NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL     


Minutes of the Sports, Health and Wellbeing Stakeholder Meeting held at 7pm 

on Monday 24th November 2025 as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
Present:
Cllrs Roger Clarke, Sue Garner (vice chair), Binta Bah-Pokawa, Paul Day, Mark Lombardo (chair), and Phil Winsor.
Co-opted Reps
Present:
Valerie Hayward & Jaqui Jarvis (bowls), Jenny Spencer (tennis), Jules & Ian Ford (football) and Michael Howard (table tennis). 
In attendance:
Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)


Mandy Voyde (PR&E Officer)

Tom Reed (Contracts Manager – Places Leisure)

ITEM 1 NOV 2025/SHW:
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Cllr Richard Pearson, Adam Clark PL, Karate Club, Assisted Swim Club and the Cricket club.
ITEM 2 NOV 2025/SHW:
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 NOV 2025/SHW: 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions or statements from members of the public.  
ITEM 4 NOV 2025/SHW:
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th February 2025 were agreed as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman.

ITEM 5 NOV 2025/SHW: 
STAKEHOLDER REPORTS
5.1
The Football Club
The club reported the addition of a new under 18s girls team this season, currently unbeaten in 10 matches and top of their league. The club now has 11 girls' teams across all age groups, with 185 players in total.  They hope to add a further 3-4 teams, but space is a constraint.  Discussions are ongoing with the FA and local leagues regarding the creation of a Sunday league, which would allow the use of all 10 pitches on Sundays and ease pressure on Saturdays.   
The women's first team is the highest ranked in the area outside of the MK Dons, playing in tier 6 and currently second in the league. Their realistic target this season is promotion to tier 5.  
The club now runs 41 youth teams: 28 mixed teams from (U7 to U18), 11 girls’ teams and 2 disability teams (Bobicats and Bearcats).  This is the largest number of teams in the club's history, with a long waiting list.

Kickers has moved to Sundays, resulting in increased attendance and a positive impact overall. 
The club has 653 registered players – the highest number to date, supported by  90 qualified coaches.  

The AGP is at full capacity during weekends and weekday evenings.  Daytime weekday use is primarily community based, and the Club is seeking further community projects to maximise facility use.  

5.2
There was no representation from the Cricket Club. The following report was received and read out on their behalf:
We are proud of the strength of our women’s and girls’ section, which has been steadily growing since its inception two years ago. We remain dedicated to building on this progress, with ongoing actions and plans to further expand and enhance opportunities for women and girls within the club.

5.3
There was no representation from the Carnival Committee and no report from this group. .

5.4
The Bowls Club 
The bowling club is in closed season, but we have plenty of things going on in readiness for our 2026 season which will start in April.

In particular, we are focusing on continuing to build our relationship with local schools in order to provide opportunities for children to experience a sport that is most definitely not part of a typical school’s curriculum.

This year, we conducted an experimental initiative with Tickford Park Primary School. Two of our senior coaches spent a full day at the school giving over 200 children an opportunity to “have a go” at bowls. From this, around twenty children joined a 6-week After School Club held in the school hall.  Some of these children then joined the bowls club as Junior Academy members and now play on our outdoor green. The Deputy Head wrote to us outlining how the project has led to “marked improvements in the participants’ mental health, behaviour, well-being and physical activity”. In particular, he commented on how bowls provides a chance for non-sporty pupils to engage in a sport that fits well with certain behavioural or emotional issues. 

Following our experiment, the mother of two of the juniors from Tickford Park asked us to run a taster session at Willen Primary School, where she works. 

This was done in October. 

And now our Academy Team is booked to run After School Clubs at both schools from January to May 2026. 

