NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


 
 Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on 
Monday 9th March 2026 at 8.00 pm at the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club, Wolverton Road, Newport Pagnell 

Present :	Cllrs Richard Abery, Binta Bah-Pokawa,  Anne Butler, Ian Carman, Roger Clarke, Carmel Collins, Danny Cunningham, Rose Davy, Paul Day (Chair), Scott Humphries, Sue Garner (Vice Chair), Mark Lombardo, James Wells and Phil Winsor.    

Also present: Shar Roselman, Town Clerk
                      One member of the public
 	 
ITEM 1.  TC/MAR/2026:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND POLICE. 

1.1     Apologies 

There were apologies from Cllrs Euan Henderson and from Richard Pearson for this meeting, who had been unable to get into the building once the meeting had started.   

1.2     Police Report

PCSO Duncan Peerless and PCSO Connor Braddish were unable to  attended the meeting. However, they had provided the crime figures for the previous month which were as follows:
  
	Assault with and without injury
Burglary
	5
0

	Criminal damage 
Harassment                                                                        
	3
4

	Malicious Communications
	     0         

	Public order 
	     3

	Robbery                                                                  
	                0

	Shoplifting 
	     5         

	Theft 
	     2

	Theft of vehicle 
	    1          

	          Theft from vehicle 
	     0

	ASB: Community/Environmental/Personal 
Suspicious persons
Suspicious vehicles 
Suspicious other 
	     7
                8     
     3
     3







	
	

	The police reported that garages and sheds in villages were 
being targeted and rogue traders were in action. 
The police also reported a rise of individuals tampering with vehicles.   

	

	The following police events are taking place: 
Coffee with a Cop  5-7 pm on Wednesday 11th March 2026, Swan Revived Hotel, High Street, Newport Pagnell.
Have your say  11am-1pm on Wednesday 6th May, at Tesco, 20-22 Elthorne Way, Newport Pagnell. 

Speed watch had monitored over 97 cars. None had been caught for speeding.  

	


ITEM 2.  TC/MAR/2026:  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk156289760]There were no interests declared.    
  
ITEM 3. TC/MAR/2026:  QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

One member of the public contended that the statement allegedly made by her in the minutes of the meeting was incorrect. This statement should be attributed to another member of the public.  See amendment to minutes below. The clerk apologised for incorrectly minuting that there were only two residents speaking, stating that she had been writing at furious speed to keep up with the rapidly moving dialogue, and had not therefore noticed that the speaker had changed to someone not nominated to speak..  

Various members supported the minutes in the statement that a person had said cricket club members will not support any other club on site.  It was agreed that this statement was not made by resident two, as the minutes reflected.   

ITEM 4.  TC/MAR/2026:  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 24th February 2026 as a true record of the meeting, with one amendment to reflect that there were more than two local residents who spoke and that the second resident did not say that ‘cricket club members would not be coming to any new facility, and would only support the existing social club if it was run by the existing leaseholders.’  This statement was made by a third resident whom the second resident stated is not a member of the cricket club.   

Prop: RC	Sec: SG

4.2	Matters arising (for noting only)

4.2.1	Cllr Garner advised that although Ousedale School do not currently have any concerns about the lack of A-Level provision on the MK East site, they were very concerned about new SEND provision at Portfields School and had heard that MKCC intended to encourage formal SEND provision at every school across MK.  Additional SEND students would impact the overall intake number at Ousedale. This is a matter that could possibly be addressed by NPIG as part of their site allocation for the emerging Neighbourhood Plan V4. New target numbers for schools have been received from MKCC in anticipation of the next meeting.    


ITEM 5. TC/MAR/2026:   CHAIR’S REPORT

Councillor Day presented his activities report for February 2026 as follows:   
· On Saturday 7th February he and his wife joined the monthly Veteran’s breakfast at Ousebank House.         
· Also on Saturday 7th February they took the opportunity to visit the Newport Pagnell Board Games Club.      
· On Tuesday 10th February he and his wife handed out medals for the Kicks Taekwon Do Group to students in their class at Cedars.    
· On Tuesday 17th February he and his wife attended the pancake festival in Olney. 
· On Friday 27th February, he and his wife were at the MK Mayor’s awards dinner at Stadium MK ballroom.  

The Vice Chair, Cllr Sue Garner, reported that she had attended the following event in February 2026:  
· On 28th February she attended the Mayor of Irthlingborough’s musical event which was raising funds for The Samaritans.     

