment Agency. However, it was noted that Government funding for the Rural Payment Agency has not been reduced, so this is positive.  

.   

	9.2 
	To ensure that Newport Pagnell Town Council receives payment in full for the Higher Tier 2025 payments from the Rural Payments Agency.  
	To note that this funding has not yet been paid to Milton Keynes City Council so cannot as yet be transferred.  

	
	
	



ITEM 10.   E&S/JULY/2025: FINANCE and BUDGET 

10.1	Members reviewed the May 2025 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.  
 
ITEM 11.   E&S/JULY/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items added to the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.21 am  

The date of the next meeting is 10.30am on 22nd September 2025.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


