NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 19th January 2026 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Danny Cunningham,  Paul Day, Euan Henderson (Chair) and Phil Winsor.

Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	
		         		 	 
ITEM 1.   E&S/JAN/2026: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Sue Garner.  

ITEM 2.  E&S/JAN/2026: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/JAN/2026:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions raised. 

ITEM 4.  E&S/JAN/2026: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2025 as a correct record of the meeting.  

Prop: IC	Sec: PW

ITEM 5.  E&S/JAN/2026:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  (WRSG)

	5.1
	To provide a football academy classroom and further changing facilities, and a pavilion for the Cricket Club, including provision for toilets/storage space for the Tennis Club.  

	Full Council has debated the issue of how to proceed with concerns regarding the existing Sports and Social Club on site.  The outcome of negotiations with the Sports and Social Club will determine how to develop the site, using Tickford Fields s106 funding.    




	
	
	

	5.2
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	Agreement has been reached with Milton Keynes City Council  who have accepted that some of the s106 funding from the Bloor site can go towards a pavilion and parking on WRSG. Plans are therefore being drawn up to include this second phase of the development at WRSG.  .

	
	
	



ITEM 6.  E&S/JAN/2026:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	The start date of spring 2026 for Phase one of the Vistry Development is likely to be delayed until the summer of 2026. 

The Bowls Club has now agreed to take the proposal to move the club to the Tickford Field site to their members, for a decision. The Council’s architect will attend this meeting. A response should be forthcoming soon. It will take 2-4 years to develop this new facility on the Tickford Fields development if agreement is reached.   Cllr Winsor asked that consideration be given to what the Town Council would do with the existing Bowls Club site.  He has been approached by a group interested in Pétanque.



	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site

	It should be noted that if the Bowls Club does not agree to move, the community/wellbeing facility will increase in size, and will include a sports hall.    

	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	The initial play area near the school is included in the planning conditions for phase one, and has been approved by the Town Council. It was agreed that transfer of green land and play areas to the Town Council is likely to take place around the second building phase of the new development. There will be three building phases, and the  duration of the entire build will take up to 10 years.  



ITEM 7.  E&S/JAN/2026:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	A report has been received from the MKCC Barrister regarding the question of whether a trigger event has occurred on this site.  Whilst a trigger event does seem to have taken place on the small lane leading to the Anglian Water facility this does not necessarily preclude the rest of the land from achieving Village Green Status.  Unfortunately, the Town Council now needs to apply again using a new map that excludes the Anglian Water lane.   

Action: The clerk to instruct the Council’s solicitor to make the new application.  


	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park. It is now understood from Nick Hannon that MKCC may, when funding allows be willing to replace the removed equipment at Lawrence Walk park if the Town Council takes on long- term management responsibility of the site.   




ITEM 8.  E&S/JAN/2026:   OBJECTIVE: USE OF OTHER SITES 

	8.1
	To make appropriate use of the disused London Road Allotment site, with particular reference to the Newport Pagnell Archers, and to consult with local residents on this matter. 
 
	The Archers Club have agreed the terms of the lease.  Newport Pagnell Town Council has signed the lease, and is just waiting for the appropriate members of the Archers Club to drop in for signature.    
 
Once this has been completed, the clerk can draw up ‘licences to occupy’ for the land adjacent to households on London Road.   

	8.2
	To ensure that there are no blockages in the plan to refurbish the Police Station site, to move the Town Council offices into this building, and to relocate the Chandos Museum displays to the site.  
	The PQQ for interested builders has been issued, and responses are expected by noon on 20th January. Six of the most suitable organisations will be chosen to receive the final tender in March. It is hoped that works will start in May 2026. There will be a delay for the museum internal fit-out to allow for accumulation of the necessary funds.   



ITEM 9.  E&S/JAN/2025:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	9.1
	To make an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2026.


	It is still not possible to make an enhanced tier bid to the Rural Payment Agency. A new farm category bid has opened which the clerk will investigate to see if it is possible to obtain funding from this.   


	9.2 
	To ensure that Newport Pagnell Town Council receives payment in full for the Higher Tier 2025 payments from the Rural Payments Agency.  
	Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC) has paid the Town Council’s invoice for the share of payments from the Rural Payments Agency.




ITEM 10.   E&S/JAN/2026: FINANCE and BUDGET 

10.1	Members reviewed the December 2025 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.  

ITEM 11.   E&S/JAN/2026: PARK BEHIND BAPTIST CHURCH 

11.1	Given MKCC Highways’ and Kay Pettit’s comments about additional car parking on this site, it was:
  Resolved that the Town Council should speak with the Baptist Church to register their interest in paying for a further five spaces.  
.     
	Action:  The Town Clerk to set up a meeting with the Baptist Church 

It was noted that 2026 is an election year for MKCC 

  Further resolved that the Town Council should urgently formally register its interest in taking ownership of this park with Kay Pettit and ask her to begin proceedings to this end (before the purdah period begins)  – with a view to completion in late 2028, early 2029. 

	Cllr Henderson abstained from this vote.  

	Action:  The Town Clerk to follow up this matter with Kay Pettit.  

ITEM 12.   E&S/JAN/2025: LONG-TERM USE OF THE EXISTING TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

12.1	Members discussed the options for the existing Town Council offices, once the staff have moved to the Police Station site.  It was noted that the Town Clerk would be seeking approval to undertake new valuations of properties at the end of January, including a market valuation of 80 High Street.  This will provide further information to help clarify options for the site. Some members were in favour of an outright sale of the building, whilst others considered it an opportunity to bring in permanent income for the council. 

	Action: Once the valuations are in the Town Clerk will discuss possible options for the site with Stimpson Eaves.  

ITEM 13.   E&S/JAN/2026: NEIGHBOURHOOD HEALTH AGENDA

13.1	MKCC had sent an email to all parish councils requesting them to give some thought to the Neighbourhood Health Agenda. They saw this as the opportunity to bring professions together from VSs, Parishes, Schools, Adult Services and Children’s Services to help address the social service gap. 

	It was not entirely clear exactly what was being sought from parishes. 

	Action: The clerk to respond to the email, outlining all the various services that contribute to health which are currently provided in the town, and seeking information on what else MKCC might be looking for, or whether this was just an information sharing exercise.  
 
ITEM 14.   E&S/JAN/2026: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items added to the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.33 am  

The date of the next meeting is 10.30am on 16th March 2026.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


