NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 24th February 2026 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Carmel Collins, Danny Cunningham, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Euan Henderson, Sue Garner (Vice Chair), Mark Lombardo, Richard Pearson, James Wells and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
                      Seven members of the public
 	 
ITEM 1.  TC/FEB/2026:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1     Apologies 

There were apologies from Cllrs Binta Bah-Pokawa and Scott Humphries for this meeting.  

1.2     Police Report

PCSO Duncan Peerless and PCSO Connor Braddish were unable to  attended the meeting. However, they had provided the crime figures for the previous month which were as follows:
  
	Assault with and without injury
Burglary
	9
1

	Criminal damage 
Harassment                                                                        
	4
4

	Malicious Communications
	     0         

	Public order 
	     5

	Robbery                                                                  
	                0

	Shoplifting 
	     6         

	Theft 
	     2

	Theft of vehicle 
	    1          

	          Theft from vehicle 
	     2

	ASB: Community/Environmental/Personal 
Suspicious persons
Suspicious vehicles 
Suspicious other 
	     6
                1     
     7
     3







	
	

	
The police also reported a rise of individuals tampering with vehicles.
 It was recommended that residents double-check their vehicles are        locked
 locked to ensure that no valuables are left visible inside. 

	

	The following police events are taking place: 
Coffee with a Cop  5-7 pm on Wednesday 11th March 2026, Swan Revived Hotel, High Street, Newport Pagnell.
Have your say  11am-1pm on Wednesday 6th May, at Tesco, 20-22 Elthorne Way, Newport Pagnell. 

Cllr Clarke asked about what had happened to the drive to get private electric scooters off the street, by seizing and crushing them. 

Action: The clerk will write to the Police and Crime Commissioner, Matthew Barber, and enquire from the local PCSO about whether these endeavours are continuing.  

It was noted the positive action the police are taking in respect of meeting with the community, and councillors said that they would be interested to learn whether many members of the community were taking up these opportunities. 

	


ITEM 2.  TC/FEB/2026:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]There were no interests declared.    
  
ITEM 3. TC/FEB/2026:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

Two members of the public raised several questions as follows: 

Resident one:   ‘The council posted a statement on Facebook on 13th January informing the public that you are talking to the Willen Rd sports & social club tenants with regard to assessing the facility they provide. 

There were around 60 comments on this post in positive support of the sports & social club, showcasing examples of how it provides a welcoming & inclusive place for the community of Newport Pagnell especially for families and sports teams.

Despite this I have heard that the council are still actively pursuing to remove the current sports & social clubs tenants, so I am hoping you will be able to provide some clarity on why this is, how the decision came about and what your plans are for the future, in particular:

· How did the council come to the view that the sports & social club doesn’t currently provide a cost effective & inclusive facility for all sports/users as is suggested in your Facebook post?

· Why weren’t the users of the sports & social club (its members, the sports teams, and the general community of Newport Pagnell) consulted/asked for feedback about how they use the facility and whether or not they think it is fit for purpose/what could be improved if anything etc.?

· What are the councils future plans for the club building if they do remove the current leaseholders? 

· How will the council be funding any legal action required to sever the current lease?

After attending the meeting this evening I also now have to ask:

· Are all of the town councillors aware that there is overwhelming public opposition to the removal of the current sports & social club tenants and that the decision to do so appears to have be made internally without any involvement of the community the council are supposed to support?

· Why would the council suggest using the £2M Tickford Fields planning gain (which is agreed will not stretch very far) to put towards replacing an existing facility that the public have expressed to you on Facebook and at tonight’s meeting as meeting our needs, when instead it could be used for sports facilities we do actually need & want (e.g. tennis & cricket pavilion)?’

Resident two: Agreed with everything resident one had said.  

Resident three stated that  ‘Cricket club members would not be coming to any new facility, and would only support the existing social club if it was run by the existing leaseholders.’

All residents mentioned the importance of the social club to the community, and one specifically indicated that the site was a social lifeline for her father.    

