
NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WORKING GROUP
Minutes of the meeting held om Wednesday 24th June 2026, at 8.00pm using Zoom conferencing facilities. 
Present: Cllrs Anne Butler, Ian Carman (Chairman), Danny Cunningham, and Mark Lombardo. 
ITEM 1 JUNE 2026/TPEM: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Garner, Winsor, and Day.
ITEM 2 JUNE 2026/TPEM: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
ITEM 3 JUNE 2026/TPEM: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (5 minutes per person. Maximum of 20 minutes subject to Chairman’s discretion)
3.1 The working group received an email from a member of the public requesting double yellow lines on Market Hill, to stop drivers and delivery vehicles illegally parking in the bus stop. The working group agreed that this is part of a wider issue relating to MKCC’s refusal to repaint double yellow lines and enforce traffic restrictions. It was agreed to refer this matter to MKCC’s Highways Dept and to push for the repainting of the faded lines. 
ITEM 4 JUNE 2026/TPEM: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The working group received and agreed the minutes of the meetings held on 20th May and 3rd June 2026.
ITEM 5 JUNE 2026/TPEM: PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 The working group considered the planning application(s) below and made the following representations to Milton Keynes City Council Planning Department:
PLN/2026/0645 Erection of a first-floor side extension and garage at 31 Gladstone Close. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 
PLN/2026/0930 Proposed loft conversion with rear roof lights. Changes to side and rear elevation windows and doors at 7 Greenlands Close. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/0585 Change of use from betting shop (Sui Generis) to café (Class E) at 69-71 High Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1007 Certificate of lawfulness for the proposed erection of single storey rear extension at 17 Friary Gardens. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1016 Listed Building Consent for work to repair and stabilise the internal stone wall including the replacement of two timber beams at 16 St Johns Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1027 Removal of T1 & T2 (Beech Trees) to ground level at 9 Paggs Court. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1029 Proposed height reduction of Yew (T1) by a maximum of 3 meters and sides by a maximum of 2 meters and proposed height reduction of Yew (T2) by a maximum of 2 meters and sides by a maximum of 1.5 meters at 37 Silver Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1055 Certificate of lawfulness for the existing conversion of garage and rear outbuildings to habitable rooms, external alterations and conversion of attic to living room at Conway, Newport Pagnell. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 


PLN/2026/1087
 Non-material amendment seeking to alter the installation method for the solar panels (relating to permission ref. 23/02825/HOU for the erection of a first floor rear extension with internal wall insulation to front external walls, external wall insulation to rear walls, additional insulation to roof, replacement of selected existing external windows and doors with new triple glazing and installation of PV panels and sun tunnels on the roof) AT 25-27 Mill Street. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/0945 Erection of a single storey rear extension and outbuilding at 40 Wolverton Road. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1104 Approval of details required by Condition 13 (Surface Water Drainage) of permission ref. 22/02190/FUL at 42 London Road. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1051 The reduction in height and spread by approximately 2-3 metres of x1 Horse Chestnut tree at Pollys Yard. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1111 Approval of reserved matters (Layout, Scale, appearance and landscaping) Pursuant to outlines permission PLN/2026/2299 (revised scheme to that previously approved under ref. 20/00133/OUTEIS) for the erection of a community hall and bowls club (Use Class F2), including bowling greens, associated car parking, landscaping, and associated structure at Tickford Fields Farm, North Crawley Road. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1198 Proposed front porch extension and replacement cladding to front elevation at 14 Goldsmith Drive. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

PLN/2026/1084 Erection of a two-storey side extension and alterations to windows at 25 Carroll Close. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

5.2 The working group received the updated schedule o/f planning decisions comparing TPEM's representations against MKCC decisions. 

ITEM 6 JUNE 2026/TPEM: LICENCING APPLICATIONS
6.1 The working group considered the licencing application(s) below and made the following representations to Milton Keynes City Council Licencing Department: 

Renewal application from Romanelli Pizza for one pizza van parked outside The Dove, Monday to Sunday 17:00 – 21:00 (previously 17:00 – 20:00).  The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

Renewal application from Eat Gelato (Reg R99FLK) for 1 ice cream van to trade boroughwide Monday – Sunday 16:00 to 19:00. The working group made no comment or objection to this application. 

