NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Mark Lombardo (chair), Danny Cunningham, and Clara Godson
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/JULY/2026:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies received from Cllrs James Wells, Scott Humphries and Sue Garner. Cllrs Rose Davy, Binta Bah-Pokawa, Anne Butler and Paul Day were absent without apology.

ITEM 2.  CEPR/JULY/2026:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/JULY/2026:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/JULY/2026:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th July 2026 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: ML	Sec: DC
 
ITEM 5.  CEPR/JULY/2026: EVENTS

Item 5.1	Review of events

Item 5.1.1	Review the Community Litter Pick

It was reported that the event was successful, with 29 volunteers and representatives from three companies participating. Cllr Lombardo requested that participants at future events be reminded not to pick up litter by hand.

Item 5.2 	Choral Evening – 1st October 2026

It was proposed and agreed that there would be no interval during this year's event. Refreshments will be offered on arrival.

Pro: ML Sec: DC

ITEM 6.  CEPR/JULY/2026:  FINANCE

6.1	The working group considered the accounts for May 2026 and did not raise any issues.  

ITEM 7.  CEPR/JULY/2026:  OBJECTIVE – EVENTS  

New objectives were included with those which are being extended into this council year. 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	7.1




7.2
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a bi-annual event.

To start preparations for the 2027 two day Vintage Event. 
	Awaiting feedback from Cllr Sue Garner on Ousedale students' views on this event. 

It was agreed to include one act from the 1960s.

	 
	
	



      ITEM 8.  CEPR/JULY/2026:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	8.1



	To engage with Ousedale School Ambassadors as volunteers at events. 

	Cllr Garner is in contact with the Student Ambassadors in relation to this. 

	8.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	The clerk advised no objections have been received. 

	8.3
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers
	This has been implemented.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	8.4
	To review the Coffee and Cakes with Councillor events.
	The next event will take place at the Portfields Centre on Saturday 10th October 2026.  





ITEM 9.  CEPR/JULY/2026: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING STRATEGY

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	9.1





9.2
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell. 

	The revised map has now been received from the printer. 




Delivery has now begun on issuing these packs to residents in the new MK East site. 

	9.3
	To find other methods of promoting Newport Pagnell and High Street to the wider community. 
	Unfortunately the Town Council bid was unsuccessful in securing a place on the Town of Culture shortlist. The clerk is working on getting Newport Pagnell projects included in the greater City of Culture bid. 



 
ITEM 10.  CEPR/JULY/2026: PRESS RELEASES

A press release will be issued in the September copy of Phonebox for the Choral evening. 

ITEM 11.  CEPR/JULY/2026: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 12.  CEPR/JULY/2026: TOWN TALK

The autumn edition of Town Talk was approved.

ITEM 13.  CEPR/JULY/2026: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Usual items to be added. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20h28 

The date of the next meeting is 16th September 2026.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


