
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on

Wednesday 18th February at 8.00pm, using Zoom Conferencing Facilities.
Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman (Chairman), Paul Day, Sue Garner, Mark Lombardo and Phil Winsor. 
ITEM 1 FEB 2026/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Humphries and Cunningham.
ITEM 2 FEB 2026/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 FEB 2026/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.
ITEM 4 FEB 2026/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 21st January and 4th February were accepted and agreed.
ITEM 5 FEB 2026/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 The working group considered the planning application(s) below and made the following representations to Milton Keynes City Council Planning Department:
PLN/2025/2344 Listed Building Consent for installation of electric charger at 28 Mill Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2026/0196 Approval of details required by conditions 18 (archaeological mitigation) & 19 (ground conditions) of permission ref. 20/00133/OUTEIS at Tickford Fields Farm, North Crawley Road. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2026/0150 Proposed single storey rear extension at 12 Ribble Close. The working group objected to the proposed timber effect cement board cladding material, suggesting facing bricks would be more appropriate and in keeping with neighbouring properties.

PLN/2026/0209 Approval of details required by conditions 9 ( GCN precautionary working statements) and 10 (Faunal Enhancement and Management Plan) of permission ref. PLN/2025/2156 at 4 Queens Avenue. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2026/0110 The re-pollarding to approximately 2.5m in height of seventeen Lime trees (G1) at Newport Pagnell Bowls Club, Tickford Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
5.2 The working group received the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 

ITEM 6 FEB 2026/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
6.1 The working group considered the licencing application(s) below and made the following representations to Milton Keynes Council Licencing Department:
New Premises Licence Application for Newport Pagnell Town Football and Social Club, Pavillion, Sports Ground, Willen Road. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
ITEM 7 FEB 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - PUBLIC TRANSPORT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding any public transport, and the relevant infrastructure. If the issue is not acknowledged or resolved within 2 months, then the matter will be escalated as appropriate.
	The working group noted that a meeting has been arranged with representatives from Dott and Lime for Thursday 26th February at 11.30am, at the Council offices.
The working group received the map of Mandatory Parking Zones (MPZs) for e-bikes and e-scooters, and raised some queries regarding some of the proposed locations. The working group agreed to raise these at the meeting with the operators on 26th February. 
Cllr Lombardo raised the issue of emergency road closure of Westbury Lane, which had affected the bus service and left bus users waiting needlessly at bus stops. The working group agreed that Real Time Information (RTI) at the bus stops is necessary to inform bus service users of road closures, etc that would affect the service routes/times. The working group agreed to request these of MKCC.  


ITEM 8.   FEB 2026/TPEM - OBJECTIVE:  HIGHWAYS
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To raise all relevant matters pertaining to the highway’s infrastructure with the relevant team at MKCC. If the issue is not acknowledged or resolved within 2 months, then the matter will be escalated.
	The issue of parking enforcement was raised due to commercial vehicles taking up spaces in the short stay parking bays on Bury Street. MKCC had incorrectly advised that there were no parking restrictions in this area, when in fact there is a sign stating one hour stay, no return within one hour.

Deputy Clerk to report to Parking Enforcement.
The working group discussed the wider issue of the lack of clear signage and faded road markings. The enforcement company (SABA) have stated that they cannot enforce parking restrictions where there are faded lines and incomplete/missing signage. MKCC have stated that there is no money in their budget for completing these works. Cllr Winsor advised the working group noted that some line marking is scheduled for March 26, weather permitting.

The meeting also discussed the provision of

disabled parking bays in town (currently 19 counted)

and whether this needs reviewing to ensure it is

appropriate for the demand.    


ITEM 9.   FEB 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To ensure that Version 3 of the NPNP is implemented as appropriate by the Council as appropriate within its period of validity.
	The working group noted that the next Neighbourhood Plan Working Group meeting is scheduled for Thursday 19th February.


ITEM 10. FEB 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - RANGER SERVICE
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To log all requests for the ranger on a spreadsheet and keep under review at least every 28 days.
	The working group received the Ranger’s report for January, and expressed their thanks for his excellent work.


ITEM 11. FEB 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - BUILT & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	11.1
	Built Environment - Ensure that the condition of listed buildings, monuments, and both designated/non-designated heritage assets in Newport Pagnell are kept under review to achieve both their protection and preservation. Any concerns will be raised with the relevant party within 28 days. Escalation will be considered if deemed appropriate.

	

	11.2
	Objective
Natural Environment - To focus on the natural environment within the parish area when the opportunity arises to both protect and improve the current situation with additional bio-diversity measures and the re-use of unused land. To liaise with the landowner(s) within 28 days. 
	

	
	
	


ITEM 12 FEB 2026/TPEM: FORMAL COMPLAINT TO MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL
To discuss and agree whether to submit a formal complaint to MKCC regarding their lack of response to Officer’s requests for information. If agreed, formulate the complaint and make a recommendation to Full Council that it be submitted. 
ITEM 13 FEB 2026/TPEM: CONSULTATION – LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN v5

The working group received details of MKCC’s LTP5 consultation. The working group made no comment.
ITEM 14 FEB 2026/TPEM: CONSULTATION - ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGE HUBS AND CAR CLUBS

To receive details of, and agree a response to, MKCC’s above named consultation, noting the Clerk’s comments. 
Charge Hubs overview
Charge Hubs will provide quick on demand charging using rapid and ultra rapid chargers which can top up a car battery in just 10 to 40 minutes. They will be conveniently located in areas such as local shops, leisure centres and in car parks near convenience stores and cafes to offer the customer purchasing/sit down options whilst waiting for their car to charge.
The working group agreed that careful consideration of locations is needed, noting some charging points already exist in the area (Queens Ave. car park, Lidl, and the Kings Arms). The working group questioned whether there was sufficient demand for EV charging points given there is already inadequate parking capacity.
Car Club overview
A car club is an efficient way for people to share cars. Car clubs provide access to pay-as-you-drive vehicles for people who sign up as members.

Vehicles are parked in dedicated and clearly marked parking spaces close to the homes and workplaces of car club members and are available on an hourly or daily basis, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Members usually have a choice of how to book cars in various locations using websites, mobile apps, or over the phone. They use this flexibility to enable more efficient travel, by making best use of cars alongside trains, buses, and cycling and walking.
The working group noted that there are already car rental options that allow people to arrange their own car sharing clubs. Hence, the committee felt car clubs were best organized between private individuals rather than being formally established.
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