NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Mark Lombardo (chair), Anne Butler, James Wells, Rose Davy, Danny Cunningham, Paul Day, Scott Humphries and Sue Garner (vice chair).
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/MAY/2026:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Cllr Binta Ba-Pokawa was absent without apology.  

ITEM 2.  CEPR/MAY/2026:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/MAY/2026:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/MAY/2026:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th April 2026 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: ML	Sec: AB
 
ITEM 5.  CEPR/MAY/2026: EVENTS

Item 5.1	Review of events

No events to review.

Item 5.2	Vintage Event 2026

5.2.1		The officer's report was received. 

Cllr Garner advised that dignitaries have been invited to attend, where they will be welcomed and offered refreshments at the Mead Centre before exploring the event independently.

5.2.2		The officer’s report outlining additional expenditure for a two-day vintage event was received.
The proposal was approved in principle, however, the clerk advised that, due to the current financial situation, it should ideally be need deferred until 2028. Planning may commence in 2027.
Resolved to approve extending the Vintage Event to a two-day event in 2028. 
Prop: SH	Sec: ML
Item 6.3 	Youth community litter pick and usual litter pick event

6.3.1	A youth community litter pick initiative was discussed. The clerk advised that a DBS checked support leader would be required. It was suggested that the initiative could be developed into a family day, including a picnic. Participants could be divided into three groups to cover the following areas: Riverside Meadow, Castle Meadow, and Bury Common plus car park. The clerk advised that the parks had litter collected twice a week by our contractor, and that the only park where litter remained a constant problem was Ousebank Gardens.  Cllrs Cummings, Lombardo and Wells each agreed to host a group.  
Action: Cllr Mark Lombardo to prepare a proposal for presentation at the next meeting.
6.3.2	The Events Officer advised that route leaders were required for the community litter pick on Thursday 2nd July. Cllrs Mark Lombardo, Anne Butler, and potentially James Wells have offered to act as route leaders. The Riverside Route is to be amended to cover Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre area, so as to avoid the Carnival set up during this period. 

ITEM 7.  CEPR/MAY/2026:  FINANCE

7.1	The working group considered the accounts for March 2026 and did not raise any issues.  

ITEM 8.  CEPR/MAY/2026:  OBJECTIVE – EVENTS  

New objectives were included with those which are being extended into this council year. 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	8.1





	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a bi-annual event.

	The next event will take place in 2027, with the Town Council assuming responsibility. In order to confirm the content and focus of the event, the Events Officer will compile a list of performers previously engaged for the Cultural event for presentation at the next meeting. It was suggested that the programme should include a youth element in the early evening, and a dog show in the morning.  Cllr Sue Garner will liaise with Ousedale to seek input from students.

Action: The Events Officer to present details of previously engaged performers for the Cultural Event at the next meeting.
Action: Cllr Sue Garner to seek students’ views in relation to this event.

	 
	
	



      ITEM 9.  CEPR/MAY/2026:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	9.1



	To engage with Ousedale School Ambassadors as volunteers at events. 

	Cllr Garner is in contract with the Student Ambassadors in relation to this. 

	9.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	Awaiting legal Village Green status before commencing this project. 

	9.3
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers.







	It was agreed to retain this objective but to rename it the “Pride of Newport Pagnell Awards.” It was also agreed to expand the categories to include Under 11s and 11+ age groups.
Action: Cllr Paul Day to provide suggestions for new categories to the Events Officer, to be presented at the next meeting, and also for a forthcoming press release. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	9.4
	To review the Coffee and Cakes with Councillor events.
	It was suggested that invitations for future events be extended to care homes and sheltered housing managers. The next event will take place on Saturday 27 June.





ITEM 10.  CEPR/MAY/2026: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING STRATEGY

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	10.1





10.2
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell. 

	The retail map can be updated this year using funding received from Milton Keynes City Council for High Street regeneration.



It was agreed to prepare an information pack comprising a copy of Town Talk, the retail guide, and the 'what to do in Newport Pagnell' guide, to be distributed via show homes at new development sites for new homeowners including the Churchill development, The Vistry Development on Tickford Fields, and the new MK East Development. 
 


	10.3
	To find other methods of promoting Newport Pagnell and High Street to the wider community. 
	The electronic notice board now contains a large range of topics. 


 
ITEM 11.  CEPR/MAY/2026: PRESS RELEASES

It was agreed that the next press release, to be issued next month, will focus on the Pride Awards once agreed. 

ITEM 12.  CEPR/MAY/2026: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/MAY/2026: TOWN TALK

The summer edition for Town Talk was agreed.  

ITEM 14.  CEPR/MAY/2026: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· To discuss and agree guidelines for the youth community litter pick event.
· To agree categories for the Pride of Newport Pagnell Awards.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.35 pm

The date of the next meeting is 10th June 2026.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


