NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 16th March 2026 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Danny Cunningham,  Paul Day, Euan Henderson (Chair) and Sue Garner (late arrival).  
Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	
		         		 	 
ITEM 1.   E&S/MAR/2026: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were apologies from Cllr Phil Winsor who had connectivity problems and was therefore unable to stay in the meeting.

ITEM 2.  E&S/MAR/2026: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/MAR/2026:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions raised. 

ITEM 4.  E&S/MAR/2026: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19th January 2026 as a correct record of the meeting.  

Prop: PW	Sec: EH

ITEM 5.  E&S/MAR/2026:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  (WRSG)

	5.1
	To provide a football academy classroom and further changing facilities, new facilities for the Cricket Club, and toilets and court space for the Tennis Club.  

	A Council decision has been taken and communicated to all concerned, reflecting how the funding that will become available for WRSG is to be apportioned. 




	
	
	

	5.2
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	The second set of changing facilities for football, and parking are included in the plans, although these will only be built in Phase 2, when the Bloor s106 funding becomes available.    


	
	
	



ITEM 6.  E&S/MAR/2026:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	Vistry now require full detailed plans for the bowls facility and wellbeing centre to be submitted to MKCC by May 2029.  Whilst Vistry has agreed to fund the cost of the surveys on this site, there remains a substantial fee needed for the Council architect to take these base level drawings to RIBA 4, necessary for the Planning Authority to discharge all the planning conditions. The Town Council cannot afford to do this, and requires MKCC and Vistry to come up with a plan to allow s106 funding to come forward early for this purpose.  

The clerk has discussed the issue both with Will Rysdale (MKCC) and Greg Woods (Vistry) who are fully aware of what is needed.  It is understood that these two organisations will find a solution between them.  


	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site

	The Bowls Club members have now agreed to the move of their club to the Tickford Field site, subject to the ability to transfer freehold of the new site to them.  

	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	The initial play area near the school has been approved by the Town Council. The larger NEAP play area is part of phase two, and will be agreed by the Town Council shortly. The transfer of green land and play areas to the Town Council is likely to take place around the second building phase of the new development. There will be three building phases, and the  duration of the entire build will take up to 10 years.  







ITEM 7.  E&S/MAR/2026:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	The Town Council’s solicitor is still awaiting a response from MKCC before she knows whether it is necessary to submit a whole new application, or to amend the previous application.  The latter will ensure that the Town Council does not have to pay additional fees to engage a separate solicitor to take a new statement from the Town Clerk. 

Action: The clerk to follow up the delay with Rosie Armstrong. 


	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park. It is now understood from Nick Hannon that MKCC may, when funding allows be willing to replace the removed equipment at Lawrence Walk park if the Town Council takes on long- term management responsibility of the site.   




ITEM 8.  E&S/MAR/2026:   OBJECTIVE: USE OF OTHER SITES 

	8.1
	To make appropriate use of the disused London Road Allotment site, with particular reference to the Newport Pagnell Archers, and to consult with local residents on this matter. 
 
	The Archers Club has signed the lease for this site, and both Licences to Occupy land have been signed by adjacent neighbours.   Objective complete, and ready to publicize.   
 
Cllr Day said how important it was that we let residents know about the full range of sporting activities where the Town Council is investing in improvement.  These include tennis, football, cricket, bowls, archery, and netball.    
 

	8.2
	To ensure that there are no blockages in the plan to refurbish the Police Station site, to move the Town Council offices into this building.  
	The tenders for building works have been received, the Tender Evaluation Panel has considered the bids, and the final decision will be made by PAF, once the quantity surveyor has completed his analysis of the prices submitted.  

There has however, been a change of potential occupiers of the historical and cultural section of the building in that the previous potential tenants, the Historical Society, no longer wish to move the Chandos Museum to this site. This necessitates a change to the objective, which will now read: ‘To ensure that there are no blockages in the plan to refurbish the Police Station site, to move the Town Council offices into this building, and to have, occupied, a Historical and Cultural element to the additional space.’ 

The Town Clerk has been in discussion with the Thames Valley Police Museum and a model railway club, which are both very keen to move to the site.  Both would fit the brief for a historical and cultural element on the site.  To date the public has not responded to the call for further ideas for this site.  

Resolved to approve of these potential occupants, whilst still leaving an opportunity for local residents to raise other possible options at the Annual Town Meeting. Should no other options be raised, resolved to accept these two occupants.  

Prop: EH       Sec: PD

Thereafter, a second press release to be issued, regarding the new occupancy of the site.        



ITEM 9.  E&S/MAR/2025:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	9.1
	To make an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2026.


	Just Farm, the Council’s agents for dealing with the Rural Payments Agency, have suggested a possible new route to put forward a bid for enhanced funding.  However, more details need to be established, so a meeting is being set up with the Council’s agents to discuss the matter.     


	9.2 
	To ensure that Newport Pagnell Town Council receives payment in full for the Higher Tier 2025 payments from the Rural Payments Agency.  
	Objective Complete.  




ITEM 10.   E&S/MAR/2026: FINANCE and BUDGET 

10.1	Members reviewed the January 2026 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.  

ITEM 11.   E&S/MAR/2026: PARK BEHIND BAPTIST CHURCH 

11.1	The Town Council has now formally registered its interest in taking ownership of this park with MKCC.   

  Resolved to approve the Town Council paying for a ground levels survey and red line drawing of the area to send to MKCC as part of the application process.   
	 
	Action:  The Town Clerk to instruct its architect to create a red line drawing of the area of the park, excluding the land that has been transferred to the Baptist Church. For this he will have to engage with Land Registry and possibly the MKCC land terrier data base. He can also identify a possible parking area and the route to this on the plans. 

The Council’s architect is engaged at present both with the police station site and with the Willen Road Sports Ground refurbishment, so it will be some time before he can get around to this project.      

ITEM 12.   E&S/MAR/2025: LONG-TERM USE OF THE EXISTING TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

12.1	Members reviewed the market values for both selling and renting the existing Town Council offices, once the staff have moved into the Police Station site.  

	Resolved to not take this matter further until more is known about the Council’s ‘Town of Culture’ bid, as it includes an option for this site to become a potential art gallery.  

	Prop: EG	Sec: DC 

 
ITEM 13.   E&S/MAR/2026: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items added to the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.39 am  

The date of the next meeting is 10.30am on 18th May 2026.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


