NEWPORT PAGNELL TOWN COUNCIL


Minutes of a meeting of the Allotment Working Group Meeting held on Tuesday 29th September at 1.00pm at the Council Offices. 
Present:  
Cllrs Anne Butler (Chair), Roger Clarke (Vice Chair) & James Wells

Absent: 
None 

Reps:
None present 
In attendance:
Sharon Bull, Allotment Committee Officer (ACO) 

ITEM 1 SEPT/ALLOT 2026: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies were received for Cllrs Pearson & Davey.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

ITEM 2 SEPT/ALLOT 2026: QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions from the public.

ITEM 3 SEPT/ALLOT 2026: TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO ISSUE A NOTICE TO QUIT TO A PLOT HOLDER FOR AN ALLOTMENT PLOT AT WILLEN ROAD ALLOTMENTS – PLOT 3  
The working group reviewed recent photographs of the plot, which were considered not to be to the standard expected under the tenancy agreement. A history of engagement with the tenant was received, and it was noted that the tenant had at no time during the past eight years achieved the required 75% cultivation of the plot.  A previous notice to quit had been issued but was withdrawn after it had been established that during this period a relative of the tenant had been hospitalised.  Responses from the tenant to standardised letters issued by the Town Council that pointed out concerns or gave guidance about remedial actions to the tenant had been negative, and the tone was regarded as aggressive toward the officer.     
The Allotment Working Group resolved that a Notice to Quit should be issued to the tenant.
Prop:  RC
Sec: JW
Action: The Working Group instructed the Allotment Officer to issue a Notice to Quit


ITEM 4 SEPT/ALLOT 2026: COMPLAINT WR3
The tenant of the plot identified in Item 3, had written a complaint to the Town Council about the quality of the service received from the Town Council, and in particular from the Allotment Officer. The tenant's complaint was discussed in detail, and written details of responses from the Allotment Officer to the tenant received.  The Allotment Working Group concluded that the Allotment Officer had acted within her delegated authority under instruction from the Allotment Working Group, and had carried out her responsibilities with appropriate care, consideration, and professionalism.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.10pm
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20th October 2026.    
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Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting.

Signed  …………………………………… Date …………………………………………