 
ITEM 6.  TC/MAR/2026:   WORKING GROUP MINUTES 

6.1	The following Working Group minutes were received by Council, and all recommendations therein were approved by Full Council:

a) The Town Planning and Environmental Management minutes dated 18th February 2026. 
b) The minutes of the Town Planning Interim Meeting minutes dated 4th February 2026.
c) The Policy and Finance Meeting minutes dated 23rd February 2026   
d) The Parks and Property Meeting minutes dated 2nd February 2026. 
1. The Culture, Events and PR Meeting minutes dated 11th February 2026. A letter was received from Fiona Boundy at MKCC regarding the Town Council’s planned Expression of Interest (EOI) for the Town of Culture Competition. She had contended that MKCC would not support town bids because of MKCC’s own bid for City of Culture. It was noted that MKCC had not consulted with any parishes on preparing their EOI.  However, a compromise had been reached on further discussion.  The Town Council debated whether to a) submit its own EOI notwithstanding the MKCC submission, b) not submit its EOI in the hopes that the MKCC EOI was successful and became longlisted or c) to submit its own EOI, and if the MKCC bid was successful to longlisting stage to withdraw its EOI at that time from the competition. 

Resolved to approve the third option c) above, subject to (i) MKCC providing guarantees in writing that it would put a significant number of Newport Pagnell projects into its own bid once longlisted, and (ii) Stony Stratford not deciding to put in a bid which they would not withdraw.  

Prop: PW	Sec: RA

f) The Allotments meeting minutes dated 17th February 2026. 
[bookmark: _Hlk150860497].   
ITEM 7.  TC/MAR/2026:  MINUTES AND REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  

· The next meetings of the Parish Forum takes place in a few days. 
· Cllr Winsor said that there was nothing to report regarding the B&MKALC Board.   
· Newport Pagnell Flood Group – Cllr Winsor advised that there was no new information.  
· Cllr Winsor reported that there were no issues that had been raised by MK&BALC board.
· Minutes of the meeting held with the Bury Commoners’ Association dated 5th February were received.  
· Minutes of the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club Trust dated 16th February 2026 were received. 
· Cllr Garner advised that the NP Education Trust had not issued any grants.         

ITEM 8. TC/MAR/2026: INTERNAL AUDIT

8.1	The meeting received the internal audit report noting that this is a clear audit with no issues raised.  

	Resolved to congratulate the team involved in the production of accounts and finances.  

	Prop: PD	Sec: SG 

ITEM 9. TC/MAR/2026: RAISING COMPLAINTS TO MKCC

9.1	TPEM had raised a number of issues with MKCC repeatedly, which had not been resolved. They requested permission to make a formal complaint to MKCC using the MKCC complaints system.   	

Resolved to agree with logging these complaints in the MKCC complaints system, and adding the following to the list: 
9.1.1  A complaint made to MKCC that Newport Pagnell Town Council had not been advised of the application to provide s106 funding for SEND provision at Portfields School despite this being protocol. 
9.1.2 A complaint made to MKCC that parishes had not been consulted about the MKCC Expression of Interest (EOI) to the City of Culture competition, and that local towns had been completely left out of the EOI.  
9.1.3 A complaint made to MKCC that when roads are closed notices are not erected in bus shelters, advising residents of this, so that they will be made aware of the fact that buses would not be coming to that stop. 
Prop: PD	Sec: ML

ITEM 10. TC/MAR/2026: CHANGES TO WORKING GROUPS AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES.  

10.1	Resolved that Cllr Davy can join the Stakeholders Working Group. 
 	Prop: PD	Sec: SG 

10.2	Resolved that Cllr Ian Carman can attend the MK East Stakeholder Group (Berkley/St James) as the Town Council representative. 
	Prop: PD	Sec: IC

10.3	Resolved to request the Newport Pagnell and District Youth Club Trust to reconsider accepting Cllr Mark Lombardo as a nominee, as he has now offered to take time off work to attend these meetings. 	
	Prop: PD	Sec: SG

ITEM 11. TC/MAR/2026: ANNUAL TOWN AWARDS 

9.1		A number of local residents had been put forward by various nominees for the Town Awards.  The meeting discussed the condition that nominees had to be volunteers, and could not be put forward for works in their employment.  This therefore excluded those holding company office, as well as employees from being nominated for doing their jobs.   

Resolved to nominate the following persons for a Town Award: 
· Sandy Payne for volunteering services at the Brooklands Centre
· John Dart for volunteering services to the football club. 
· Paul Carter for volunteering services to the cricket club . 

Prop:	PW	Sec: PD
.  	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.57 pm. The next meeting date is Monday 13th April 2026. 

        




5
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	

