NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Mark Lombardo (chair), Anne Butler, Richard Abery, Scott Humphries (vice chair), Binta Bah-Pokawa and Sue Garner
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Sarah Brandon (Carnival Committee)
		Kyle Abraham (Carnival Committee)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/NOV/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllr Rose Davy.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/NOV/2025:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/NOV/2025:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/NOV/2025:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th October 2025 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: SH	Sec: ML

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/NOV/2025:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Carnival will be taking place on 4th & 5th July next year
Strawberry Fayre:   Event complete. No news on the 2026 event.
Soapbox Derby:      This event will be going ahead next year. 
Fireworks Event:	The following feedback was received:
· The event was reported as a success with a record number of visitors.
· The start was delayed by 15 minutes due to queues at the entrance.
· Cllr Mark Lombardo raised concerns regarding the parking stewards' management of disabled parking without prior consultation with him as it had led to a dangerous situation of vehicles and pedestrians in the same area. 
The clerk agreed to share ideas for a more suitable solution for disabled parking. 
· Concerns were raised regarding communication in respect of the ticket sales. Town Council officers require the armbands, and the exact cost of tickets, prior to starting to sell the tickets.  No communication about ticket sales should be published until the above are sorted. 
· It was suggested that an emergency telephone number other than Cllr Lombardo’s would also be useful for next year's event as there had been several attempts to contact him when he was not available.  

Christmas Lights:    Event planned for 29th November 2025.  The following was advised:
· The lights installation is currently two weeks ahead of schedule.
· All stall spaces are now filled
· The Christmas tree will be erected next weekend and the lights and decorations will be put on the 23rd November ahead of the switch on.

Cultural Event:        Next event is to be held on 12th September 2026. 

ITEM 6.  CEPR/NOV/2025: EVENTS

6.1	Review of Events

Item 6.1

No events to review.  However, concerns were raised regarding communication from Milton Keynes City Council about road closure procedures and parking suspension.  Volunteer groups confirmed that there had been conflicting information on the road closure signage, and that parking suspension had not occurred, and had had to be repeatedly chased, resulting in late notices and vehicles parking where they should not. The clerk offered to write a letter on behalf of volunteer groups to Milton Keynes City Council, seeking clarification on the steps required for a road closure and raising concerns about the lack of suspension signage for parking areas. The letter will also request that, for parking suspension, the Town Council is supplied with the necessary yellow notice boards so that the signs can just be emailed, allowing them to be erected by the person requesting the suspension.

Action: The Events Officer to write to MKCC on behalf of volunteer groups.

 Item 6.2	Volunteers’ Thank You Event

It was noted the Brooklands Centre has been booked for this event on Friday 23rd January and invitations have been sent out. 


Item 6.3	Vintage Event 2026

The officer's report was received and discussed.  The following was agreed:

· Option 2 from the War and Peace quote was selected, which involved the flying flea and the battle tank.  Further displays can also be arranged, but not the planes.  
· Costs to be reduced by amending the Zest Marquees requirement – seated marquees reduced from three to two, which also saves on seating.   Removal of the dance floor and covering marquee.  Saving approximately £1k.
· The petting zoo to be booked for the long stay car park. 
· An opportunity to take a ‘Vintage’ photograph was desirable, but costly.  

Action: Cllr Garner will explore with Ousedale School whether this is something the students would be interested in putting on.  

ITEM 7.  CEPR/NOV/2025:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for September 2025 and did not raise any issues.  

ITEM 8.  CEPR/NOV/2025:  OBJECTIVE – EVENTS  

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise a bi-annual event in September for the town in 2025 comprising a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.

	Objective complete.





	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for a regular September event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Earmarked reserves have been used for the 2025 Anniversary Event. Costs for the Literary Event (as part of the Cultural Event) 2026 will have to come from budget.    

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	The next event is in 2026. 

Cllr Scott Humphries will take over as treasurer of the Cultural Committee.  

Cllr Binta Bah-Pokawa advised that a meeting has been planned to discuss applying for grants.  The clerk advised that applications to MK Community Foundation need to be submitted before year end.  Cllr Sue Garner to identify the appropriate contact.  It is necessary for the group to decide if they are applying for a Town Council grant. 

Action: Cllr Sue Garner to advise the Cultural Committee of a contact for MK Community Foundation for grant applications.

The clerk advised that the Town Council will contact primary schools to explore involvement in the Cultural Event either through theatre, dance, poetry or song. 

Action: The events officer to contact local primary schools to encourage engagement. 

Action: Cllr Garner will make contact with Ousedale School about becoming involved in this event.  





      ITEM 9.  CEPR/NOV/2025:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	It was advised that a meeting is being arranged before the end of term between Ousedale School and Cllrs Sue Garner and Rose Davy.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss how 6th form leaders and community engagement leaders can become involved in local events and provide their perspective on what they would like to see happen in the town.


	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	The clerk advised there was no update from the solicitor. 

	9.3
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers.

	New categories will be implemented in 2026.

	9.4
	To undertake a survey to establish what residents think about the Town’s Council’s communications with them.
	It was noted that the communication survey has been distributed and will go out with Town Talk.  Results will be shared soon after Christmas.



ITEM 10.  CEPR/NOV/2025: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND    NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	To be actioned in 2027/28.


	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	To be actioned 2028/29.



 
ITEM 11.  CEPR/NOV/2025: PRESS RELEASES

No press releases required. 
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/NOV/2025: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

A request had been received from a councillor regarding the sharing of Town Council part-completed projects on Facebook/Chitchat.  It was agreed that only completed projects will be reported through this method as part-completed project reporting only serves to encourage complaints. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/NOV/2025: TOWN TALK

The winter edition of Town Talk was agreed.  

ITEM 14.  CEPR/NOV/2025: PROPOSAL FROM RESIDENT

It was agreed that the Town Council could only support this request by sharing information through the electronic notice board and community boards.

Action: Cllr Lombardo to report back to the local resident 

ITEM 15.  CEPR/NOV/2025: MILTON KEYNES ART CENTRE

A request was received from the Milton Keynes Art Centre to pay for artistic events in the town. The working group declined the offer. 

Action: The events officer to advise Milton Keynes Art Centre that the Town Council does not wish to accept their offer. 
   	
ITEM 16.  CEPR/NOV/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

No new items were added for the next agenda.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:07 pm

The date of the next meeting is 14th January 2026.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


