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 NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting
for the residents of Newport Pagnell
held on Thursday 19th March 2026 at the United Reformed Church, Newport Pagnell, 
at 7.00 pm. 

Chair:            Cllr Paul Day – Mayor of Newport Pagnell Town Council 
Present:        80 members of the public, including Ward Councillors of Milton Keynes City Council and members of Newport Pagnell Town Council 


Two representatives from Churchill Homes

Robert Grindley, architect for the Police Station Site

Pip Martin, speaking on behalf of the Newport Pagnell Archery Club 

          The Town Clerk and Events Officers
1. 
Opening 

Cllr Paul Day opened the meeting, thanking everyone for coming, the Council staff team for organising the meeting and the URC Church for the use of their venue. He said that he was speaking about Newport Pagnell Town Council (NPTC) rather than about issues related to Milton Keynes City Council (MKCC), although some of that Council’s members were present and could answer questions relating to MKCC.  He added that various town councillors from NPTC, who were elected by residents, were also present, and that NPTC councillors represented the most local level of government. The next tier of government included MKCC, and the Crime and Police Commissioner who was also an elected representative.  Questions would be taken at the end of the meeting, but he encouraged residents to contact councillors or the small team of staff at the Council offices at any time to discuss issues. 

He spoke about the Town Council’s work with Places Leisure, on the management of Middleton Pool and Leisure Centre, which is a facility owned by the Town Council but run by Places Leisure.  In 2014 the Town Council took ownership of this site and negotiated an exceptional deal with Places Leisure to build a dry side gymnasium to the facility at a cost of £1M, without residents having to pay anything towards this. During Covid, the Town Council had had to pay out a significant amount to keep the contract open, as per Government Edict, but this had resulted in the facility still being available to residents, and not closing down as so many local pools had. 

The Town Council had taken on the responsibility for most of the parks in Newport Pagnell in 2016, save for a few bits of land that were not previously in the ownership of MKCC, but were still held privately  Cllr Day mentioned that we have had difficulty acquiring ownership of these, as some developers had gone bankrupt in the interim since the parks had been built.  The Town Council was therefore trying an approach to protect this land from building works, by making them Village Greens.  This had been a long and arduous process, but it was felt that the Town Council was finally beginning to make some headway on one of the parks at Westbury Lane.  The Town Council had invested in its parks and play areas, with new equipment, new paths and better maintenance, and had also worked hard to make Bury Common a more interesting place to visit.  A new pedestrian bridge had been built here, with the help of the Bury Commoners’ Association.  The Town Council also funds the Town Centre flowers, and the flags which are erected by the Christmas Lights volunteers.  We run allotments (with only a short waiting list), and community centres, which are available for booking.  We also own and run the public toilets and recently changed the signage on these to make it easier to understand.  The Town Council puts on several events each year but is also very lucky in the large number of volunteer groups who hold events such as the Carnival, the Strawberry Fayre, the Soapbox Derby, the Fireworks volunteers, and the Christmas Lights switch-on.  We hope you will get involved if you can in our annual litter pick event which takes place on 2nd July.  Our ranger works hard to keep the town looking fresh and inviting, including cleaning many items that actually belong to MKCC such as road signs.  

2.
Minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting held on 10th April 2025 were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Mayor.   

Proposer: P Winsor                  Seconder: S. Garner 

3.
Update on the developments at Willen Road Sports Ground
Cllr Day spoke about the fact that the Town Council is planning for further refurbishment works at Willen Road Sports Ground, having already come to agreement with the Football Foundation to erect the Leah Williamson artificial grass pitch.  It has consulted with all the clubs on site, noting how well these were growing and moving into different leagues, and had come up with a plan that, whilst it doesn’t give everyone everything they had asked for, does provide new facilities for all. These include a new changing room, pavilion and academy venue to be build between the tennis courts and the football club; and the vacating of the changing facilities at the existing social club by the football club once the new building is erected so that the cricket club can occupy these changing rooms.  The cricket club will also get a large new storage venue, and an outdoor covered stand for observation over the cricket oval.  Tennis will get an increase in size for their facilities hut, a limited toilet provision, and a new court, but not a changing facility.  Phase two operations, which will occur at a later date, will result in some new grass pitches on the land that the Town Council negotiated with the Bloor Developers from the MK East site, and will see an increase in parking for the site. It was deemed preferable to bring these new pitches into Newport Pagnell, where they could be managed by an established club, rather than trying to build new small premises on the MK East Site. 

Cllr Day mentioned that right now the Town Council is investing in new provision in the town for football, tennis, cricket, bowls, and archery. Plans are underway for a new bowls club that doesn’t flood to be built on the Tickford Field site.  You will hear more about archery shortly.  
4.
Churchill Retirement Homes

Cllr Day introduced Felicity Robert who spoke about the new Retirement Home Development at the old Police Station site.   Felicity advised that the McCarthy brothers, who were joint founders of the Churchill Group, had produced over 200 retirement developments throughout the UK.  The Group had received many accolades over the years, including having won the best house builder of the year award and the best retirement company competition.

To date there had been over 100 expressions of interest in the new facilities at the old Police Station site, and it was now open for visitors.  People would be moving in at the end of April 2025.  The facilities include three cottages on site with parking, an owners’ lounge, landscaped gardens, and one- two-and three-bedroom units.  There will be a dedicated onsite manager, and organised events put on for the residents.   