Cllr Day thanked the residents for raising their concerns and explained that he would not go into the relationship between the Council and its lessees as this is a confidential matter, particularly as the lessee of the social club is a private company.  

He added that the Town Council is highly committed to ensuring that Willen Road Sports Ground, which it owns for the community, is a great facility for the whole of our town. For example, in recent years, as well as playing a part in securing the Leah Williamson Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) and land from Bloor homes for an extension to the site, the Town Council has negotiated with the Tickford Fields developers for planning gain to the value of approximately £2M to be spent at Willen Road Sports Ground. 

The Council has consulted with all the tenants on the site and established what their wish lists are. Each club has its own requirements plus the site overall needs parking, lighting, fencing, etc and not everything is achievable within budget available at this time. Hence the Town Council is considering all options to get the best value.
This includes an intention of insuring that there will be an open and inclusive social venue available on a frequent basis to the local community and other users of the site.      

The Town Council will respond to these resident’s emails with the results of future decisions made about the site in due course once the minutes of the meeting become available to the public.   


ITEM 4.  TC/FEB/2026:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 12th January 2026 as a true record of the meeting. 
Prop: PW	Sec: IC

4.2	Matters arising (for noting only)

4.2.1	Cllr Garner advised that Ousedale School do not currently have any concerns about the lack of A-Level provision on the MK East site. 

ITEM 5. TC/FEB/2026:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day presented his activities report for January 2026 as follows:   
 
· On Saturday 17th January he and his wife visited the new coffee shop on the High Street, Crowd Coffee.        
· On Saturday 18th January he supported the MB United team, a mix of MK and Bedford players, in their game at WRSG on the Leah Williamson pitch.     
· On Friday 23rd January he hosted the Town Council’s Volunteers’ Thank you Reception at the Brooklands Centre. 
· On Friday 30th January, he and his wife attended the Leighton Buzzard Charity Quiz event. 

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, reported that she had attended the following event in January 2026:  
· On Sunday 25th January she attended the Swans Community Partnership’s Young Sports Leaders Award Ceremony.   

 
ITEM 6.  TC/FEB/2026:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management minutes dated 21st January 2026. 
b) The minutes of the Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 7th January 2026.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 26th January 2026   
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 5th January 2026. 
e) The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 14th January 2026. 
f) The Economic and Service Development meeting minutes dated 19th January 2026. 
Cllr Henderson mentioned that matters with respect to the Bowls Club were proceeding well.  
There have been further delays with the Village Green application on Westbury Lane.  
There is now considerably doubt about the Historical Society moving to the Police Station site.  The clerk has been in touch with two alternative occupiers who could also fit the culture and heritage designation very well.  It was agreed that following a meeting with the Historical Society on Thursday 26th February, if the answer remains no, the Town Council will communicate with local residents about the situation and ask if they have any further ideas about suitable occupants.  
The Town Council has now registered its interest with MKCC in taking ownership of the park behind the Baptist Church.  

[bookmark: _Hlk150860497].   
ITEM 7.  TC/FEB/2026:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· There have been no meetings of the Parish Forum since December 2025.
· Cllr Winsor said that there was nothing to report regarding the B&MKALC Board.   
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group – Cllr Winsor mentioned that the Flood Group had real concerns over the actions of the Environment Agency (EA) and Anglian Water.  There has been no flooding of roads this year but that is not to say that there won’t be.  It is the Flood Groups intention to contact the local MP, Chris Curtis, to discuss the role of the EA and Anglian Water in respect of flooding in Newport Pagnell.  The issue with respect to the erection of the flood monitoring camera over the river Ousel continues.  This needs to be resolved by MKCC and the EA.    
· Cllr Winsor reported that there were no issues that had been raised by MK&BALC board.
· Minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2025 were received.  The work of the management team at the AGP was found to be very encouraging.  The next meeting of the Management Board for the AGP at Willen Road Sports Ground (WRSG) will only take place in June 2026.   
· Cllr Garner advised that the NP Education Trust had not met recently.         

