
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 8.00pm using Zoom conferencing facilities. 
Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman (Chairman), Danny Cunningham, Paul Day, Scott Humphries, and Mark Lombardo. 
ITEM 1 MAR 2026/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The working group received and accepted apologies for absence from Cllrs Winsor & Garner.
ITEM 2 MAR 2026/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest
ITEM 3 MAR 2026/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)

There were no questions or statements from members of the public.
ITEM 4 MAR 2026/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 18th February and 4th March 2026 were accepted and agreed.
ITEM 5 MAR 2026/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 To consider the planning application(s) below and make appropriate representations to Milton Keynes City Council Planning Department:
PLN/2026/0409 Listed Building Consent for the proposed alteration and repairs to existing boundary wall to create vehicular access at 22 Caldecote Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2026/0394 Approval of details required by condition 14 (Bird and Bat Boxes) of permission ref. 24/01465/FULM at 124 High Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
PLN/2026/0380 Proposed loft conversion with front and rear dormers at 7 Greenlands Close. The working group commented that the proposal will effectively raise the building height from a bungalow to a two-storey property, which is out of keeping with the existing street scene. Although other properties in the area have carried out loft conversions, the dormers were all rear facing, as opposed to this proposal which will be visible from the front/street. 
PLN/2026/0443 Non-material amendment seeking to amend wording of conditions 1, 18 and 21 to refer to the Strategic Highways Infrastructure Plan approved by 23/02686/NMA (relating to permission ref. PLN/2024/2745 for variation of condition 19 (Strategic Highway Infrastructure) seeking to increase the number of homes that can be occupied prior to completion of strategic highway infrastructure from 250 to 500 (relating to permission ref. 21/00999/OUTEIS for Hybrid planning application encompassing: (i) outline element (with all matters reserved) for a large-scale mixed-use urban extension (creating a new community) comprising: residential development; employment including business, general industry and storage/distribution uses; a secondary school and primary schools; a community hub containing a range of commercial and community uses; a new linear park along the River Ouzel corridor; open space and linked amenities; new redways, access roads and associated highways improvements; associated infrastructure works; demolition of existing structures and (ii) detailed element for strategic highway and multi-modal transport infrastructure, including: new road and redway extensions; a new bridge over the M1 motorway; a new bridge over the River Ouzel; works to the Tongwell Street corridor between Tongwell roundabout and Pineham roundabout including new bridge over the River Ouzel; alignment alterations to A509 and Newport Road; and associated utilities, earthworks and drainage works)) at Milton Keynes East, Land East and West of A509 London Road. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.
5.2 The working group received the updated schedule of planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 

ITEM 6 MAR 2026/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
6.1 To consider the licencing application(s) below and make appropriate representations to Milton Keynes City Council Licencing Department:
Renewal application from Mr Softee for 1 ice cream van (Reg. T402 POA) to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 16:00 to 21:00. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.

Renewal application from Mr Guci Ices (Reg R481 0SH) for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Current hours: Monday to Sunday 15:00 to 20:00. Hours applied for: Monday to Sunday 14:00 – 19:00. The working group made no comment or objection to this application.

ITEM 7 MAR 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - PUBLIC TRANSPORT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding any public transport, and the relevant infrastructure. If the issue is not acknowledged or resolved within 2 months, then the matter will be escalated as appropriate.
	The working group noted that MKCC be removing bus shelters at stops 5743 (Westbury Lane), 5880 (Westbury Lane), and 5723 (Wordworth Avenue) and replacing them with new solar powered shelters with LED lighting. The works will be completed during the Spring. The working group also noted that MKCC have stated there are currently no plans to instal Real Time Information (RTI) in bus stops in Newport Pagnell.
Action: Deputy Clerk to ask MKCC why RTI is not being planned for.

Action: Deputy Clerk to report missing flags at bus stops and lack of up-to-date timetables on the Poets Estate. 
The working group received notes of a meeting with E-scooter operators Dott and Lime, held on Thursday 26th February. While the meeting was constructive and productive, the changes discussed (MPZs, speed reduction in the High Street) do not appear to have been implemented.
Action: Deputy Clerk to contact e-scooter operators to ascertain when the MPZs and speed reduction will come into effect.




ITEM 8.   MAR 2026/TPEM - OBJECTIVE:  HIGHWAYS
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To raise all relevant matters pertaining to the highway’s infrastructure with the relevant team at MKCC. If the issue is not acknowledged or resolved within 2 months, then the matter will be escalated.
	Cllr Day raised concerns over the Local Transport Plan v5 (LTP5), noting that it reads like a policy for the former new town designated area only, and fails to properly consider the wider City/Borough beyond.
Action: Deputy Clerk to forward Cllr Day’s comments to MKCC.
Cllr Lombardo raised the issue of persistent parking in Market Hill bus stop. 

Action: Deputy Clerk to request more parking enforcement in that area.


ITEM 9.   MAR 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To ensure that Version 3 of the NPNP is implemented as appropriate by the Council as appropriate within its period of validity.
	The working group received the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group meeting held on Thursday 19th February.


ITEM 10. MAR 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - RANGER SERVICE
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To log all requests for the ranger on a spreadsheet and keep under review at least every 28 days.
	The working group received the Ranger’s report for February. The working group again extended its thanks to the Ranger for the work that he does, noting that he regularly goes above and beyond his duties. 


ITEM 11. MAR 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - BUILT & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	11.1
	Built Environment - Ensure that the condition of listed buildings, monuments, and both designated/non-designated heritage assets in Newport Pagnell are kept under review to achieve both their protection and preservation. Any concerns will be raised with the relevant party within 28 days. Escalation will be considered if deemed appropriate.

	Nothing to report.

	11.2
	Objective
Natural Environment - To focus on the natural environment within the parish area when the opportunity arises to both protect and improve the current situation with additional bio-diversity measures and the re-use of unused land. To liaise with the landowner(s) within 28 days. 
	Nothing to report.

	
	
	


 There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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