NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 8th December 2025 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa, Ian Carman, Danny Cunningham, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson, Scott Humphries, Sue Garner (Vice Chair), Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
                      Two Police Officers
 
 	 
ITEM 1.  TC/DEC/2025:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1 There were apologies from Cllrs Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Roger Clarke, and Richard Pearson for this meeting.  

1.2 PCSO Duncan Peerless and PCSO Connor Braddish attended the meeting. They advised that there was a new PCSO for this area: PCSO Lesley Rogers.  They mentioned that during the last month there had been focus on ASBs, mainly in relation to parties. Knife crime had been worked on, and they had also explored areas where they had found volumes of large nitrous oxide tanks. Several scooter incidents had been recorded.  The police had run a ‘Have your say’ meeting in Queen’s Avenue, and would be holding a bike marking session at Hornbeam Park on 24th January 2026.between 10am and 12 noon.  A further ‘Have your say’ meeting had been held at the Swan Revived, but unfortunately this had not been very well attended.  In future PCSO Duncan Peerless will supply information about the police’s open sessions directly to the Town Clerk, who will arrange to get these published on social media.  The police provided the crime figures for the previous month which were as follows:
	Assault with and without injury
Burglary
	10
1

	Criminal damage 
Harassment                                                                        
	4
4

	Malicious Communications
	          1

	Public order 
	7

	Robbery                                                                  
	         0

	Shoplifting 
	         3

	Theft 
	2

	Theft of vehicle 
	          0

	Theft from vehicle 
	1

	ASB: Community/Environmental/Personal 
Suspicious persons
Suspicious vehicles 
Suspicious other 
	8
          6   
4
2



	
	


The council mentioned to the police that cars were constantly parked on the pavement near the library, and also at the end of Priory Street.  The police advised that they will look into this, but can only act if the car is blocking space on the pavement so that there is not enough room for a motability scooter or a pram to pass. 

Cllr Davy commented that only three pubs had been assessed in Newport Pagnell to see if they were enacting the ‘Ask Angela’ safety scheme, and none of them were.  She would like to see this extended. 
There was a specific department within the police that dealt with this issue, along with pub licencing, although the responsibility also lay with MKCC licencing department.  


ITEM 2.  TC/DEC/2025:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]There were no interests declared, other than in item 8, setting of budget and precept, for which it was agreed that all members hold a blanket exemption from the need to declare an interest on the basis that there would be no one to make the decision if councillors did not participate.     

ITEM 3. TC/DEC/2025:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.        

ITEM 4.  TC/DEC/2025:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 10th November 2025 as a true record of the meeting. 
Prop: PW	Sec: IC

4.2	Matters arising (for noting only)

4.2.1	It was noted that following an unsuccessful attempt to set up a meeting with Moulsoe Parish, Cllr Day had written a letter to Moulsoe Parish outlining the Town Council’s concerns with the MK East Development.  A response is awaited.  

4.2.2	The clerk had written to the police regarding the matter of dangerous coaches in Avon Close, near Tickford Park School.  A response had been received from Inspector Tristan Brace, and also from Cllr Jane Carr, both of which were received at the meeting.  The PSCOs agreed that they would talk to their Inspector about this matter to follow up on it.  



ITEM 5. TC/DEC/2025:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day presented his activities report for November 2025 as follows:   
 
· On Saturday 1st November he was at the MK Bathrooms relaunch, on Tickford Street.      
· Also on Saturday, 1st November, he visited the Keko Club Art Studio in Union Street, a new business promoting pottery skills.       
· Finally on Saturday 1st November, he attended a choir concert held by the Newport Pagnell Rotary Club.     
· On Sunday 9th November he laid a wreath at the Remembrance Event held in Newport Pagnell. 
· On Tuesday 12th November he attended the Awards Event for the Sea Cadets.   
· On Saturday 22nd November he and his wife were invited to the Medical Detection Dogs Christmas Fete. 
· On Tuesday 25th November he spent the day on the White Ribbon campaign, starting with a breakfast meeting, then attending the launch of a display of crafts organised by local White Ribbon supporters. Later in the evening he and his wife attended the vigil at MK Rose.       
· On Friday 28th November he and his wife represented Newport Pagnell at a charity quiz in Flitwick.  
· On Saturday 29th November he attended the Christmas Lights Switch-on in Newport Pagnell. Cllr Humphries was thanked for all his efforts in putting on this event for the town. .   