ITEM 7 JUNE 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - PUBLIC TRANSPORT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To raise current issues with MKCC regarding any public transport, and the relevant infrastructure. If the issue is not acknowledged or resolved within 2 months, then the matter will be escalated as appropriate.
	The working group received a verbal report from Cllrs Carman and Lombardo on their meeting with the bus operator Uno, regarding the C10 bus service, held on 11th June. UNO expressed interest in increasing evening service frequency and introducing a Saturday service. The service is funded through Cranfield University, which is entering a course sharing arrangement with King's College London. If the university agrees to funding, the service could launch in the last week of August. UNO also proposed pop-up promotional events in Newport Pagnell with free day tickets to encourage uptake. They expressed interest in the Tickford Fields development as a future demand driver. MKCC had not been cooperative initially, but UNO is keen to work directly with the town council and the MK Bus Users Group. Cllrs also suggested extending the service to cover the MK Coachway and Central Milton Keynes for a more integrated transport network. The Town Council is now awaiting UNO’s formal proposal. 
E-scooters – Members had a lengthy discussion on the mandatory parking zones (MPZs) and other issues arising from the e-scooters and bikes. Members were dissatisfied that bikes and scooters seemed to be dumped everywhere and that the MPZs are not having the desired effect. It was reported by Cllr Humphries that Lime has significantly increased its fleet, meaning two operators (Lime and Tier) are competing for a single MKCC contract, and their competitive behaviour is contributing to bikes being left indiscriminately. The next MK forum meeting is scheduled for August. Cllr Humphries offered to raise all concerns at that forum, where contract managers are present and can compel action.

Members also felt that the operators, while initially seeming helpful and engaged, have not what they said they would, including restricting the use of e-scooters near schools. 

Action: Members agreed to identify problem MPZs, to suggest more suitable locations, and send them to the Deputy Clerk for reporting to the e-scooter operators. 



ITEM 8.   JUNE 2026/TPEM - OBJECTIVE:  HIGHWAYS
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To raise all relevant matters pertaining to the highway’s infrastructure with the relevant team at MKCC. If the issue is not acknowledged or resolved within 2 months, then the matter will be escalated.
	The working group received a notification from MKCC of a consultation on possible locations for Car Charge Hubs. The working group reaffirmed its opposition to the car charge hubs, as there is already sufficient provision in the town, with most of the existing EV charging spaces rarely being used. The working group believes that traditional parking is needed and the EV charging hubs will take up precious, needed spaces.
Action: Deputy Clerk to respond to the consultation. 


ITEM 9.   JUNE 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To ensure that Version 3 of the NPNP is implemented as appropriate by the Council as appropriate within its period of validity.
	The working group received the draft minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group, held on Thursday 21st May 2026.


ITEM 10. JUNE 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - RANGER SERVICE
	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	
	To log all requests for the ranger on a spreadsheet and keep under review at least every 28 days.
	The working group received the Ranger’s report for May. 


ITEM 11. JUNE 2026/TPEM: OBJECTIVE - BUILT & NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

	
	Objective 
	Progress 

	11.1
	Built Environment - Ensure that the condition of listed buildings, monuments, and both designated/non-designated heritage assets in Newport Pagnell are kept under review to achieve both their protection and preservation. Any concerns will be raised with the relevant party within 28 days. Escalation will be considered if deemed appropriate.

	Cllr Humphries noted that the former Ken's Bookshop is currently undergoing structural repairs at the rear to bring it into compliance as a Grade II listed building, which is a prerequisite for letting the property.



	11.2
	Objective
Natural Environment - To focus on the natural environment within the parish area when the opportunity arises to both protect and improve the current situation with additional bio-diversity measures and the re-use of unused land. To liaise with the landowner(s) within 28 days. 
	The working group received the minutes of a meeting held with MKCC and NP Flood Group to discuss SuDs Planters in Newport Pagnell.
Cllr Carman raised concern that the Environment Agency's practice of repeatedly cutting reeds without dredging is counterproductive. A sluice was opened upriver approximately two to three weeks ago, releasing large amounts of silt into the already reed-choked river. The river is reportedly almost devoid of fish. It was agreed to write to the Environment Agency to advocate for dredging as part of the river management programme.

Cllr Humphries raised the issue of a tree that had fallen onto the weir at riverside Meadow which is impacting the flow of the river.

Action: Deputy Clerk to write to the EA, raising both issues. 

	
	
	


ITEM 12. JUNE 2026/TPEM: REVIEW OF WORKING GROUP OBJECTIVES
The working group did not suggest any new objectives for the forthcoming Council year, as the current objectives already cover the whole remit of the working group. 
ITEM 13. JUNE 2026/TPEM: NATIONAL SCHEME OF DELEGATION – PLANNING

The working group received details of a change in the scheme of delegation for planning applications. 
There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
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