NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Minutes of the Economic and Services Development Working Group meeting held electronically using Zoom Conferencing on 18th May 2026 at 10.30 am 

Present:	Councillors Ian Carman, Euan Henderson (Chair), Phil Winsor and Sue Garner (late arrival).  
Attending:     Shar Roselman - Town Clerk	
		         		 	 
ITEM 1.   E&S/MAY/2026: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

1.1	Cllr Euan Henderson was welcomed to the meeting as chair and Cllr Phil Winsor as vice chair. 

1.2	There were apologies from Cllr Danny Cunningham.  Cllr Richard Abery was not present. 

ITEM 2.  E&S/MAY/2026: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.         

ITEM 3.  E&S/MAY/2026:  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions raised. 

ITEM 4.  E&S/MAY/2026: MINUTES 
 
4.1	Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2026 as a correct record of the meeting.  

Prop: PW	Sec: IC

ITEM 5.  E&S/MAY/2026:  OBJECTIVE: FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF WILLEN ROAD SPORTS GROUND  (WRSG)

	5.1
	To provide a football academy classroom and further changing facilities, new facilities for the Cricket Club, and toilets and court space for the Tennis Club.  

	It was agreed that this objective should be carried forward to this council year. . 

Plans are at pre-planning advice stage. Successful meetings about the finalised plans were held with all the sports clubs on site, It remains important to ensure that the £2M plus index linking is paid on time.  It is crucial that Vistry Plans get approved soon, given uncertainty about the organisation's finances going forward.  


	
	
	

	5.2
	To receive the additional sports land adjacent to WRSG offered by Bloor Homes, and to agree the specifics of  sports development on that site. 
	It was agreed this objective should be carried forward for this council year. 

The second set of changing facilities for football, and parking are included in the plans, although these will only be built in Phase 2, when the Bloor s106 funding becomes available. The question arises as to who is going to draw up these plans?   
It was agreed to set up a meeting with Bloor Homes to discuss this.  


	
	
	



ITEM 6.  E&S/MAY/2026:  OBJECTIVE: IMPLEMENTATION OF TICKFORD FIELDS DEVELOPMENT 
  
	6.1 
	To develop a bowls clubhouse, two bowling greens (one an AGP), and parking facilities on site 
	It was agreed that this objective should be carried forward to the new council year.  

Agreement has been reached with Vistry that they will submit the RIBA stage 3 plans which were partially developed by Town Council architects.  Part of the available s106 funding was used for this purpose.  Planning submission will take place in May 2026. Town Council architects are to be reengaged when the plans have been approved for project management purposes RIBA 4,5,6 & 7.  In the meantime they are keeping a watchful eye on the work being undertaken by Vistry, and a number of corrections have been made.  


	6.2
	To develop a Community/Wellbeing Centre on site

	 It was agreed that this objective should be carried forward to the new council year.  

Information as above in 6.1, because the bowls club plans include the wellbeing centre plans.  

	6.3
	To obtain land for and develop play areas and parks on site 
	It was agreed that this objective should be forward to the new council year. 

All the play areas on site have now been agreed, but the land still needs to be transferred to the Town Council. This will occur in the second phase of the development. 







ITEM 7.  E&S/MAY/2026:  OBJECTIVE: REGISTER PARKS AS VILLAGE GREENS  

	7.1
	To obtain Village Green Status on Westbury Lane Park.  
	It was agreed that this objective should be carried forward to the new council year. 

The Rights of Way officer at MKCC has advised that the new application for Westbury Lane to hold Village Green Status has now been circulated for a six week consultation.
  

	7.2
	To consider whether to apply for Village Green status on Lawrence Walk park 
	It was agreed that this objective should be carried forward to the new council year. The Town Council is awaiting the results of the Westbury Lane application before coming to a decision on making a Village Green application on Lawrence Walk park.    




ITEM 8.  E&S/MAY/2026:   OBJECTIVE: USE OF OTHER SITES 

	8.1
	To make appropriate use of the disused London Road Allotment site, with particular reference to the Newport Pagnell Archers, and to consult with local residents on this matter. 
 
	This objective has been completed. 
Resolved to replace it with the objective to take ownership from MKCC of the Park behind the Baptist Church. 

Providing parking on site through the existing Baptist Church parking area has proved to be impossible owing to the narrowness of the entrance, and proximity to the river.  An alternative option to gain access from the cul de sac near Masons was discussed, but it was agreed that this is not a desirable approach. 

The clerk has sent the red line drawing and title deeds of the site to Kay Petitt of MKCC, to start effecting the transfer of the land.   

	8.2
	To ensure that there are no blockages in the plan to refurbish the Police Station site, to provide a suitable heritage/culture area for local residents within the site, and to move the Town Council offices into this building.  
	It was agreed to slightly amend the wording of this objective as set out in the left hand column.

Poplars was chosen as the most suitable contract for the refurbishment works, and they started on 5th May. 

Negotiations are continuing with Thames Valley Police regarding a Police Museum.  Their preference is for a long-term lease of 50 years, with break clauses.  They are currently submitting a business plan to Thames Valley Police to demonstrate they there is sufficient available income to service the ongoing annual expenditure for utilities and rates..  The Town Council will hold structural responsibility for the building within the lease, with Thames Valley Police holding M&E and repair responsibility for their section of the site. 

The Model Railway Club has been provided with a 'licence to occupy' which they are perusing.    


	8.3
	To agree on the future use of 80 High Street once the Town Council moves out. 
	This is a new objective.  It was agreed not to take any action on this matter until the results of the Town of Culture bid are known. The Town Council will vacate 80 High Street in June 2027.  There is a possibility of getting a short term rental for the site at that time, allowing further decisions on the site to be made later.  




ITEM 9.  E&S/MAY/2025:  OBJECTIVE: INCREASE FUNDING FOR BURY COMMON 

	9.1
	To make an Enhanced Tier application to the Rural Payments Agency for 2026.


	Just Farm, the Council’s agents for dealing with the Rural Payments Agency, have advised that the Rural Payments Agency has deliberately left out common land from the opportunity to make further enhancement bids.  

Action:  The clerk to discuss with Cllr Day who might approach Chris Curtis MP to follow up on the initial letter send.      





ITEM 10.   E&S/MAY/2026: FINANCE and BUDGET 

10.1	Members reviewed the March 2026 income and expenditure statements.  No concerns were raised.  

ITEM 11.   E&S/MAY/2026: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items added to the next agenda.  
	
There being no further business the meeting ended at 11.34 am  

The date of the next meeting is 10.30am on 20th July 2026.   


2
Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed 	Date 	