We hope to expand this opportunity to other schools in Newport – maybe targeting Portfields next. But, sadly, we can’t commit to an expansion at the moment due to funding issues we haven’t yet resolved. For example, we need additional equipment and we’d need to get more volunteers from the bowls club involved in the school sessions & this would inevitably incur the cost of DBS checks &, probably, safeguarding training for them. So it’s still very much aspirational work-in-progress for us right now.
The Bowls Club was advised that there are funding opportunities with Middleton Gift, and also smaller fund applications can be made to the Town Council. 
The Bowls Club went on, saying that the success of our school project is clear to see as we now have 16 children enrolled in our Academy – almost double what we had at the start of the 2025 season. This means that our weekly outdoor coaching sessions have gone from strength to strength in 2025 with a core group of children attending week after week. These are seen as fun sessions where the children learn and practice bowls, sometimes with the unlikely involvement of Donald Duck and Mickey Mouse toys! 

In relation to the boy/girl split - at the end of the 2025 season we had 10 boys and 6 girls – so 37.5% of our junior members were female. This is similar to the make-up of our adult playing membership where 35% are female.

Finally, whilst our junior numbers remain very small in comparison to football, swimming, tennis etc clubs – there is no other bowls club in the whole of Buckinghamshire that has invested so much time, effort & energy in making bowls attractive to, & accessible to, its local children – so we really are on a roll with our schools programme. And we want, and need, to keep the momentum going – so please keep your fingers crossed that we can make it work next year.
5.5
There was no representation from the Archery Club.  The clerk reported that a lease for the property in Newport Pagnell has been issued and the Archery Club will respond to the Town Council on its clauses soon..
5.6
The following report was read out from the Table Tennis Club:
The Club continues to play at Lovat Hall on Monday evenings. Club practice sessions are open to anyone, whether resident in Newport Pagnell or not, including players from other clubs. Although there are no specific sessions available for them, female players, juniors and players with physical and/or mental health difficulties are welcome. Current regular attenders include female players and a former player for the club who brings his grandchildren. Age is also not a barrier, with regular attenders ranging from 9 to 82. Sessions run from 7.30pm to 10pm and cost £5 for adults and £2 for juniors, with no charge for the first session attended.
Club sessions run weekly from April to mid-September, when the Local League matches begin. Club sessions operate from late September to March when there are no home league matches. 
The Club has entered a 5th team in the local league this season, comprised of 5 players who have, with one exception, only started playing at the club in 2025. As a result, 3 matches are played one week and 2 the next, when two tables are also made available for club practice sessions.
Funds received from the successful club sessions have enabled the Club to purchase two new high quality table tennis tables this year, and to organise Club shirts, which club members can purchase at a subsidised price, enabling players to present a Club identity.
Although the Baptist Church has commenced the regeneration of Lovat Hall, this has not affected the Club’s use of the main hall for table tennis, as well as other community activities. Specific storage has been arranged to accommodate the Club’s tables and equipment. Having now played at Lovat Hall for 40 years, it is hoped that the Club will continue to do so for many years to come. 
The Table Tennis Club was advised to get in contact with Middleton Pool, for opportunities for more games to be played, as they are running short of space. 
5.7
There was no representation from the Youth Club.

5.8
There was no representation from the Fishing Club.

5.9
Places Leisure gave the following report:

Update on Gender and Usage Data from PFP

**Lane Swimming (January 2025 - November 2025)**  

- Females: 46%  

- Males: 45%  

- Most Common Age Group: 56 to 65 years  

**Group Exercise (January 2025 - November 2025)**  

- Females: 68%  

- Males: 26%  

- Most Common Age Range: 46 to 65 years  

**Gym (January 2025 - November 2025)**  

- Primarily Male Usage (data is currently incomplete)  

**Swimming Lessons and Swimming for Females**  

- 668 users aged 18 to 25 years are female  

- 247 users aged 5 to 17 years are female  

- Total lessons from the SARS Report (October): 64,726 users (currently unable to separate data by gender)