ITEM 8. TC/FEB/2026: E-ACT OUSEDALE 2027/28 ADMISSIONS POLICY

8.1	The meeting received a letter from a resident based in Ashwood regarding changes to the above admissions policy at Ousedale School. It was felt that the Town Council needs to focus on ensuring that Newport Pagnell residents could access the school first. 

	Resolved to ask the NPIG Steering Group to require the MKCC Education Department to share information about modelling of future capacity at Ousedale School. 

	Prop: EH	Sec: PD 


ITEM 9. TC/FEB/2026: NALC STUDY TOUR AND NALC ANNUAL CONFERENCE

9.1	Resolved that Cllrs Anne Butler and Richard Abery attend the 2026 NALC 	Study Tour. 
	Prop: AB	Sec: PD

9.2      Resolved that Cllrs Sue Garner and Mark Lombardo attend the NALC conference on 24th June 2026. 

	Prop: SG	Sec: ML

ITEM 10. TC/FEB/2026: PARISH PRECEPT LEAFLET

10.1	Resolved, with a few minor amendments,  to approve the parish precept leaflet for distribution to residents.

 	Prop: EH	Sec: PD

ITEM 11. TC/FEB/2026: CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

9.1	Confidential Item

The Council resolved that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Exclusion of the public in accordance with section1(2) and by reason of the confidential nature of the business, the public and press would be excluded from the following agenda item/s for the reason(s) of them relating to an individual/s sensitive information, or because they include information on confidential negotiations.

Prop: PD	Sec: PW

The meeting went into confidential session, and the visitors left the meeting. 

9.2	Decision on how the s106 funding at WRSG would be used and the leases on WRSG

Council received a report from the clerk outlining various options for the refurbishment of WRSG.  It was noted that a proposal by the Town Council to change the manner in which the lease of the Social Club was run had been rejected.  This ruled out option 1, which allocated continuing use of the Social Club’s facilities to the Football Club.  Options 2 and 3 were judged to be too expensive or long-winded to pursue, so Option 4 was agreed.  

This option involves the build of a new pavilion plus new changing rooms for the first football teams and an academy space, all in the area between the tennis court and the main pitch at WRSG.  This building would accommodate most of the requirements of the Football Club, although there remains a shortage of a further set of changing rooms for the Artificial Grass Pitch, which could potentially be accommodated at a later date.  The Football Club would move their first teams out of the changing rooms currently based at the Social Club. 

This would provide the opportunity for the Cricket Club to make use of these changing rooms instead of sharing the refurbished changing block with football.  Owing to limits on how far the s106 funding could be spread, it would not be possible to build another pavilion for the Cricket Club, but provision for this club for storage, and a covered viewing stand overlooking the pitch could be made. The Cricket Club would also be able to make use of the new pavilion lounge adjacent to the main pitch, as this would be run on an open model, not a membership arrangement, and the academy space could also be booked by the Cricket Club.    

The Tennis Club’s refurbishment would result in an increase of court space by only 25%, not the 50% they requested, and some small additional interior space with toilets overlooking their courts.  

It was acknowledged that no option could be found to meet all the requirements of every club, but this was considered the best use of available funds at this time and the appropriate use of the current s.106 funding.   

	A vote was taken with 13 members voting for the resolution below with 1 against. 

	Resolved to approve Option 4 as above.  

	Prop: PD	Sec:  SG

	Further resolved to leave the lease in place with the existing company running the Social Club, but to require the directors to remedy the areas where they have defaulted on their lease and to accommodate the Cricket Club in the attached changing rooms, once the Football Club’s first team vacates these premises and moves to the new venue.  

	It was also agreed to remove the electricity supply for the main football pitch floodlights and the tennis club lights from the Social Club, and redirect these to a new utilities station to be built on site, thereby removing the current demand overload.   

		Prop: PW	Sec:  SG

	Meetings will urgently be arranged with all affected parties.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 9.32 pm. The next meeting date is Monday 9th March 2026. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

