NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 11th September 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Rose Davy, Mark Lombardo (chair), Anne Butler and Binta Bah-Pokawa (for part of the meeting.)
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Olivia Brandon-Graham (Carnival Committee)
		Sam McBrearty (Carnival Committee)

Prior to starting the meeting, the chair mentioned the very sad loss of Cllr Diane Kitchen, who had passed away recently and unexpectedly. A minute of silence was held in respect of Cllr Kitchen, who had put a huge amount of work into the Town Council and other organisations in the town.   	  
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllr Richard Abery and Sue Garner.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th July 2025 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: SH	Sec: RD

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Carnival has appointed a new Vice Chair, Olivia Brandon-Graham.
Strawberry Fayre:   Event complete.  
Soapbox Derby:      This event will go ahead next year after success in resolving issues with insurance cover.  
Fireworks Event:	Event planned for 7th November 2025.  
Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025. The committee are urgently seeking a replacement treasurer.
Cultural Event:        Next event is to be held in 2026.

		Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa to meet with the clerk imminently. The committee is urgently seeking a replacement treasurer.

Action: The Event Organiser to advertise on Chitchat for volunteer treasurers for various event organisations in the town.   

Remembrance Sunday Parade

The clerk raised concerns regarding the upcoming Remembrance Sunday Parade, noting that the event had previously been organised almost entirely by the late Cllr Diane Kitchen.  

The clerk advised that the Town Council is unable to take on management of this year’s parade owing to lack of detail but is willing to offer support where possible.  The chair of the carnival also offered assistance.

It was suggested that a public request be made via social media, inviting anyone previously involved in the parade to make contact.  

The clerk further advised that she has spoken with Rev Nick Evans, who confirmed he is willing to oversee the church aspects of the parade. 

It was resolved for all to gather as much information as possible on the organisation of the parade. 

Action: The events officer to contact Clearwater to obtain details of their involvement in the parade, contact parade master Les Garmen for any information and post a plea on Facebook for those who may have been involved in organising the event. . 

ITEM 6.  CEPR/SEPT/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

No events to review. 

6.2	Choral Event

It was advised that an interval will be introduced at the halfway point of the event, and the start time will be brought forward by 15 minutes, resulting in a revised start time of 6.45pm. 

It was further suggested that vacant front row seats, due to non-attendance, be occupied by attendees seated further back. 

Action: The Mayor to be briefed to call forward people at the event to fill vacant chairs. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for July 2025 and did not raise any issues.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  ITEM 8.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:  OBJECTIVE – EVENTS  

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.

	A report and budget were received.





	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for a regular September event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Earmarked reserves to be used for 2025.  

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	The next event is in 2026. 






      ITEM 9.  CEPR/SEPT/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	Awaiting feedback from Cllr Sue Garner’s communication with MK Youth Council. 

	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	The clerk reported that she is still waiting to hear back from MKCC solicitors to take into account both points of view regarding issues with trigger points on making the decision as to whether this park can become a village green. 
. 

	9.3
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers.

	New categories will be implemented in 2026.

	9.4
	To undertake a survey to establish what residents think about the Town’s Council’s communications with them.
	A copy of the draft survey was received and agreed.  It will be released early October via Facebook, the electronic notice board and the website.  Hard copies will be made available for residents without internet access, these can be collected from the Town Council offices.  They will also be presented at the Coffee and Cake session with Councillors on 11th October. 

Action: The events officer to publicise the survey early October and arrange a scaled down paper version. 



ITEM 10.  CEPR/SEPT/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND    NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2027/28.


	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	To be actioned 2028/29.



 
ITEM 11.  CEPR/SEPT/2025: PRESS RELEASES

A press release will be issued via Facebook, the website and electronic notice board announcing the communication survey. 
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/SEPT/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/SEPT/2025: TOWN TALK

The working group discussed articles for the Winter Town Talk Edition.

It was agreed that an article on behalf of the Christmas Lights volunteers will be printed. Action: Cllr Scott Humphries to forward the article to the clerk on behalf of the Christmas Lights committee.

It was also suggested that the Mayor’s chosen charity, Medical Detection Dogs be mentioned in the Winter Edition. 
Action: The events Officer to ask Medical Detection Dogs for content for Town Talk

It was agreed to mention and promote Park Run which takes place on Bury Common in the Winter Edition. 
Action: Cllr Anne Butler to request a brief article of around 100-150 words and a picture for Town Talk.  

ITEM 14.  CEPR/SEPT/2025: INVOICE FROM FOOTBALL CLUB

An invoice was received from the Football Club for hire of toilets used during the live screening of the Euro match.  It was noted that this expenditure had not been agreed by the Town Council prior to the event. The Town Council agreed to cover the cost of screen hire only.

It was proposed that the Town Council should not be held responsible for the additional cost of the toilet hire, as this had not been previously approved.

A vote was taken:

3 in favour, 1 abstention 

Pro: ML Sec: SH 

ITEM 15.  CEPR/SEPT/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items were added for the next agenda.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:10

The date of the next meeting is 15th October 2025.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


