NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL

                                                                                                              Minutes of a meeting of the Culture, Events and Public Relations Working Group of Newport Pagnell Town Council held on Wednesday 15th September 2026 at 8.00pm as a Virtual Meeting using Zoom
                                                                                                                                                                             
Present:       Cllrs Mark Lombardo (chair), Danny Cunningham, Rose Davy, Anne Butler, James Wells, Clara Godson, Scott Humphries, James Wells, Binta Bah-Pokawa and Sue Garner.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Attending:	Shar Roselman (Town Clerk)
		Mandy Voyde (PR & Events officer)
		
ITEM 1.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	Apologies were received from Cllr Paul Day.

	ITEM 2.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
ITEM 3.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:    QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public. 

ITEM 4.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2026 as a true record of that meeting. 

Prop: ML	Sec: DC
 
ITEM 5.  CEPR/SEPT/2026: EVENTS

Item 5.1	Review of events

Item 5.2 	Choral Evening – 1st October 2026

It was requested that all councillors are to advise the events officer of their attendance.

Item 5.3	Remembrance Parade – Sunday 8th November 

An update was received on the preparations for the Remembrance Parade and Service.

Invitations have been issued to participants. Volunteers from the Christmas Lights Committee have kindly offered to manage the road closure.
The clerk advised that future events are likely to incur significantly higher traffic management costs due to new security barrier requirements associated with Martyn's Law.
Item 5.4	Vintage Event – Saturday 5th June 2027
The working group considered four display options provided by War and Peace:
· Great War Trench Experience
· Replica 1917 SE5A Biplane
· 1915 General Service Wagon with replica horses
· 1942 Staghound Armoured Car
It was unanimously agreed that the Great War Trench Experience would provide a unique and interactive attraction. Following further discussion, members also supported the inclusion of the 1915 General Service Wagon with replica horses.
Action: The events officer to book the Great War Trench Experience and the 1915 General Service Wagon with replica horses. Should funding allow, a more interactive display such as the Falconry exhibition will be included. 
ITEM 6.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:  FINANCE

6.1	The working group considered the accounts for July 2026 and did not raise any issues.  

ITEM 7.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:  OBJECTIVE – EVENTS  

New objectives were included with those which are being extended into this council year. 

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS

	7.1






7.2
	To work towards making the Cultural and Literary Festival a bi-annual event.



To start preparations for the 2027 two day Vintage Event. 
	Cllr Bah Pokawa expressed concerns about including a dog show as part of the Cultural and Arts Festival. It was agreed that the festival programme would be reviewed at the next meeting to determine whether there are sufficient activities without the inclusion of the dog show.

See item 5.4.

	 
	
	



      ITEM 8.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:OBJECTIVE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

	
	  OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	
	
	

	8.1



	To engage with Ousedale School Ambassadors as volunteers at events. 

	The clerk advised that there had not been any response from Ousedale students in regard to the TikTok vlog competition.  The clerk asked Cllr Garner to contact Ousedale School regarding the possibility of including a Town Council promotional video project within the media studies curriculum.

Action: Cllr Garner to contact Ousedale School for a response. 


	8.2
	To help establish and maintain a ‘friends of’ group for Lakes Lane/Westbury Lane Park.  
	The clerk advised that Village Green Status outcome is imminent and that the result is looking positive.

	8.3
	To expand the Town Awards to include categories other than long term volunteers
	This has been implemented.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	8.4
	To review the Coffee and Cakes with Councillor events.
	Invitations have been delivered to residents for the next event on Saturday 10th October 2026 at the Portfields Centre. 

Action: Cllrs to advise the events officer by email of their attendance.





ITEM 9.  CEPR/SEPT/2026: OBJECTIVE – MARKETING STRATEGY

	
	OBJECTIVE
	STATUS 


	9.1





9.2
	To redesign the Town Retail Map and ensure this is up to date and well published and promoted, outside of Newport Pagnell and at all new housing estates.

To update the ‘What to do in Newport Pagnell’ guide and to ensure this is well published and promoted, both inside and outside of Newport Pagnell. 

	The revised map has now been received from the printer. At the next meeting it will need to e decided which areas to deliver the map to.  These will be outside of Newport Pagnell. 




Delivery has now begun on issuing these packs to residents in the new MK East site. 

A new guide is only planned in 2028/29

	9.3
	To find other methods of promoting Newport Pagnell and High Street to the wider community. 
	Unfortunately, the Town Council bid was unsuccessful in securing a place on the Town of Culture shortlist. The clerk is working on getting Newport Pagnell projects such as the Cultural and Arts Festival included in the greater City of Culture bid. 



 
ITEM 10.  CEPR/SEPT/2026:  LET’S CELEBRATE TOWNS INITIATIVE 

It was agreed not to submit a bid for this initiative, taking into account the level of work required and the funding available. It was further agreed that details of the initiative be shared with Megan at the Dolphin, as it may be of interest to them.

ITEM 11.  CEPR/SEPT/2026: PRESS RELEASES

No press releases at present.

ITEM 12.  CEPR/SEPT/2026: WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

A report was received on the user statistics for the website and social media. 

ITEM 13.  CEPR/SEPT/2026: TOWN TALK

Content for the Winter edition of Town Talk was discussed. 

ITEM 14.  CEPR/SEPT/2026: ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

To discuss a proposal from Cllr Scott Humphries to develop a resident feedback questionnaire as a means of gathering views and opinions from the community.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9pm.

The date of the next meeting is 14th October 2026.
Final minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.
Signed-------------------------------------------------------------Date:-------------------------------- 1


