NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 22nd September 2025 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Paul Day, Euan Henderson (Chair) and Sue Garner

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	

		         		 	 
ITEM 1.   E&S/NOV/2025: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllrs Danny Cunningham and Phil Winsor.

ITEM 2.  E&S/NOV/2025: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/NOV/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions raised. 

ITEM 4.  E&S/NOV/2025: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd September 2025 as a correct record of the meeting.  

Prop: IC	Sec: SG

ITEM 5.  E&S/NOV/2025:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  (WRSG)

	5.1
	To provide a football academy and further changing facilities, and a pavilion for the Cricket Club, including provision for toilets/storage space for the Tennis Club.  

	Meetings have now been held between Grindley Architects and the Tennis, Football and Cricket Clubs at WRSG, at which the clerk was present. Plans are agreed subject to one amendment. 

Further to the Town Council’s decision to bring the existing lease with the Social Club to an end, a meeting has been organised with the Social Club on 24th November 2025. Cllr Garner will chair this meeting.    




	
	
	

	5.2
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	A successful meeting was held with Paul van Geete at MKCC who agreed that some of the s106 funding from the Bloor site, can go towards a pavilion and parking on WRSG, providing the Town Council draws up plans for both sites.  Football fields and a MUGA for netball/basketball to be provided on the Bloor site.   .

	
	
	



ITEM 6.  E&S/NOV2025:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	The start date of spring 2026 was confirmed for Phase one of the Vistry Development. However, this may be delayed owing to issues with courtyard parking and the school drop off point on the planning conditions submission.  The Bowls clubhouse and the wellbeing centre will be built during Phase two of the Vistry Development. At a further meeting with Vistry Homes, it was clear that there remain several concerns that the Town Council has with the submitted plans. The TPEM Working Group will respond accordingly to the MKCC consultation.  
 
Further discussions have taken place with the Bowls Club, based on their additional requests.  Extra space for short bowls in the main bowls halls has been agreed, and the community/wellbeing centre has correspondingly been made smaller. Solar panels, if provided, will be paid for by the Bowls Club themselves.  Retained water for the Bowling Greens is one issue still outstanding.  It may be possible to service this from the nearby swale.   The Bowls Club are awaiting final plans, and will meet their members with the architect present, to discuss these, and to get agreement on the move to the Tickford site.  Should the decision be not to move, the Town Council has a back-up plan in place, to build a larger community/wellbeing centre on the Tickford Fields site, which includes a sports hall. 


	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site

	As above  


	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	The initial play area near the school is included in the planning conditions for phase one, and has been approved by the Town Council. It was agreed that transfer of green land and play areas to the Town Council is likely to take place around the second building phase of the new devlopment. There will be three building phases, and the  duration of the entire build will take up to 10 years.  



ITEM 7.  E&S/NOV/2025:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	There is still no update from the Rights of Way Officer at MKCC.  

Action: The clerk to contact the Rights of Way Officer again, and to request the Newport Pagnell North Ward Councillors to push for action this matter.  


	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park. It is now understood from Nick Hannon that MKCC may, when funding allows be willing to replace the removed equipment at Lawrence Walk park if the Town Council takes on long- term management responsibility of the site.   




ITEM 8.  E&S/NOV/2025:   OBJECTIVE: USE OF OTHER SITES 

	8.1
	To make appropriate use of the disused London Road Allotment site, with particular reference to the Newport Pagnell Archers, and to consult with local residents on this matter. 






	Issues with Land Registry have now been sorted out, and the lease plan has been agreed.      

The draft lease was received, and was approved by members.  

Action: The clerk will now send the draft lease to the Archers for comment.    

It was noted that the lease will need to be signed by both parties, before licences to occupy the land on the Tickford Street Site of the site, adjacent to neighbours, can be issued to those neighbours.  

	8.2
	To ensure that there are no blockages in the plan to refurbish the Police Station site, to move the Town Council offices into this building, and to relocate the Chandos Museum displays to the site.  
	This project is now fully costed, and preliminary surveys have been undertaken.  The building works tender evaluation matrix will have to be drawn up before the end of 2025, and the tender for undertaking these works will be issued early in 2026, with a view to works beginning later in 2026.  
Cash flow demands will delay the opening of the museum by a further 12-18 months.  



ITEM 9.  E&S/NOV/2025:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	9.1
	To make an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2026.


	It is still not possible to make an enhanced tier bid to the Rural Payment Agency.    


	9.2 
	To ensure that Newport Pagnell Town Council receives payment in full for the Higher Tier 2025 payments from the Rural Payments Agency.  
	The Town Council has issued an invoice to MKCC for the funding that has now been paid to  Milton Keynes City Council from the Rural Payments Agency. However, this invoice has not yet been paid.  The RFO is chasing it. 



ITEM 10.   E&S/NOV/2025: FINANCE and BUDGET 

10.1	Members reviewed the September 2025 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.  

ITEM 11.   E&S/NOV/2025: PARK BEHIND BAPTIST CHURCH 

11.1	The Town Clerk has spoken to Kay Pettit about taking on ownership of this park (in about two years).  Kay is willing to do the necessary work to get the CAT transfer arranged.  However she has not yet spoken with the Highways Department at MKCC about the possibility of using part of the site for parking.  This is a necessary step to progress matters.     
 
	Action:  The Town Clerk to follow up this matter with Kay Pettit.  
 
ITEM 12.   E&S/NOV/2025: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items added to the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.33 am  

The date of the next meeting is 10.30am on 19th January 2026.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