5.10
The Assisted Swim Club could not attend but gave the following report that was read out on their behalf:
MKASC has now been handed over to Joanne Ambler and Helen Mortimer.  The club is struggling to get enough swimmers each week to cover the pool fees.  We have just completed a marketing campaign to attract new people; hopefully, we will see a few more in January after the Christmas closure.  
We want to thank NPTC for the new disabled changing room, but are disappointed that an accessible toilet wasn't fitted.  Apart from the main disabled changing room, there isn't an accessible toilet available.  Disabled people, especially in wheelchairs, take a long time to shower and dress; obviously, during that time, no one can access a toilet.  On average, we have three people in wheelchairs and a further 10 people on walking frames, crutches, etc.  I use crutches, and accessing a standard toilet is hard because there isn't enough space, and there aren't handles to help me get up and down.  If you could assess the situation and see if anything can be modified, we would be grateful.
The Town Council asked whether Places Leisure could use the staff member who deals with referrals, to assist in increasing membership of the Assisted Swim Club.  
5.11
The Tennis Club
The club reported that numbers continue to grow.  This summer they have 15 adult teams competing in the Bucks and MK Leagues.  Attendance is good.  Half of their membership is juniors (120-130).  The coaching is of a high standard.  They currently have one girl in the top 100 in the country and one boy in the top 50 in the country.  Juniors are evenly split with 48% girls and 52% boys.  The adult split is 60% male and 40% female.  They would like to attract more females to the sport.  They have a lot of mixed events where males outnumber females.  They are considering offering a special daytime membership in the hope of encouraging more females.
5.12
There was no representation from the sub-aqua club.
5.13
There was no representation from any of the users of the Youth Club.  The Karate Club gave the following report which was read out on their behalf:
We took over Newport Pagnell Karate Club and Green Park after-school karate club in August this year, after Sensei Jan Wilson retired from our Federation, the Central Federation of Traditional Shotokan (CFTS).
We both share a long term love of karate and martial arts teaching and both enjoy the buzz from seeing the progress of ordinary people in an art form that they come to admire and respect.
Our clubs contain many family groups and individuals, young and old, with age ranges from 6 to 70. You are never too old to enjoy karate!

Karate appeals on many levels and we have found it especially encouraging for those with special needs, as they can focus on a structured approach and it becomes something for them to aspire to. We have seen some great success stories of their progress over time.
We both feel very welcomed in Newport Pagnell and are deeply enjoying teaching here in the Youth Club and School environments.

5.14
There was no representation from the Netball Club. 
ITEM 6 NOV 2025/SHW:
OBJECTIVES

	6.1
	To identify barriers to girls/women entering sport and to address these.

	It was noted that groups are being proactive in achieving this objective so there is no need to carry this objective forward next year. . 


	6.2
	To promote existing sports groups in town and to work with fledgling groups to get these off the ground.
	The events officer advised contact has been made with the darts league.  It was suggested that they be invited to the next meeting to explore whether there is anything that the Town Council can do to support them.  
Action: The Events Officer to also try to make contact with the darts club operating out of Interchange Park. 
Cllr Phil Winsor raised a query whether French Boules could be introduced to the town, following an enquiry from a local resident.  The clerk asked that the interested party contact her directly to discuss further.
Action: Cllr Phil Winsor to put resident in touch with the clerk. 


	6.3
	To run the 2025 sports day but include health and wellbeing opportunities. 
	Objective complete for this year but it is to be carried forward as an objective for next year.  


	6.4
	To promote walking in parks as an activity by helping the community to form walking groups.
	The events officer advised that a meeting is currently being arranged with MK Ramblers to explore opportunities for promoting walking in the town.
It was reported that a walking group  meets on Wednesday mornings in the town.  The clerk requested further information to enable the Town Council to promote the group.

. 

	6.5
	To ensure there is a full understanding of Martyn’s Law
	Action: The clerk will arrange a presentation for all groups to outline the requirements of the new legislation, Martyn’s Law.



ITEM 7 NOV 2025/SHW:
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The usual items to be included at the next stakeholder meeting which will be held at 7pm on 23rd February 2026.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.50pm.
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting

Signed: ……………………………………………………… Date:…………………………   5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