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, reported that she had attended the following events in November:  
· On Tuesday 11th November she represented Newport Pagnell at the MK Armistice Day Remembrance Event, at the MK Rose, laying a wreath for Newport Pagnell.  
· On Tuesday 25th November she visited the Winter Night Shelter, in collaboration with Unity MK. She mentioned that all councillors are welcome to attend one of the Tuesday evening sessions.  Contact Hazell Stuart to make a booking. 
· On Friday 5th December she and Cllr Davy met with the student council representatives from Ousedale School.   

It was mentioned that new businesses in Newport Pagnell may not know that they could invite the Mayor or the Vice Chair to attend their opening events.   This will be further promoted on Facebook and in Chit Chat.  

ITEM 6.  TC/DEC/2025:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management minutes dated 19th November 2025.  
b) The minutes of the Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 5th  November 2025. 
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 24th November 2025.   
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 3rd November 2025. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 12th November 2025. The clerk advised that although the arts offer from the MK Arts Centre has not proved suitable for the town, she had met with Fiona Vennables to discuss how art might feature both at the Vintage Event and at the Cultural Event.  Fiona had sent a proposal which will be considered by CEPR at the next meeting. Fiona had strongly recommended changing the date of the Cultural Event, because it clashed with the MK-wide Cultural event.   
f) The Economic and Services Development meeting minutes dated 17th November 2025. Cllr Henderson advised that at last there seemed to be some good new on the Village Green application for Westbury Lane, but further work was necessary to complete this process.  The delivery of the plans for the new bowls centre on the Tickford Field Farm site to all of the members at the Bowls Club had again been delayed, as further questions had been raised.    
g) The Allotment meeting minutes dated 18th November 2025.  
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497].   
ITEM 7.  TC/DEC/2025:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· Cllr Phil Winsor reported on the meeting of the Parish Forum that had been held on 4th December.  He advised that a presentation had been given on the state of MKCC finances, including a 4.5M deficit, a very significant overspend on children’s services, and a lack of information and certainty from Government on Local Authority funding.  Various presentations on the use of AI had also been given, although Cloudy IT had advised that the local government environment was not yet fully ready to maximise use of IT.  The planning department at MKCC were already successfully using AI to categorise and communicate about planning applications, and the clerk at Stoney Stratford was using it to write generic minutes. There had been some extra funding provided for socially deprived areas, and MKCC was using this to support sporting bodies servicing this need.  
· Cllr Winsor said that there was nothing to report regarding the B&MKALC Board.   
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group – Cllr Winsor explained that the Environment Agency (EA) had finally cut the reeds in the Ouzel, but these were now massing, and needed a strong storm to carry them downstream.  This damming is not helped by the trees behind the Baptist Church, which would need attending to before the Town Council takes ownership of this land.  The Flood Group had walked the area of the linear park on MK East with the Berkeley Group, and had noted that further shallow riverbeds were being dug out, to constrain water in this area and reduce its flow.   Permission for the EA to erect the camera to overlook floods on Riverside Meadow had finally been given by MKCC. 
· Cllr Henderson spoke about the meeting of the Management Board for the AGP at Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) held on 4th December 2025.  There are now 185 female members and 11 girls teams operating from the site, making WRSG the largest supporter of women’s football in Milton Keynes.  Oldham were now using the AGP with regularity, which was helpful in bringing in funds.  It had previously been assumed by Newport Pagnell Town Football Club that the summer would be a low booking period for the AGP, but this had not turned out to be the case.  Financially the club is on track to meet its obligations for repair of the AGP when needed.   
· There was no update from Cllr Garner on the NP Education Trust.       

ITEM 8. TC/DEC/2025: BUDGET AND PRECEPT 

The Council discussed the 2026/27 budget, and the proposal by the Policy and Finance Working Group (PAF).  The PAF Working Group had suggested a precept increase of 7% to support new demands arising from the agreed long-term plans to refurbish the Police Station site, such as a requirement to fully replace the roof instead of just undertaking patch repairs.  There were also considerations around the fact that following payment of these expenses, and the sums used during the Covid pandemic to rescue Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre, there will be a need to restore the Council’s reserves to pre-2020/21 real term levels.    
  
Resolved to approve the 2026/27 budget and 3-year forecast, and an increase of 7% on precept.  The net result of this is that it increases the precept demand for 2026/27 to £1,325,655 excluding a Local Council Tax Support Grant which the Town Council does not receive.   
 
Prop: PW	Sec: PD



There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.05 pm. The next meeting will be held on 12th January 2026. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

