NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 24th September 2026 at 11.00 am using Zoom.


Present: Cllrs Richard Abery, Anne Butler, Ian Carman (Vice Chair), Danny Cunningham, Richard Pearson, Phil Winsor. Also, Alan Mills, Shar Roselman (Town Clerk), and Abi Bassett (Deputy Clerk).

ITEM 1 SEPT 2026/NPIG:	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Henderson.

ITEM 2 SEPT 2026/NPIG:	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the NPIG meeting held on Thursday 21st May 2026 were received and agreed.

ITEM 3 SEPT 2026/NPIG: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions or statements from members of the public.

ITEM 4 SEPT 2026/NPIG:	IMPLEMENTATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN v3. 

4.1	MEETINGS WITH DEVELOPERS

4.1.1 The working group received notes of a meeting with Bloor Homes, held on 28th May. The Clerk advised that Bloor Homes had been scheduled to build the bridge crossing the A509/422 in November, but this has been delayed with no new date provided. Land, associated works, and funding will not be transferred until after the bridge is completed.

4.1.2 The working group received a spreadsheet showing all planning applications relating to the Tickford Field discharging of conditions. Approval of these conditions is the trigger for the release of the s.106 funding. The Clerk advised the meeting that a formal letter had been sent to Councillor Carr and MP Chris Curtis urging the planning department to progress full approval as quickly as possible. Attempts to contact Vistry regarding two refused discharge of planning conditions had been unsuccessful at the date of the meeting but post meeting the Town Clerk has had correspondence from Vistry which indicates that they are attempting to get MKCC to agree all outstanding planning applications at one time, and show no signs of withdrawing from the project now. 

4.1.3 The working group noted that a meeting has been requested with Berkeley St Joseph to discuss access across the A509 into Newport Pagnell. AM noted that Barclays are not obligated to provide access details until they develop the phase adjacent to the A509/A422; a bridge would be extremely expensive and would need to span a wide floodplain on both sides of the A422. Hence, a bridge crossing is unlikely due to cost and floodplain constraints. AM highlighted that there may be sufficient space for a pedestrian/cycle route under the A422 bridge over the River Ouzel, which would be far less expensive than an overbridge, and existing footpaths on both sides of Caldecote Lane could support this route. The working group agreed that this was likely the most viable option.
Action: Deputy Clerk to arrange meeting and advise working group.

ITEM 5 SEPT 2026/NPIG:	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VERSION 4 
 
5.1. Two Wrestlers Garage
The working group noted the letter sent to Conservation Officer Simon Peart on 16th July, and Cllr Jane Carr’s responses of 17th and 19th September. The working group felt that Cllr Carr's response was non-committal and called for more definitive action. AM advised that formal council action increases costs and reduces the viability of redevelopment, potentially discouraging the owner from pursuing redevelopment.
Any formal action would require authorisation from senior leadership. Action: Cllr Carr to be pressed to respond further to the Council’s letter.  

5.2 Old Police Station site
The meeting received an update from the Clerk on the Police Station site: Works are progressing well; completion is expected by end of March, with move-in anticipated for late May or early June, allowing for snagging. Approximately £60,000 has been spent on contingencies to date, with an additional ~£12,000 expected for drainage works.

5.3 Marsh End Rd adjacent to Station Road car park
The use for this site has been agreed, therefore there is nothing new to report at this time. 

5.4 Historical buildings at the old Aston Martin site
The meeting noted that Aston Martin have been made aware of the Council’s intentions to identify the site as suitable for residential use in NPNP v4. The working group agreed to send a further formal communication via recorded delivery to the site manager to ensure the matter is received at the appropriate level. Action: Deputy Clerk to formally write to Aston Martin regarding the inclusion of the site into the emerging Plan.  

5.5 Brownfield Sites

5.5.1 Newport Pagnell Recycling Centre. Due to close in January 2027. Future use uncertain at this time, however MKCC may support housing as proposed. It was agreed that the recycling centre site will be included in the Neighbourhood Plan as a housing allocation.
5.5.2 Lovat Meadow. The group discussed the inclusion of the site in the Neighbourhood Plan and the potential for a cycle/footpath route through or around the site. It was noted that the land is owned by Milton Keynes Council and that any change of use would require planning permission.
The group considered a route around the cemetery boundary and through the bio park as a possible alternative to the existing riverside route, which is prone to flooding. Action: Deputy Clerk to write to Angela Abbott and Nick Hannon to establish their intentions for the site and discuss the council's suggested route, noting the requirement for a cycle track through the site.
5.5.3 Unused paddock on London Road. This site was discussed under item 4.1.3. Nothing further to report.
5.5.4 Cedars School. The meeting noted that a meeting has been requested with the Academy trust to discuss the long-term future of the site. Action: Deputy Clerk to arrange meeting and advise working group.

ITEM 6 SEPT 2026/NPIG:	NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK (NPPF) 2026
The working group received an update on the new NPPF for 2026 from planning consultants O’Neill Homer. The Clerk expressed concern that the creation of a regional mayoral authority would transfer strategic planning decisions away from Milton Keynes City Council, making communication even more difficult and potentially removing powers from the strategic local planning department at MKCC. 



There being no other business to discuss, the meeting closed at 11.30am. 
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