There is a modest service charge, which includes water, heating of communal facilities, gardening and the lodge manager, but once occupied, it is possible for residents to choose their own utility company and make the change to them.  Most importantly, there is no exit fee for resale of the units.     
5.
The Police Station site

Robert Grindley spoke about the development of the old Police Station building, which had been gifted to the Town Council, although in somewhat of a derelict state.  It had been built in 1872, during the Victorian period, so was well-constructed.  It included four police cells, and a prisoner’s exercise yard.   Luckily it was not a listed building as this would mean that it would cost more to refurbish.  A 1970s extension was part of the build, which will be knocked down and replaced with something more substantial. It had originally been designed to keep people in and now needed to be opened up to make it more accessible, and attractive.   The plan is to rebuild it as a heritage asset, with the Town Council moving to part of the building whilst the rest is occupied by heritage organisations. 


Cllr Day mentioned that although it had been thought that the Newport Pagnell Historical Society would move their displays into the site, they had now come to a decision to stay where they were at the Chandos Museum.  Two new possibilities had opened, including occupancy by the Thames Valley Police Museum, which had originally been at this site, but was now housed in an operating Police Station but not available to the public.  It was important to hear from residents what their thoughts were. 


A resident commented that it would be nice to see the Police Museum back at this site.        

6.
Archery Club  
Christine and Pip spoke about the archery club, which was the oldest club in England, having been formed in 1967.  It had previously been based in Newport Pagnell, but many years ago had been obliged to move out and had not found anywhere else of a permanent nature to settle until the Town Council offered them the old London Road Allotment site.  The club was excited to return to Newport Pagnell.  

The club has 50 members, including both able-bodied and disabled members.  It offers a safe environment in which to learn the sport, and it competes at County level. It is registered with the Archery Association and offers a pathway to competitive archery.   The previous chair had been a gold and silver medal award winning archer at the Olympics. The club runs a beginners’ course at least once a year.   

The plans for the site include levelling because the site slopes down toward the river in one corner, where it floods, and new parking spaces within the fenced area.  The main site will be seeded with grass.  The archery club intends to keep a green wild area around the edges of the site, to make it more attractive to look at.  There will be a backstop to catch arrows, and a shed for some storage. Timescales will depend on fund raising activities.          

7.
Town Awards
Cllr Day explained that the awards are offered to people whose volunteering contribution enhances the town.  

The following people received Citizen Awards:  

· Sandy Payne for volunteering at the Brooklands Centre over many years. She accepted the award but said that she would share it with all the other volunteers who made the Centre what it was.      
· John Dart for having given outstanding service and a longstanding commitment to the Newport Pagnell Town Football Club. 
· Paul Carter for being the heartbeat of the Newport Pagnell Cricket Club, as their secretary.   Paul Carter was unable to attend, and hence the award was collected on his behalf. 
8.
Questions


The Mayor opened the floor to questions.  

Q.1
David Croft from the Model Railway Association spoke about how much they would like a space in the old Police Station Heritage and Cultural facility once it opened.  He explained that the club currently has very temporary accommodation in Olney and is desperate for somewhere permanent to reside. They are also keen to find new members within Newport Pagnell.   
A.1
The Mayor responded, saying that there would now be an opportunity for two organisations to use this space.  
Q.2
Mick Shaw, curator of the Police Museum, mentioned how pleased they were to be in discussion with the Town Council about occupying the old Police Station site. Thames Valley Police had a very strong interest in securing this opportunity.    
A.2
The Mayor advised that it was keen to see cultural and heritage use of this building, which aspiration the Police Museum would certainly fulfil.  


  
Q.3.
Ron Bowles advised that the car park at the local centre in Portfields was in a poor condition with walls knocked down as well as potholes.  He said he had contacted MKCC who were not able to do anything about this. Could the Town Council have some influence?  
A.3.      Cllr Day explained that as the site is in private ownership the Town Council has no direct influence, but it can speak to the agents and owners about the state of the site.  Cllr Mark Lombardo mentioned that he had already spoken to the agent of this site about the state of it.   
Q.4
 What will the Town Council do with its existing offices once it moves to the old Police Station site?   
A.4.
 Cllr Day said that that is still undecided, but various options were being explored.    
Q.5
How much will the renovations of the old Police Station site cost and who is paying for it?  
A.5
The clerk confirmed that the tenders have just come in, and for the build works they look to be just over £1.2 million excluding contingencies.  This figure does not include all the other associated costs of getting the building through planning, project management, etc.  Funding is through precept for everything the Town Council does, unless it can acquire s106 funding.
Q.6.
What are the costs involved in the new retirement homes?
A.6
Cllr Day asked the individual to speak directly with Churchill Retirement Homes, as the costs were different for each unit.  Felicity confirmed that there were no exit fees if the person or their descendants wished to sell on the unit.  
Q.7  
What is the access age for persons wishing to move to Churchill Retirement at the old Police Station site?
A.7
Felicity advised that this was age 60 or over, but a partner of 55 living with a person of 60 or over would also be accepted.  
Q.8
The Retirement Homes will be a brilliant facility.  What about sheltered housing?  Are there plans for MKCC to buy a provision within this site?  
A.8
No, this is not the case. 

Q.9
With all the development happening at WRSG are there plans to extend the parking? 

A.9
Yes, but only in phase two of the refurbishment when more playing fields will be added. 

Q.10
So is the Social Club disappearing at WRSG as you have said the cricket club is moving in there?

A.10
No the Social Club will be retained.  The cricket club will be using the changing rooms in that building.  
Q.11     Arriva busses are now not travelling over half the Poets Estate. 

A.11
As I am sure you know bus companies are private businesses. However we do talk with them from time to time, as do the MKCC Ward Councillors.     

The Mayor invited residents who had further questions to write these down on the forms provided

and he would answer them directly, and to complete the feedback forms about the Town Council vision.   
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm, and the Mayor invited residents to partake of 
refreshments. 
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