NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 12th March 2026 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Mark Lombardo (chair), Anne Butler, Scott Humphries (vice chair), Binta Bah-Pokawa, Sue Garner, James Wells and Rose Davy.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		Dave (Carnival Committee)
		Committee member (Carnival Committee)
				
ITEM 1.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies received from Cllr Carmel Collins and Richard Abery.  

ITEM 2.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th February 2026 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: SH	Sec: AB

[bookmark: _Hlk95987280]ITEM 5.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:  WELCOME TO COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

Carnival:		Event to be held on 4th & 5th July.  Following their recent committee meeting, it was reported that everything remains on track and fundraising has begun, starting with a barn dance.  It was also noted that a new committee member has been recruited. 
Strawberry Fayre:   Event to be held on 21st June.  
Cllr Mark Lombardo reported that he is scheduled to meet with the organiser in two weeks to discuss the implications of Martyn’s Law and making a formal application to the Town Council for the building and adjacent parking area.  . 
Soapbox Derby:      Event to be held on 12th July.
Fireworks Event:	Event to be held on 6th November.  
Christmas Lights:     Event to be held on 28th November.
Cultural Event:        To be held on 5th September 2026. 

         No reports were received from the events groups, however, the Carnival Committee were granted permission to provide a verbal update for this meeting only.  From next month, a written report will be required from all outside organisations, although if they have an urgent question this can be raised during the open question agenda item. .

ITEM 6.  CEPR/MARCH/2026: EVENTS

No events to review.

Item 6.3	Vintage Event 2026

The officer's report was received and the budget was approved.  

Cllr Sue Garner reported that Ousedale school has agreed to participate in the Vintage Photo booth at the vintage event.  A meeting has been arranged with the school, the clerk and the events officer to discuss details.

Item 6.4	Annual Town Meeting 19th March 2026

	It was noted that security personnel have been arranged for this event, and the agenda was approved.

ITEM 7.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:  ACCOUNTS

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for January 2026 and did not raise any issues.  

ITEM 8.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:  OBJECTIVE – EVENTS  

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To organise an event in September 2025 for the Town Council’s Anniversary, comprising a dog show, treasure hunt and evening extravaganza.

	Objective complete.





	 8.2
	To plan for extra budget for a regular September event, and to help it grow into an annual event. 

	Costs for the Arts Event (as part of the Cultural Event) 2026 will have to come from the small event budget.    

	8.3
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a successful bi-annual event.
	Notes from the Cultural and Arts Festival meeting held on 17 02 26 were received. 

It was noted that there has been difficulty in securing grants for the event.   A discussion took place, and it was proposed that the Town Council assume responsibility for the event in future, once the Police Station site has been renovated.  It was further noted that the Town Council is not in a financial position to take on the event for the next few years, and this matter will be referred to the next Full Council meeting in April.  

Pro: ML Sec: SG  




      ITEM 9.  CEPR/MARCH/2026:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To recruit more volunteers to help with Town Council events
	It was noted that arrangements have now been made and a location agreed for the erection of a Town Council notice board in the reception of Ousedale School. 


	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	There has not been any update on the resubmission of the Village Green application to MKCC.

	9.3
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers.

	New categories have been introduced.

Cllr Scott Humphries suggested the awards be expanded to include young people, in order to encourage greater participation from the younger generation.  This could involve introducing two age categories, aimed at primary and secondary pupils.

Action: to be added to next year’s nominations.


	9.4
	To undertake a survey to establish what residents think about the Town’s Council’s communications with them.
	Parameters were discussed for the creation of a vlog by Ousedale school students.

The following was agreed:

· Two vlogs aimed at different target audiences to promote Newport Pagnell
· One bite-sized action-based vlog of 60-90 seconds for Gen Z.  
· One longer vlog of approximately 10 minutes for the older consumer, who could also absorb it on the Town Council website, and electronic notice board, if they were not avid social media consumers.   
· Each vlog must be produced in a different style
· A reward of £50 for each winning vlog

Applications will be judged by a panel of three, potentially including the head film at Ousedale School.  

Action: The Events Officer to make contact with the Film teacher at Ousedale School to arrange a meeting, and the Town Clerk to write the criteria for the competition.  




ITEM 10.  CEPR/MARCH/2026: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING OF TOWN COUNCIL AND    NEWPORT PAGNELL 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

	If funding can be secured from MKCC for promoting the town, it was agreed that it be used to bring this objective forward from 2029/30 to 2026.  


	10.2
	To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell.  
	To be actioned 2029/30.



 
ITEM 11.  CEPR/MARCH/2026: PRESS RELEASES

No press releases at present.
 
ITEM 12.  CEPR/MARCH/2026: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/MARCH/2026: TOWN TALK

No further items were requested to be included in the summer edition of Town Talk.  

ITEM 14.  CEPR/MARCH/2026: IDEAS FOR CYCLE SESSIONS

Several ideas were discussed, but it was concluded that there is no requirement for `learn to ride` sessions for Newport Pagnell.  Despite repeated advertising of these free sessions, there has not been any uptake since the beginning of 2025 and sessions are run by MKCC throughout the city.   

It was agreed to terminate these sessions.

Pro: ML Sec: SG 

ITEM 15.  CEPR/FEB/2026: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

The usual items to be added to the next agenda as well as a proposal to extend the 2027 Vintage Day event to two days.  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:25 pm

The date of the next meeting is 15th April 2026.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


